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THE  FRENCH  EDITOR’S 

PREFACE 

TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION. 


1  HE  firft  edit  ion  of  the  following  volume  was  pre» 
pared  for  the  prefs  with  fo  much  hurry  and  precipitation, 
that  all  the  zeal  and  affiduity  of  the  Writers  were  unable 
to  prevent  feveral  inaccuracies  from  creeping  into  the  work  ; 
nor  was  I  at  that  time  po  fie  (Ted  of  all  the  information  with 
which  it  is  now  augmented. 

The  prodigious  fuccefs  it  has  obtained,  muff  therefore 
be  attributed  to  the  intereft  excited  by  the  unfortutunate 
men  who  are  the  fubjedl  of  it,  rather  than  to  any  merit 
the  work  itfelf  may  boaft. 

In  the  former  edition,  the  chapter  of  Anecdotes  of  the 
1 8 th  Frudiidor  was  not  fufficiently  full,  nor  did  it  give  a 
complete  idea  of  the  events  of  that  memorable  day.  This 
chapter  has  now  been  confiderably  enlarged,  and  thus  forms 
a  Complete  Hi  dory  of  a  Revolution,  of  which  it  is  highly 
interefting  and  important  to  know  both  the  caufes  and  the 
effects. 

In  the  firft  edition  alfo  was  remarked  fome  degree  of  con- 
fufion  in  the  arrangement  of  the  materials,  arifmg  from  the 
great  hafte  with  which  it  was  fent  to  prefs.  In  the  prefent, 
I  have  endeavoured  to  correct  this  defeat,  and  have  given 
the  events  it  relates,  in  the  chronological  order  of  time  in 
which  they  happened,  and  which  is  fo  neceffary  to  be  ob- 
ferved  in  every  hiftorical  narration. 

GIGUET, 
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SECRET  ANECDOTES, 

&c.  &c. 


OEVERAL  days  previous  to  the  1 8th  Fru£tidor  the 
molt  confpicuous  of  the  Deputies  having  met  toge¬ 
ther,  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Infpeftors  pro- 
pofed  to  attack  the  Dire6tory,  and  put  Barras,  Reu- 
bell,  and  Lareveilliere-Lepaux  under  accufation. 
But  the  majority,  confifting  of  temporizers,  thus 
oppofed  the  meafure.  “  The  conftitution,”  faid 
one,  u  will  fuffice  for  our  defence.” — cc  The  con- 
<e  ftitution  has  no  power  againft  the  force  of 
cannon,”  replied  Willot,  “  and  ’tis  thus  the 
“  Directory  will  relift  your  decrees.”— u  The  fol- 
“  diers  will  not  be  for  them,”  faid  the  temporizers. 
“  The  foldiers  are  for  thofe  who  command  them,” 
replied  their  opponents ;  “  and  if  you  do  not  de- 
“  cide,  you  are  loft.” — “  The  attack  of  the  Directory 
**  is  too  hazardous  an  enterprife,”  faid  another. 
*Tis  not  fo  much  as  the  taking  of  a  redoubt,”  re- 

b  plied 
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plied  Willot  with  energy,  “  and  I  will  undertake 
it.''  But  Willot,  Pichegru,  and  De  la  Rue,  were 
treated  as  wrong-headed  enthufiafts;  and  there  the 
matter  ended* 

i 

The  next  day  two  members  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  waited  on  the 
Director  Carnot,  who  received  them  very  coldly* 
II  is  friend  Laeuee  had  contrived  to  perfuade  him 
that  the  royalifls  alone  would  be  gainers  by  the  in¬ 
tended  change  ;  and  that  the  removal  of  his  three 
colleagues  was  a  mere  pretext*  Hence  Carnot  re¬ 
plied  to  the  members  of  the  Committee,  that  he 
“  would  by  no  means  content  to  the  accu- 
“  fation  propofed  ;  that  he  perceived  royalifm  be- 
“  hind  the  fcenes,  and  that  he  had  no  inclination  to 
be  hanged.’* 

Some  days  before  this  he  had  faid  to  two  Depu¬ 
ties  who  were  urging  him  to  a  decifion,  1  will 
£C  not  have  any  concern  with  it.  Whenever  you 
“  attack  a  member  of  the  Directory,  ’tis  with  him  I 
cc  fhall  unite.’* 

Laeuee,  one  of  the  Directorial  ohfervers ,  had  fo 
conducted  himfelf  as  to  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
cither  party.  The  triumvirate  owed  him  much, 
and  he  contributed  in  no  fmall  degree  to  the  mil- 
fortunes  of  his  colleagues* 

During 
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During  the  night  of  the  16th,  fome  members  of 
the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  waited  on  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Infpecftors,  to  inform  them  that  an  Aid  de¬ 
camp  of  one  of  the  Directorial  Generals  had  juft 
received  orders  to  mount  his  horfe,  and  attend  his 
commanding  officer.  The  members  of  that  Com r 
mittee  were  furprifed  at  this  intelligence,  while  fome 
of  them  laughed  at  thofe  who  communicated  it. 
The  attack  did  not  take  place,  and  the  next  day 
the  incredulous  triumphed  in  their  forefight.  Em¬ 
mery,  one  of  thofe  who  had  boafted  the  moft  of 
their  moderation,  faid  from  the  tribune,  “  that  the 
“  reprefentatives  who  had  communicated  that  in- 
telligence  were  alarmijls 

’Tis  fcarcely  poffible  to  form  an  idea  of  the  un- 
fufpedting  fecurity  of  this  clafs  of  the  Deputies. 
They  met  every  night  in  the  hall  of  the  Council  of 
Ancients.  On  the  17th  every  one  declared  his 
grounds  of  fear,  or  of  hope.  The  former  were  in¬ 
numerable  and  decifive,  but  were  rejected  by  the 
faction  of  the  Incredulous .  Vaublanc  went  lo  far  as 
to  propofe  a  wager  to  Quatremer,  who  maintained 
that  the  legiflative  body  would  be  attacked. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  Bourdon  de  l’Oife,  who 
was  well  pradtifed  in  revolutionary  commotions, 
came  forward  amidft  the  difputants,  and  faid  with 

b  z  fury 
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' indignation,  Tou  cannot  repulfe  bayo- 
ijets  with  a  fhield  of  paper.  I  know  but  one 
means  of  deic.nce-  to  go  to  the  Luxembourg,  and 
“  take  off  the  heads  of  the  confpirators.” — “  He  is 
u  drunk/’  faid  tome  of  the  members  coldly  ;  and 
tney  proceeded  with  the  difcuffion  of  the  merit  and 
the  power  of  the  conftitutional  a<T. 

The  placard  which  the  Directory  intended  to 
poft  up  againft  Pichegru  being  prefented  to  him,  he 
faid,  “  I  fhall  reply  to  it  to-morrow  from  the  tri- 
“  bune.” — cc  It  will  perhaps  then  be  too  late,”  faid 
they. — “  Then,”  added  he,  “  it  fhall  be  before  the 
“  High  Court.’* 

At  ten  o’clock  at  night  a  member  of  the  Council 
of  Five  Hundred  went  to  confult  Barthelemy.  “  I 
Cc  well  know,”  faid  he,  “  that  three  of  my  col- 
<c  leagues  are  plotting  fome  confpiracy  ;  but  they 
“  are  not  ready,  they  can  do  nothing  within  three 
cc  or  four  days.”  This  aflurance,  which  was  im¬ 
mediately  communicated  to  the  aflembly,  was  a 
triumph  to  the  Quietifts,  and  every  one  peaceably 
returned  to  his  home  and  to  his  bed. 

It  was  Merlin  who  fuggetted  the  plan  of  opera* 
tions  to  the  triumvirate,  and  at  that  time  he  doubted 
not  but  he  fhould,  in  his  turn,  be  one  day  the  vibtim 
of  a  fimilar  revolution.  Reubell  approved  of  Mer¬ 
lin’s 
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lin’s  plan  ;  but  Barras  entertained  fame  fears,  and 
left  to  the  Theophilanthropic  patriarch  the  glory  of 
determining  before  him.  At  length  Sottin  deter¬ 
mined  all  their  opinions,  by  alluring  them  that 
the  Councils  were  to  commence  the  attack  that  very 
night.  The  chara&er  of  Sottin  did  not  correfpond 
with  his  name.  He  was  no  fool.  He  knew  that 
fear  ltfelf  made  cowards  brave.  He  recurred,  there¬ 
fore,  to  intimidation,  and  Barras  became  coura¬ 
geous.  Sottin  was  of  an  adtive,  enterprifmg  fpirit, 
and  propofed  to  fhoot  Carnot  and  forty-two  Depu¬ 
ties,  among  whom  were  Thibaudeau  and  Dupont 
of  Nemours.  Lareveillere,  and  more  efpecially 
Dondeau,  afterwards  Minitter  of  Police,  contidered 
this  meafure  as  dangerous,  and  dreaded  its  execu¬ 
tion.  They  adjourned,  therefore,  the  decilion  of 
their  fate  till  after  the  victory. 

It  was  alfo  under  difcuffion  to  fhoot  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  guard  of  the  two  Councils,  Co¬ 
chon,  Ex-minifter  of  Police,  General  Morgan,  Dof- 
fonville,  Agent  of  Police,  and  three  or  four  journal- 
ids.  Reubell  alfo  infilled  on  Bourdon  de  POife 
being  facrificed.  As  deportation  bad  not  as  yet 
been  propofed,  they  fpoke  only  of  imprifoning  Bar- 
thelemy,  and  declaring  his  nomination  void.  He 
was  to  be  replaced  by  Augereau  :  but  the  trium¬ 
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v!rs  did  not  keep  their  word  with  him.  He  took 
his  revenge  on  the  30th  Prairial. 

The  confpirators  did  not  expeit  fo  eafy  a  viiiory 
as  they  eventually  obtained  ;  Barras,  therefore,  re- 
iigned  to  Augereau  the  duty  of  appearing  at  the 
head  of  the  troops.  Barras,  it  feems,  is  far  from 
being  dettitute  of  prudence. 

Sottin  propofed  to  the  triumvirs  to  poft  up  in 
the  night  of  the  17th  an  addrefs,  declaring  that  the 
Directory  had  only  repulfed  force  by  force,  and 
that  they  had  juft  been  attacked  by  the  troops  of 
the  two  Councils.  “  That  affertion/’  faid  Lare- 
veillere*  “  is  but  too  eafily  contradicted  ;  the  peo~ 
pie  will  not  believe  it.” — <c  They  will  believe  it 
<e  for  a  day,”  replied  Sottin,  and  that  is  all  we 
“  want;  what  they  may  think  after  to-morrow  is 
“  of  little  importance.”  The  ingenious  Minitter 
undertook  to  draw  up  the  addrefs,  and  before  five 
in  the  morning  it  was  potted  all  over  Paris ;  care 
was  alfo  taken  to  difperfe  it  over  the  departments. 

Before  the  alarm-gun  was  tired,  the  triumvirate 
o*ave  orders  to  arreft  the  Directors  Barthelemy  and 

to 

Carnot.  A  German  Adjutant-general  in  the  French 
fervice  was  appointed  to  execute  thefe  orders. 
Carnot  preferred  being  himfelf  vanquifhed  to 

conquering  in  con]  unit  ion  with  men  whom  he 

conttdercd 
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conndered  as  royalifts ;  on  the  one  hand  he  had 
only  deportation  to  fear ;  on  the  other,  as  a  regi¬ 
cide,  he  imagined  the  gallows  would  be  his  fate. 
Indeed  he  was  very  near  being  arretted,  in  which 
cafe  he  would  undoubtedly  have  been  aflaffinated ; 
for  the  triumvirs,  thinking  they  had  caufe  to  fear 
him,  had  given  orders  to  that  effedt ;  he  had  him- 
felf  taken  no  precautions,  and  was  in  bed  when  the 
runners  fent  in  fearch  of  him  arrived  ;  his  brother 
almoft  loft  his  prefence  of  mind  ;  but  his  fervant, 
who  was  not  at  all  difconcerted,  took  a  candle, 
declared  that  his  matter  had  gone  to  bed  in  his 
little  apartment,  and  while  conducting  the  guard 
thither,  gave  Carnot’s  brother  time  to  apprife  him, 
and  favour  his  efcape.  The  Director  fled,  almoit 
naked,  by  one  of  the  gates  of  the  Luxembourg 
garden,  of  which  he  had  kept  the  key,  but  not 
finding  it  readily,  his  conductor  was  obliged  to 
return  for  it,  and  quitted  the  apartment  on  one 
fide,  as  the  guard  entered  it  on  the  other  ;  he  was, 
however,  fortunate  enough  not  to  be  furpriled. 

Carnot,  not  knowing  whither  to  go,  went  at 
firfl  to  a  lodging-houfe,  but  not  finding  any  apart¬ 
ments  at  liberty,  he  determined  to  repair  to  the 
houfe  of  a  friend,  who  had  himfelf  taken  flight 
through  fear  of  being  arrefted.  In  the  mean  while 

i  the 
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the  firing  of  cannon  was  heard,  and  numerous 
patroles  were  parading  the  ftreets ;  Carnot,  there¬ 
fore,  was  obliged  to  truft  himfelf  to  his  friend’s 
porter,  to  whom  he  declared  his  name  and  fitua- 
lion,  and  iolicited  an  afylnm  :  the  poor  fellow  was 
too  much  awake  to  fympathy  and  misfortune  to 
liefitate  a  moment ;  his  lodge  became  the 

landluary  of  hofpitality,  and  the  fugitive  Director 
remained  there  feverai  days  without  any  adverfe 
event,  till  he  had  time  to  choofe  another  retreat. 

Carnot,  then,  is  not  dead,  as  the  world  has 
been  difpofed  to  imagine,  though  his  lituation 
does  not  permit  us  to  name  the  fpot  where  he  has 
fecreted  himfelf  from  his  enemies,  but  we  can 
affine  the  public  that  he  does  not  repent  of  his 
political  conduct ;  he  only  reproaches  himfelf  for  his 
crimes  ;  he  remembers  with  terror,  and  perhaps  with 
grief,  the  event  of  the  21ft  of  January,  and  the 
remorfe  he  feels  doubles  the  weight  oi  his  misfor¬ 
tunes. 

Barthelemy  did  not  efcape  arreftation,  though 
Barra's  had  endeavoured  that  .very  evening  to 
awaken  his  apprehenfions ;  but  his  indolence  was 
fo  great  that  he  did  not  take  the  fmallefl  precau¬ 
tion  :  after  playing  a  game  at  back-gammon  he 

went  to  reft,  and  was  taken  in  his  bed. 

Barthelemy, 
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Barthelemy,  though  not  poffeffed  of  great  talents, 
has  a  very  found  judgment,  and  confiderable  diplo¬ 
matic  knowledge,  though  his  correfpondence,  how¬ 
ever,  with  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  affords 
juft  caufe  of  reproach,  lie  entered,  it  is  true,  on 
the  directorial  function  with  very  good  intentions; 
he  fhuddered  at  the  conduCt  of  his  colleagues,  and 
fiill  more  at  being  affociated  with  them  in  office: 
the  evening  preceding  his  arreilation  he  appeared 
very  averfe  to  believe  that  meafure  probable ;  and 
when  Carnot  parted  from  him,  the  latter  faid 
with  a  laugh,  “  Be  not  uneafy,  my  dear  Barthe¬ 
lemy  ;  they  will  perhaps  endeavour  to  affaffinate 
me  ;  but  as  to  you,  you  are  too  harmlefs  a  man 
*c  to  be  dreaded  ;  they  will  treat  you  like  one  of 
“  thole  fhadows  of  kings  called  Rois  faineans  ;  they 
will  fhave  your  head,  and  ffiut  you  up  in  a 
“  monaftery.” 

Neither  of  them  believed  the  blow  would  be 
firuck  fo  foon.  When  Barthelemy  was  arrefted  he 
did  not  indulge  a  moment’s  reflection,  and  had  not 
even  the  prefence  of  mind  to  demand  a  fight  of  the 
order  of  arrefiation  :  <c  Oh,  my  country  !”  were 
the  only  words  that  efcaped  him.  Le  Tellier  then 
addrefling  the  guard,  alked  leave  to  accompany 
his  matter ;  Barthelemy  could  not  help  fheddin< 
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fears ;  and  Le  Tellier  ardently  prefling  his  hand, 
exclaimed  with  the  energy  of  exalted  virtue,  “  No, 
u  never,  never,  will  I  forfake  you.** 

The  members  of  the  committee  had  no  fooner 
met,  than  a  conftderable  force  furrounded  them, 
at  the  head  of  which  was  Augereau.  Rovere 
and  W  illot  were  defirous  to  attempt  to  force  a  paft 
fage  through  this  body,  holding  their  piltols  in 
their  hands ;  but  Pichegru  oppofed  the  meafure* 
<c  The  reft  of  our  colleagues, faid  he,  “  have  no 
arms,  and  thefe  wretches  would  maflacre  them  ; 
te  let  us  not  abandon  them.’*  At  that  moment  a 
noite  was  heard ;  it  was  the  reprefentative  De  la 
Rue,  who,  unwilling  to  feparate  his  fate  from  that 
of  his  colleagues,  had  the  courage  thrice  to  force  a 
paflage  through  the  guard  to  join  the  committee. 
In  vain  had  he  been  apprifed  at  his  own  houfe  of 
the  danger  he  was  about  to  incur ;  he  was  deaf  to 
the  counfels  of  friendthip ;  and,  having  embraced 
his  wife  and  children  in  their  deep,  repaired  to  his 
colleagues.  When  he  arrived,  Pichegru  exclaimed, 
“  My  dear  De  la  Rue,  what  brings  you  hither? 

we  are  on  the  point  of  being  arretted.” — u  W ell,” 
replied  De  la  Rue,  “  we  fhall  then  be  arrefted 
“  together.” 
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Prefently  after  the  troops  came  in.  cf  In  tha 
name  of  the  Directory,”  faid  an  Aid-du-camp  of 
Augereau,  u  I  arreft  you.” — “  Wretch,”  laid  Piche- 
gru,  “  how  dareft  thou  pronounce  thofc  words  r” 
— “  Soldiers”  exclaimed  another  member,  “  would 
you  be  fo  bafe  as  to  arreft  the  Reprefentatives  of 
the  People,  or  lay  hands  on  your  General,  Piche- 
gru  On  hearing  thefe  words  they  looked  at 
each  other,  and  dared  not  advance,  till  Augereau 
himfelf  arrived,  and  undertook  to  execute  the  order 
of  the  triumvirs  with  the  afliftance  of  the  officers 
of  his  ftaff.  Four  officers  fell  upon  Pichegru; 
Augereau  and  four  others  feized  Willot ;  Aubry, 
De  la  Rue,  and  Rovere,  were  arrefted  in  like  man¬ 
ner  ;  in  vain  did  they  all  endeavour  to  defend  them- 
lelves  ;  they  were  forced  to  yield  to  fuperior  num¬ 
bers.  Rovere  and  Pichegru  were  wounded,  and 
their  clothes  torn  in  pieces  ;  and  De  la  Rue,  who 
had  fucceeded  in  getting  hold  of  one  of  his  piflols, 
which  he  was  about  to  point  at  Augereau,  received 
a  wound  in  the  arm  from  a  bayonet,  which  difabled 
him,  and  deprived  him  of  his  weapon. 

Dumas,  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
Council  of  Elders,  was  prefent  when  they  were  firft 
furrounded  ;  upon  which  he  went  down  flairs  with 

great  apparent  unconcern,  relying  on  his  military 

« 

c  z  drefs 


(  12  ) 

drefs  to  facilitate  his  flight }  the  fentinel  declared 
that  none  could  go  out ;  “  I  know  it,”  replied 
Dumas,  “fori  have  juft  given  the  order  myfelf.” 
— “  I  afk  pardon,  General,”  faid  the  foldier  ;  and 
Dumas  paffed  on  without  further  interruption. - 
His  next  difficulty  was  the  cjuittmg  Pans,  for 
which  purpofe  he  mounted  his  horfe,  and  took  two 
of  his  friends  with  him  as  Aid-du-camps  ;  the  inge¬ 
nious  General,  on  his  arrival  at  the  barriers  of  the 
city,  gave  his  orders,  paffed  along  the  outflde  of 
the  wall  under  pretext  of  going  to  another  pofi, 
and  thus  at  length  got  off. 

Louruon  de  1’Oife  had  alfo  come  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  the  morning,  and  was  in  the  hall  when  a 
foldier,  who  had  doubtlefs  ferved  with  him  under 
the  banners  of  the  revolution,  feeraed  to  take  an 
intereft  in  his  fate,  and  endeavoured  to  fave  him 
by  pufhing  him  rudely  towards  the  door;  which 
Bourdon  perceiving,  fhowed  an  indignation  that 
does  him  honour.  “  Your  favour,”  exclaimed  he, 
<c  humiliates  me;  1  will  not  fly.  Oh,  my  col- 
u  leagues  P  continued  he,  “  forget  my  errors;  I 

will  merit  your  efteem  by  fharing  your  fate.” 
On  hearing  thefe  words  they  fell  upon  him,  and 
treated  him  in  a  barbarous  manner :  as  he  was 
drawing  along  in  a  cart,  he  was  continually 

uttering 
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uttering  imprecations  againfi  the  temporizer", 
fC  who,”  lie  fa  id,  tc  were  the  caufe  of  this  cata- 
(i  ftrophe.” 

All  the  avenues  of  the  Thuilleries  were  occupied 
by  the  troops  of  Augereau,  and  no  one  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  enter ;  yet  at  leven  o'clock  about  thirty 
members  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  atfembled 
in  their  hall,  to  which  they  pafled  through  the 
fiables  and  gardens,  and  by  fealing  the  walls  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Here  they  were  waiting  for 
the  arrival  of  more  of  their  colleagues,  when  one 
of  them  declared  that  the  infpedlors  had  been 
violently  carried  off,  and  that  the  armed  force  were 
driving  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  from  the 
hall  of  the  Council  of  Ancients.  Not  doubting  the 
fame  fate  awaited  them,  the  thirty  deputies  imme¬ 
diately  formed  themfelves  into  a  regular  fitting, 
under  the  prefidency  of  Simeon. 

The  firft  refolution  they  adopted  was  to  fummon 
the  commandant  of  the  poft  at  the  iron  gate  of  the 
great  court  to  their  bar,  to  give  him  orders  to  allow 
free  ingrefs  and  regrefs  to  the  ferjeants  of  the  hall, 
who  were  inftru£led  to  collect:  the  abfent  members. 
This  commandant  was  the  worthy  Blot,  the  only 
officer  who  at  this  time  feems  to  have  felt  a  juft 
fcnfe  of  honour  and  of  his  duty.  “  I  am  a  prifoner 
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“  as  weiI  as  you,”  replied  he,  “  becaufe  I  refufed 
“  to  obey  any  orders  but  thole  of  my  commandant ; 
“  a  detachment  is  placed  in  the  avenue  to  block 
me  up,  together  with  my  grenadiers.”  This 
intelligence  put  an  end  to  all  hopes  of  external 
communication ;  lince  therefore  they  could  not 

poffibly  aflemble  their  colleagues,  they  determined 
to  lake  advantage  of  t'ne  fhort  interval  that  re¬ 
mained,  to  enter  their  proteft  in  the  minutes  of  the 
day. 

They  had  fcarcely  begun  when  General  Poin^ot, 
accompanied  by  thiec  or  lour  officers,  whole  coun- 
tenances  exhibited  an  impudent  and  ferocious  ex¬ 
ultation,  entered  the  hall  by  one  of  the  fide  doors. 
Holding  in  his  hand  an  order  of  Augereau,  which 
he  read  with  an  arrogance  worthy  of  his  million. 
It  was  to  the  following  effect : 

“  The  general  officer  in  command  at  the  Thuii- 
“  leries  is  ordered  to  caufe  the  halls  of  the  two 
“  Councils  to  be  evacuated,  and  not  to  permit  any 
e:  perlon  whatfoever  to  enter  them. 

(Signed)  “Augereau.” 

On  hearing  this  paper  read,  a  kind  of  elebtric 
fenfation  feemed  to  agitate  all  the  members ;  they 
were  contending  who  fhould  have  the  honour  of 
mounting  the  tribune,  when  this  tool  of  the  tyrants 

told 
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told  them  cc  that  he  was  a  foldier,  that  it  was  his 
duty  to  execute  the  orders  of  his  commanding 
officer,  and  that  he  was  not  come  thither  to  delibe - 
rate.”  They  now  demanded  a  copy  of  the  order, 
and  as  foon  as  the  prefident  had  obtained  it, 
unanimoufly  declared,  that  force  alone  could  put 
it  in  execution.  Upon  this  the  General  gave  a  flg- 
nal  to  a  foldier,  who  flood  at  the  door  by  which  he 
had  come  in,  and  immediately  a  great  number  of 
armed  foldiers  entered  the  hall.  Seeing  the  tatel- 
lites  of  tyranny  already  preffing  their  bayonets 
againfl  the  breads  of  the  reprefentatives,  Simeon,  in 
a  tone  of  grief,  and  with  the  utmofl  emotion,  pro¬ 
nounced  thefe  remarkable  words — “  The  rights  of 
^  the  people  are  annihilated  ;  the  conftitution  is 
trodden  under  foot ;  the  national  reprefentation 
“  is  bafely  violated,  and  the  hall  of  their  fittings 
w<r  profaned  by  an  armed  force. — Until  the  authors 
of  this  atrocious  outrage  fhall  be  brought  to  jufl- 
(c  tice,  I  declare,  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  that 
se  the  affemblv  is  diflolved*.” 

The 

*  Ramel  has  thrown  out  an  infinuation  againfl  the  Legiflativr 
Body,  by  drawing  a  humiliating  parallel  between  their  conduct' 
on  the  1 8th  Fru&idor,  and  that  of  the  Conflituent  Aflembly  at  the 
Tennis-court,  But  what  would  that  aflembly  have  done  had 

the1 


I  he  representatives,  ft’sll  prefled  and  threatened 
by  bayonets,  were  driven,  at  length,  into  the  great 
court  of  the  Manege,  but  in  lieu  of  finding  the  gate 
open,  as  tne  General  nad  declared,  thev  were 
flopped  by  more  bayonets  placed  acrofs  each  other 
before  them  ;  and  when  they  exprefled  their  fur- 
pnfe  at  this,  they  were  informed  that  orders  had 
been  given  to  proceed  to  the  arreft  of  feme  of  them, 
Poincot  having  faid  a  few  words  to  one  of  his  offi¬ 
cers,  called  for  the  reprefentative  Aubry,  who  im¬ 
mediately  anfwered  to  his  name  ;  upon  which  the 
officer  came  up  to  him  and  feparated  him  from  his 
colleagues,  who  were  then  permitted  to  depart. 

At  noon  a  great  number  of  the  reprefentatives 
having  affembled  at  the  houfe  of  one  of  their  col¬ 
leagues,  who  refided  in  the  Rue  Saint  Honore,  it 
was  unanimoufly  decided,  they  fhould  brave  every 
danger.  Each  of  the  Councils,  therefore,  formed 
Into  a  line,  and  thus  they  advanced  to  the  gates  of 

the  tyrant  Louis  XVJ.  a  died  with  a  firmnefs  adequate  to  the  an- 
dacioufnefs  of  the  Republicans  of  the  Luxembourg  ?  It  was  not 
now  a  matter  of  the  ceremonies  that  was  fent  to  them  with  a  ora- 

o 

clous  metFage,  it  was  Augereau  at  the  head  of  io}ooo  foldiers- 
Mirabeau  declared  that  the  Conftituent  A  trembly  would  only 
yield  to  the  power  of  the  bayonet :  all  the  force  of  the  bayonets 
was  employed  on  the  iSth  Fru&idor  ! 

their 
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their  refpe&ive  halls.  Simeon  and  Paftoret,  in  their 
leads,  preceded  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  and 
fummoned  the  troops  that  occupied  the  avenues  to 

let  them  pafs.  On  meeting  with  a  refufal,  they 
fpoke  in  a  tone  of  authority,  and  of  indignation  ; 
and  the  commandant,  fearing  his  men  might  fuffer 
themfelves  to  be  feduced,  ordered  a  company  of 
chafleurs  to  march  upon  the  trot  againfl  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people.  Thus  in  danger  of  being 
trodden  under  foot,  they  were  obliged  to  retire  with 
precipitation.  Jourdan,  however,  of  the  Bouches- 
du-Rhone,  braving  the  danger,  and  holding  by  the 
bars  of  a  window,  exclaimed,  Cf  Villain,  thou  mayll 
cc  crufh  me  to  death,  but  thou  lhalt  never  make 
cc  me  fly.”  With  thefe  words  the  foldier  was  fo 
forcibly  ftruck,  that  he  flopped  his  horfe,  not  daring 
to  complete  his  crime. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day, 
more  than  eighty  members  of  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred  were  aflembled  at  the  apartments  of  An¬ 
dre  of  Lozere  in  the  Rue-neuve-du-Luxembourg* 
where  they  drew  up  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of 
France.  Paftoret  and  Jourdan,  devoting  them¬ 
felves  for  the  honour  of  the  national  reprefentation, 
offered  to  brave  every  danger,  and  to  carry  it  them¬ 
felves  to  the  Directory.  But  fcarcely  had  the  mem- 
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Bers  begun  to  fign  it,  when  an  armed  force  came  to 
furround  the  houfe  of  Laffond-Ladebat  in  the  fame 
ftreet,  and  there  was  little  doubt,  the  houfe  where 
they  were  aflembled  was  their  next  object.  Feel- 
ing,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  imprudent  and  un- 

wiie  to  deliver  themlelves  up,  bound  hand  and  foot, 

% 

to  the  fury  of  the  triumphant  party,  they  ad¬ 
journed  till  the  next  day. 

The  body  aflembled  at  the  Gdeon,  completed 
their  work  during  the  night ;  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  s  9th,  their  vidims  were  marched  out,  and 
fpies  lent  in  fearch  of  them.  ♦  Keflftance  now  be¬ 
came  more  difficult,  for  it  was  impoflible  to  concert 
meafures  together,  or  even  to  fee  each  other.  The 

moll;  confpicuous  were  obliged  to  feek  a  fafe  retreat; 

,  * 

and  the  reft  had  not  ftimcient  influence  to  form  and 

m 

execute  any  enferprife,  even  for  attempting  a  refill- 
ance  to  oppreflion. 

Several  members  of  the  Council  of  Ancients  had 
repaired  to  the  houfe  of  their  preftdent  Laffond- 
Ladebat  ;  which  the  armed  force  furrounded,  when 
he  was  at  table  with  his  wife  and  family,  conftfting 
of  fix  children,  while  his  colleagues  were  delibe¬ 
rating  in  an  adjoining  apartment.  Being  informed 
of  the  arrival  of  the  guard,  and  folicited  to  conceal 
himfelf,  “  No/’  replied  he,  as  he  rofe  to  prelent 

3  himfelf 
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liimfelf  to  them ;  “  they  will  not  fearch  any  further, 
and  my  colleagues  may  cfcape.”  Unfortunately, 
however.,  they  were  known  to  be  in  the  houfe,  and 
were  all  arrefted.  Madame  Ladcbat  being  taken 
ill  with  the  fudden  fliock,  her  liulband  fupported 
her  in  his  arms,  and  received  the  laft  endearments 
of  his  children,  who  clung  round  him,  and  bathed 
him  in  their  tears.—' “  My  children/’  faidhe,  “  weep 
“  not,  for  your  father  is  not  guilty.” 

While  the  arrefted  Deputies  were  conducting  to 
the  Temple,  their  future  fate  was  the  fubjeft  ot  dit- 
cuflion  at  the  Luxembourg.  Several  of  the  conipi- 
rators  propoied  to  have  them  fhot  immediately. 
Of  this  opinion  were  Sottin,  Bailleul,  and  Reu- 
bell.  Lareveillere,  who,  in  the  morning,  had  ap¬ 
peared  to  efpoufe  a  different  opinion,  yielded  to  the 
folicitations  of  his  colleague.  But  Barras  ftrongly 
oppofed  this  meafure,  and  was  fupported  by  Don- 
deau,  who  (from  what  motive,  is  unknown)  was 
one  of  the  agents  of  the  committee.  At  length 
Guillemardet,  to  put  an  end  to  the  debate,  propoied 
deportation,  in  lieu  ot  imprifonment  in  Ham  cattle, 
as  had  juft  been  luggefted.  Ibis  Cruillemaidet, 
who  was  a  Jacobin  in  1793,  and  afterwards,  toge¬ 
ther  with  his  friend  Bailleul,  was  at  the  head  oi  the 
focieties  called  Cornpagmes  de  Jtfus,  after  the  9th 

r>  2  Thcrmidor; 
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Thermidop ;  and  again,  an  enthufiaft,  previous  to 
the  1 8th  Fru&idor ;  was  one  of  the  principal  adors 
m  this  fcene.  His  friend  Lacroix  had  told  him  he 
would  one  day  be  a  great  man ;  and  accordingly, 
this  little  country  furgeon,  from  Autun,  is  now  the 
reprefentative  of  the  French  nation,  at  the  Court 
of  His  Majefly  the  King  of  Spain. 

At  the  Temple  the  Deputies  found  Sir  Sydney 
Smith,  the  man  who  has  lately  been  combating 
Buonaparte  in  Egypt.  “  Gentlemen,”  faid  that 
officer,  “  yefterday  you  were  members  of  the 
f‘  government  of  France,  and  we  were  enemies  j 
ff  to-day,  iince  we  are  companions  in  misfortune, 

I  ffiould  be  happy  to  be  fervieeable  to  you.” 
When  he  witneffed  their  departure,  he  wept  at 
their  fate,  and  exclaimed,  “  Is  it  thus  that  France 
“  rewards  her  defenders?  your  countrymen  are 
“  furely  a  very  cruel  nation  !”— ■ “  Commodore,” 
replied  Murinais,  “  believe  it  not ;  ’tis  not  French¬ 
men  that  are  the  cauie  of  our  deportation,  they 
cqmmiferam  our  lot ;  do  not  confound  my  coun- 
“  trymen  with  their  tyrants.”  Thus  did  the  Gene¬ 
ral  forget  his  own  misfortunes  to  become  the  cham¬ 
pion  of  the  honour  of  his  country. 

On  the  1 8th  Frudidor,  this  worthy  old  man 
was  at  his  poll  at  his  accultomed  hour,  ignorant 

of 
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of  every  thing  that  had  paft  during  the  preceding 
night.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  he  re^ 
ceived  the  intelligence.  iC  Your  name  is  in  the 
fatal  lift,”  faid  his  informers ;  “  fly,  and  conceal 
yourfelf.” — fC  I  will  endeavour,”  replied  he, 
cc  to  elude  the  danger;  but  I  will  not  fly.”  He 
had  not  proceeded  many  fteps  before  he  heard  the 
name  of  Murinais  pronounced :  “  Yes,  gentle- 
“  men,”  faid  he,  returning,  and  addrelling  the 
perfon  who  came  to  arreft  him,  cc  I  am  Murinais; 
c<:  you  are  not  miftaken.”  But  neither  his  hoary 
locks,  the  dignity  of  his  condud,  the  calm  tran¬ 
quillity  fo  charaderiftic  of  unfullied  innocence,  nor 
the  facred  veneration  due  to  age,  could  difarm  or 
change  their  purpofes  ;  and  he  was  conducted  to 
the  prifon  of  the  Temple. 

Sottin  had  juft  then  conduced  the  Director 

% 

Barthelemy  to  that  prifon.  “  Who  is  that  man  ?” 
inquired  Augereau,  fixing  his  eyes  on  Le  Tellier, 
who  accompanied  his  mafier.  ts  He  is  my  friend,” 
replied  Barthelemy.  “  Doubtlefs  he  will  not  be 
willing  to  accompany  you  every  where?”  laid 
Augereau.  <c  I  will  go  every  where,”  replied  Le 
Tellier,  “  with  my  mafter,  and,  if  neceftary,  I  will 
die  with  him.”  Upon  this  Augereau  caft  a  look 

of 
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ot  anger  at  this  vi&im  of  friendthip  and  fidelity, 

and  went  away  fwearing. 

Worthy,  amiable  Le  Tellier !  how  noble,  how 
generous  was  thy  condu&  !  By  thus  voluntarily 
Sharing  the  misfortunes  of  thy  matter,  thou  haft 
for  ever  fecured  the  efteem  and  veneration  of  every 
one  that  is  capable  of  appreciating  true  virtue. 
May  thy  name  be  handed  down  to  potterity,  and 
thy  gieat  and  energetic  adtions  give  repofe  to  the 
linking  mind,  when  overwhelmed  with  the  con¬ 
templation  ot  the  crimes  and  ingratitude  of  man¬ 
kind  ! 


After  repeated  folicitations,  the  gates  of  the  pri- 
foil  were  opened  to  the  wives  of  the  arretted  per- 


fons ;  the  fate  of  their  hufbands  was  as  yet  uncer¬ 
tain.  Mefdames  Ladebat,  Murinais,  De  la  Rue, 
Rovere,  and  Aubry,  came  attended  by  their  child¬ 
ren  :  what  a  dreadful  feene  for  thofe  unfortunate 
women  !  Every  flop  they  proceeded  in  the  courts 
and  paflages  of  this  abode  of  horror,  inflicted  a 
new  pang  on  their  tender  feelings ;  while  inebriated 
foldiers  ferocioufly  intuited  their  miferies.  “  Thole 
u  rafcals/’  faid  one,  “  will  be  fhot  to-morrow.” — - 
6i  And  I  am  fare/"  added  another.,  “  they  will 
“  make  wry  faces  on  the  occafion.”  Theyoungeft 
of  them,  however,  requeued  them  to  he  filent. 
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faying  it  was  cruel  to  hold  fiich  language  before 
the  wives  of  the  prifoners ;  but  the  wretches  only 
anfvvered  him  with  infults. 

Pichegru,  perceiving  the  wives  of  his  fellow- 
prifoners,  came  up  to  them,  and  taking  in  his  arms 
the  infant  child  of  De  la  Rue,  who  was  weeping 
bitterly;  “  Why  do  you  cry  fo,  my  dear  child ?” 
faid  the  General  (himfelf  burfting  in:o  tears  as  he 
embraced  him).  4  “  BcGanfc,”  anfwered  the  child, 
naughty  foldiers  have  arretted  dear  papa/' — • 
**  You  are  right,”  replied  Pichegru  with  indigna¬ 
tion,  and  catling  a  look  of  contempt  at  the  guard  ; 
they  are  indeed  naughty  foldiers,  for  good  fol- 
diers  would  never  have  confented  to  become 
,  a  executioners.”  The  foldiers  themfelves  teemed 
thunderfiruck  with  thefe  words;  they  looked  at 
each  other,  and  were  tilent. 

Augereau,  feeing  two  of  the  wives  of  the  prifoners 
go  away  weeping,  faid  with  a  laugh,  “  Thefe 
<c  women  are  fools  to  cry  fo  ;  were  they  their  para- 
mours,  indeed  there  might  be  fome  reafon.” 

The  minority  of  the  Councils  had  aflembled  at 
the  theatre  of  the  Odeon  and  the  Surgeons’  fchool. 
The  firft  object  of  their  attention  was  to  draw  up 
litis  oi  profeription ;  a  fecretary  read  over  the 
names  of  the  Deputies,  as  was  done  on  the  2d  of 

September, 


(  24  ) 

September,  in  alphabetical  order,  and  after  each 
name  the  prefident  took  the  fenfe  of  the  aflembly, 
faying,  “  Shall  he  be  deported?”  to  which  his 
colleague  in  this  deputation  anftvered  «  Yes”  and 
the  reft  held  up  their  hands  as  a  mark  of  their 
alien t  and  fidelity ;  upon  which  the  fecretary  in¬ 
ferred  the  name  in  the  fatal  lift. 

When  they  came  to  that  of  Mare-Curtin,  which 
the  fecretary  mispronounced,  “  Who  is  that  ?” 
faid  they  ;  “  we  know  him  not,  he  has  never 

fpokenT — (c  Pfhaw  !”  cried  a  member  of  the 
deputation,  “  no  matter;  he  belonged  to  the 
cc  League  of  Clichy,  he  mu  ft  go  with  the  reft  — > 
and  then  they  laughed. 

The  fame  fteps  were  purfued  with  regard  to  the 
journalifts*  Bailleul,  knowing  the  deftined  victims 
better  than  the  reft  of  his  colleagues,  was  appointed 
to  feledt  them. 

When  the  decree  of  deportation  was  brought  to 
the  Temple,  Augereau,  who  was  there,  faid  with 
fury,  “  This  is  their  conftant  method ;  they  fpoil 
“  every  thing  with  their  moderantifm and  Bour¬ 
don  de  1’Oife,  covering  his  face  with  both  his  hands, 
exclaimed  in  a  melancholy  tone,  “  Where  fhall  I 
“  ftnd  a  place  to  lay  my  head  ? — I  that  have  voted 
“  for  the  death  of  my  king  !” 


The 


(  *5  ) 


t  f.  • 

Hie  wives  of  the  deported  perfons  waited  on 
fcveral  of  the  Deputies  to  obtain  an  alleviation  of 
their  fate.  “  W  hat  reafon  have  you  to  complain  ?’7 
replied  Jacomin,  who  had  juft  been  nominated  a 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Infpedlors:  ce  your 
“  hufbands  will  be  deported,  whereas  they  deferred 
“  death. ” — “  They  liave  been  treated  with  lenity,4’ 
faid  another ;  “  they  ought  to  have  been  fhot.,: 
Bailleul  laid,  with  a  Imile  of  derifion,  that  Guiana 
was  a  very  good  country ;  and  there  was  nothing 

alarming  in  deportation.  Le  Hardy  alone  fhowed 
fome  ligns  of  humanity. 

The  wife  of  one  ot  the  deported  waited  on 
Merlin,  hoping  to  move  his  ccrnpaffion,  by  re- 
prefenting  the  great  age  and  infirmities  of  her 

4  i 

hufband.  She  employed  in  his  behalf  that  affect¬ 
ing  eloquence  which  flows  dire&Iy  from  the  heart, 
and  which  women  alone  feem  to  poffefs.  Merlin, 
indeed,  for  a  moment,  appeared  fomewhat  af- 
feCted  ;  fome  tears  efeaped  him,  and  he  promiled 
to  comply  ;  but  when  he  returned  to  the  Directory 
he  foon  overcame  tins  emotion,  and  was  the  flrfl  to 
move  the  order  ot  the  day  on  his  memorial.  In¬ 
credible  as  it  may  appear,  it  is  a  faCf,  that  Merlin, 
after  having  dropt  two  or  three  tears,  revenged 

e  himfelf 


inmfelf  for  his  humanity  being  thus  furprifed,  by 
the  rejection  of  the  petition. 

Madame  Ladebat  never  came  to  the  Temple, 
but  her  hufband  laid  to  her,  Since  you  are  de~ 
“  termined  to  take  fome  fteps,  beware  of  fpeaking 
“  for  me  alone.  Speak  for  all ;  for  I  will  never 
“  confent  to  feparate  my  fate  from  that  of  my  col- 
leagues.”  Laffond-Ladebat  was  at  the  head  of 
a  coniiderable  houfe  of  trade,  and  its  failure  might 
have  ruined  many  other  houfes.  Yet  even  thefe 

conftderations,  powerful  as  they  were,  did  not  in¬ 
fluence  his  condudh  ’ 

Two  hours  after  their  arrival  in  the  Temple,  the 
deported  perfons  vilited  the  apartments  in  the 
tower.  “  This/’  laid  La  Vilheurnois,  who  acted  as 
their  guide,  “  was  the  chamber  of  the  unfortunate 
“  Louis  XVI.  /’  and  Rovere  raifed  his  hands  to¬ 
wards  heaven,  ftruck  his  forehead,  and  retired 
with  horror. 

The  deported  examined  with  the  greateft  atten¬ 
tion  the  following  fentences  written  with  a  pencil 

♦ 

on  the  wall  of  one  of  the  apartments :  cc  O  my 
“  God,  forgive  thofe  who  have  put  my  relations 
ic  to  death  !  O  my  Father,  look  down  upon  me 
from  the  heavens  above  !  May  the  French  nation 
fi  be.  happy  P’— ^  Gentlemen/’  faid  La  Vilheurnois, 


by  tlicfe  few  words  which  fire  has  inferibed,  you 
“  may  judge  of  the  greatnefs  of  foul  of  the  daugh- 
“  ter  of  Louis  XVI.— “  She  was  an  angel,”  added 
the  keeper :  “  as  long  as  I  am  here,  thefe  lines 
“  fir  all  never  be  effaced.” — “  You  are  a  worthy  fel- 
low,”  faid  Pichegru  ;  and  De  la  Rue  wrote  under 
the  words,  “  May  the  French  nation  be  happy  !’* 
the  following  fentence :  “  God  will  hear  the 

**  prayers  of  innocence.” 

The  keeper  treated  the  deported  with  great 
kindnefs,  as  he  had  always  aflcd  towards  his  pri- 
foners.  He  was  lhort’ly  after  difeharged. 

In  the  evening  of  the  f  8th  FrudHdor,  the  wife 
of  one  of  the  deported  was  accofted  as  fhe  left  the 
*1  cnrple  by  a  man  fhe  did  not  know :  “  Lou  are 
“  the  wile,”  faid  he,  “  of  one  of  thofe  unfortu- 

nate  men.”— “  Yes,  Sir,”  replied  the,  and  told 
him  the  name  of  her  hufband.  “  Ah,  Madam,” 

faid  he,  “  he  has  not  had  time  to  collect  together 

O 

“  a  great  flock  of  money  ;  permit  my  friendfhip  to 
“  Supply  him  with  this  trifling  advance.”  And 
with  thefe  words  he  prefented  her  three  rouleaux  of 
louis  d’ors,  with  a  delicacy  that  admitted  of  no 
refufal.  “  Generous  man  !”  faid  fhe,  “  my  huf* 
“  band  can  have  no  need  of  them  :  his  friends 
(c  have  already  provided  for  him.*’ — “  Well,”  re¬ 
plied  the.  flranger,  “  Pichegru,  Willot,  and  the 

e  2  reft. 
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“  reft,  are  not  fo  fortunate.  Lettliem  accept  the  offer- 
“  *ng  of  a  fincere  friend.”  And  with  thefe  words 
he  flipped  the  money  into  her  bofom,  notwith- 
ftanding  her  endeavours  to  refufe  it.  In  vain  did 

t 

the  inquire  the  name  of  this  eftimable  man 
he  left  her  without  anfwering  her  inquiries.  W or- 


bury  thy  ger.eronty  in  oblivion.  Thy  colleagues 
have  difeovered  thy  name,  and  have  not  been  de¬ 
ceived  in  their  conjectures. 

An  old  man,  a  ftranger  to  Madame  L*** 
waited  upon  her  in  the  morning  of  the  19th  Fruc- 
tidor,  and  addreffed  her  in  the  following  terms : 

Madam/’  laid  he,  “  I  have  promifed  your  hufi 
“  band  my  friendfhip  and  efteem.  Have  the 
cc  goodnefs  to  deliver  him  thefe  fifty  louis  d’ors. 
ef  1  am  unfortunate  in  having  at  prefent  no  more 
to  offer  him.  Adieu,  Madam  ;  you  mult  not 
cc  feel  your  delicacy  wounded:  I  am  only  lending 
c:  your  hufband  a  trifle,  which  he  will  repay  me 
c(  at  his  return.”  With  thefe  words  the  old  man 
took  his  leave,  without  mentioning  his  name.  His 
generofity,  however,  foon  betrayed  him. 

Pichegru,  at  his  departure  for  Guiana,  wept 
over  the  fate  of  his  filler,  and  of  his  poor  brother, 

a  minifler  of  the  Catholic  religion,  whom  he  entirely 

* 

maintained. 
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maintained,  and  who  were  thus  deprived  oi  ah 
their  refources  and  fupport :  for  Pichegru  was  rich 
in  nothing  but  in  virtues.  Accordingly,  when  lie 
departed,  he  left  a  debt  of  fix  hundred  livres  un¬ 
paid.  It  was  demanded  of  thefe  two  unfortunate 
perfons,  and  they  were  unable  to  retain  the  few 
remaining  objects  of  their  affedtion,  the  drefs,  the 
hat,  and  the  fword,  of  the  conqueror  of  Holland. 
They  were  fold.  Thefe  were  the  only  riches  of 
this  Ample  and  virtuous  man.  What  a  contraft ! 
The  chief  movers  of  the  revolution  of  the  18th 
Fru&idor,  now  driven  from  their  thrones,  retire 
to  their  eft  cites ;  while  Pichegru,  proud  of  his  ho¬ 
nourable  poverty,  wanders  in  haplefs  exile  far  from 
his  native  country. 

Barthelemy,  fucceffively  AmbafTador  and  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  French  nation,  had  no  other  pro¬ 
perty  than  a  farm,  worth  about  twenty-five  thou- 
fand  livres. 

Willot,  at  the  time  of  his  profeription,  had  no 
more  than  one  thoufand  livres  ;  and  this  fum  he 
had  lent  to  a  man  he  confidered  as  his  friend,  and 
who,  under  various  flimfy  pretexts,  refuted  to  re¬ 
pay  his  debt. 

LafFond-Ladebat,  entirely  devoted  to  the  inte- 
refts  of  his  country,  had  long  forgotten  to  purfue 

his 


Bis  own  advantage.  Though  he  had  once  been 
po Hefted  of  immenfe  property,  he  now  left  no 
more  than  would  liquidate  his  debts;  and  his 
children,  who  had  been  brought  up  in  expe&atian 
of  opulence,  have  no  other  patrimony  than  the 
example  of  his  probity  and  of  his  virtues. 

De  la  Rue  maintained  his  aged  father  and  all 
his  family,  who  were  rich  before  the  revolution, 
but  were  entirely  ruined  by  that  event ;  and  he  was 
even  indebted  to  the  generality  of  friendihip  for 
the  aids  he  received  at  his  departure.  His  worthy 
and  rcfpedtable  father  was  now  inconfolable.  His 
misfortunes  however  were  not  able  to  deflroy  him, 
and  he  lived  in  hopes  of  again  beholding  his  fon. 
Four  months  after  this  cruel  reparation,  he  was 
informed  that  an  officer  of  marine  had  arrived  at 
Paris,  who  had  feen  him  in  the  wilds  of  Guiana. 
He  was  exceedingly  anxious  immediately  to  fee 
and  to  converfe  with  this  officer;  and  as  his  ftory 
mult  be  interefting  to  the  whole  family,  they  were 
all  affernhled  to  receive  him.  The  worthy  officer 
came;  but  the  old  man,  overpowered  with  joy  as 
he  arofe  to  embrace  him,  fell  a  vidlim  to  his  plea- 
fure  and  furprife,  and  died  in  his  arms. 

Tron^on  du  Coudray  had  no  revenue  but  his 

faJarv, 
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ihlary^  and  of  this  he  was  of  courfe  deprived  before 
his  departure  for  Guiana. 

Almoil  all  the  deported  perfons  had  long  tilled 
the  firft  offices  of  the  republic,  yet  on  the  1 8th. 
Fruclidor  they  were  fuddenly  reduced  to  indigence. 
Inhabitants  of  Fiance,  compare  and  judge  ! 

A  Letter  from  one  of  the  profcribed  Deputies 
will  throw  additional  light  on  this  memorable  Re¬ 
volution. 

De  la  Rue  to  his  Friend  G - -  at  Paris . 

“  Sinamary,  26th  Frimaire,  fixth  Year. 
u  My  health  and  my  courage  do  not  fail  me. 
“  Both  the  one  and  the  other  are  caufes  of  delpair 
“  to  our  dcitroyers.  They  imagine  that  while 
they  at  once  attack  our  bodies  by  the  molt  bar- 
“  barons  treatment,  and  our  minds  by  depriving 
us  of  all  that  is  dear  to  us,  we  ffiall  at  length 
“  link  beneath  the  weight  of  fuch  an  accumula- 
“  tion  of  evils.  The  firength,  however,  that  is 
l(  derived  from  a  pure  confcienre  cannot  be  con- 
iC  ceived  by  the  man  that  is  continually  perfecuted 
“  by  rem  or  fe.  His  hopes  are  extinguifhed,  and 
“  the  future  offers  no  charms  to  thofe  who  dread 
“  the  punifhment  of  their  crimes.  Hence  our 
2  (c  daftardly 


s:  daftardly  perfecutors  could  not  have  believed 

cc  our  rellgnation  fo  great, — -they  could  not  form 

“  an  eflimate  of  our  energy  i  for  we  derived  it 

( 

“  from  a  fource  which  to  them  is  utterly  unknown. 
Their  rigour  towards  us  is  injurious  even  to 
their  own  plans  :  for  we  perceive  in  it  a  kind  of 
barometer  of  their  fears  and  alarms.  Hence, 
the  more  fevere  they  are,  the  more  do  our  hopes 
“  increafe;  and  our  confidence  in  the  courage,  the 

1  4 

“  love  of  true  liberty,  and  the  principles  of  honour 
<c  of  the  French  nation,  gain  firength.  We  are  per- 
ct  fuaded  they  already  perceive  the  wickednefs  and 
iC  atrocioufnefs  of  their  tyrants.  Oh,  that  we  could 
“  have  laid  open  to  them  the  truth  before  our  de~ 
portation  !  Oh,  that  we  could  have  proclaimed 
u  to  them  : — 

“  £  We  have  Ions;  obferved  and  narrowly  watched 

O  J 

“  the  manoeuvres  of  the  triumvirs  to  remove  the 
obftacles  that  oppofed  their  outrageous  tyranny  $ 
to  extinguifh  the  light  that  would  have  betrayed 
“  their  fcandalous  dilapidations,  and  to  deftrOy  all 
“  tho'fe  virtuous  men  who  were  deftrous  the  con- 
“  ftitution  fhould  reft  on  the  only  pillars  that 
“  could  fupport  it — -juftice  in  all  its  plenitude,  and 
“  order  in  all  its  rigour.’ 

“  Already  had  we  defected  an  attempt,  of  which 

(<  Hoche 


44  Hoche  was  the  chief  mover,  and  which  at  this 
44  day  muft  appear  dcmonflrative  to  the  moft  in- 
44  credulous,  namely,  that  the  troops  brought  to 
44  Paris  under  his  orders  were  intended  lor  the  en- 
46  terprife  afterwards  executed  by  Augereau.  My 
44  denunciation  of  that  meafure  was,  however,  at 
44  that  time  confidered  as  too  ftrong,  by  certain 
44  temporizers,  who,  notwithflanding,  were  no 
44  better  treated  than  myfelf,  and  who  fufFer  the 
44  additional  ihame  and  remorfe  of  being  the  pri- 
44  mary  caufes  of  the  calamities  of  their  country, 
44  Thefe  men  more  particularly  cenfured  the  paf: 
44  fage  wherein  I  reprefented,  that  the  march  of 
44  thofe  troops  was  a  part  of  a  grand  plan  of 
44  attack,  formed  long  before,  upon  the  pureft  part 
44  of  the  legiflative  body,  and  the  execution  of 
44  which  was  perhaps  deferred  only  for  a  fhort 

i 

44  period.  Yet  my  fufpicions  were  but  too  juft, 
44  and  we  were  in  pofleflion  of  fuch  proofs  as 
44  amounted  to  a  moral  certainty,  a  week  before 
44  the  perpetration  of  the  crime.  There  were  in 
44  the  Council  a  vaft  number  even  of  thinking 
44  men,  who  would  not  believe  it  without  mathe- 
44  matical  demon flration  and  phyfical  proof.  But 
*4  is  it  not  a  ftrange  mode  of  combatting  confpira- 
tors,  to  defer  attacking  them  till  their  confpiracy 

f  4  ‘  has 
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*•'  has  broken  out ;  that  is  to  fay,  till  no  means 

/ 

exift  for  preventing  its  fuccefs  ?  A  body  whole 
whole  force  and  moft:  effectual  relift  a  nee  refide 
u  in  words  and  in  public  opinion,  rauft  neceffarily 
cc  fall,  unlefs  they  can  anticipate  their  deftroyers. 
“  Of  this  truth  our  hiftory  is  one  inftance,  among 
<c  innumerable  others.  Yet  notwithftanding  the 
difficulties  we  encountered  at  every  ftep,  Pi- 
chegru  and  myfelf  carried  a  refolution  that  a 
“  Report  would  be  made  from  the  Committee  of 

/  y 

“  Tnfpedlors ;  and  it  was  of  importance  that  the 
ss  member  who  was  to  make  it  fhould  have  but 
<c  few  prejudices  to  contend  with.  Thibaudeau 
“  would  have  been  the  moft  proper  perfon  ;  but 
4i'  he  refufed.  Emmery  was  equally  indifpofed  to 
undertake  this  office  ;  and  our  laft  refource  was 
“  Vaublanc,  who  did  not  accept  it  till  after  three 
“  days  of  uncertainty.  He  was  to  have  made  the 
Report  on  the  17th  ;  but  by  what  fatality  1  know 
c:  not,  he  was  not  ready  on  the  day  appointed. 

We  demanded  therefore  his  word  of  honour 
cs  that  he  would  complete  it  the  next  day  ;  and 
6C  this  pledge  he  gave  us.  Thus  the  Report  now 
a  became  certain.  The  laft  determination  was 
“  taken  at  half  paft  one  o’clock ;  at  two  the  Di- 
reeftory  were  informed  of  it ;  and  at  tnree  the 

“  orders 


orders  were  given  for  the  grand  enterprife,  which 
was  to  be  concealed  under  the  pretext  of  a 
general  military  exercife  in  the  plain  of  Mont- 
rouge.  Of  this,  information  was  brought  us  at 
half  paft  three,  at  which  time,  our  fitting  not 
being  doled,  we  were  defirous  of  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  that  eircumfiance  ;  I  therefore  informed 
the  prefident,  that  that  Committee  were  about  to 
demand  a  general  committee,  and  then  to  invite 
the  Council  to  make  its  fittings  permanent.  He 
approved  of  my  plan,  which  I  immediately  went 
to  tranfmit  to  the  prefident  of  the  Council  of  An¬ 
cients,  who  received  it  with  equal  fatisfaction* 
But  perceiving  that  lbme  members  (who  were,  no 
doubt,  in  thefecret;  for  there  were  many  of  them) 
became  impatient  at  the  length  of  the  fitting, 
he  gave  a  fignal  to  D***,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  Committee,  and  afked  him  what  news ; 
upon  which  who  was  one  of  the  incredu¬ 

lous,  but  was  fincere  in  his  unbelief,  replied,  that 
things  continued  juft  in  the  fame  flate  :  upon 
which  the  fitting  broke  up. 

“  The  initiated  party,  dreading  our  Report,  cir¬ 
culated  a  rumour  in  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred, 
that  the  other  Council  were  no  longer  fitting,  and 

O  O  7 

immediately  ours  feparated.  This  ciifappoint* 
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men!  increased  the  embarraffment  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  which  adjourned  at  feven  o’clock,  to  con¬ 
cert  meafures  with  that  of  the  Council  of  An¬ 
cients.  We  had  fcarcely  re-afiembled  before  we 

«/ 

received  intelligence  by  various  channels  that 
the  fatal  moment  was  now  approaching.  But 
they  all  left  us  in  total  uncertainty  as  to  the  mo¬ 
ment,  or  even  the  day,  when  we  were  to  expect  it. 
“  At  eleven  o'clock  we  broke  up  our  fitting, 
without  knowing  any  thing  further  than  what 
had  been  told  us  at  the  Council,  and  everything 
exhibiting  an  appearance  of  the  profoundeft  tran¬ 
quillity.  This  circumftance  contributed  in  a 
great  meafure  to  reftore  our  confidence.  The 
two  members,  whofe  turn  it  was  to  be  upon 
guard,  remained  alone,  agreeing  to  inform  us  if 
any  thing  important  happened.  At  two  in  the 
morning  they  received  intelligence  that  the  troops 
were  in  motion,  and  having  convinced  themfelves 
of  the  truth  of  this  report,  by  the  teftimony  of 
their  fenles,  they  difpatched  meflengers  to  us 
without  a  moment’s  lofs  of  time,  and  prepared 
letters  of  convocation  for  the  members  of  the 
Councils.  All  our  meafures  were,  however, 
fruftrated  by  the  intervention  of  the  armed  force. 

The  Committee  were  furrounded,  and  even  ar~ 

“  refted. 
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relied ^  together  with  ten  members  of  the  two 
Councils,  who  had  repaired  to  it  to  learn  the 
caufc  of  the  movements  that  were  taking  place. 
I  alfo  went  thither  myfelf,  and  having  forced  my 
way  through  three  bodies  of  foldiers,  1  demanded 
to  participate  in  the  honourable  fate  of  my  col¬ 
leagues :  to  which  they  contented  the  more  rea¬ 
dily,  as  I  was  one  of  (he  firft  on  the  profeription 
lift.  In  the  mean  while  we  held  out  to  the  fol- 
diers  the  Conliitution  as  the  only  weapon  we 
would  oppole  to  them,  declaring  that  they  were 
thus  rendered  guilty  of  violating  both  the  confti- 

O  J  O 

tution  and  their  oaths  to  fupport  it ;  but  their 
commanding  officers  replied,  that  they  could  obey 
no  other  law  than  the  orders  of  the  Directory. 
‘  Then  ftrikef  faid  I,  at  the  fame  time  opening 
my  bofom,  c  lirike  ;  for  it  is  our  duty  not  to  aban¬ 
don  this  fpot  but  with  our  lives  : — yes,  be  the 
afTaffins’  (continued  I,  pointing  to  Pichegru) 
of  him,  under  whom  it  has  been  your  boafi  to 
march  to  victory,  and  bathe  in  his  blood  the 
laurels  he  has  placed  upon  your  brows/ — Y\  ith 
this  Tally,  in  which  I  was  followed  by  all  my  col¬ 
leagues,  the  foldiers  were  ftruck,  and  helitated 
fora  moment  :  which  their  General  perceiving, 
re-animated  them  bv  feizing  one  of  our  number 
c  Cf  bv 
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liic  collar.  Upon  this,  his  example  tvas  foU 
lowed  by  a  tcore  oi  his  men,  and  immediately 
“  above  two  hundred  foldiers  dragged  us  to  the 
“  carriages  that  were  in  waiting  for  us. 

liic  remainder  of  our  ftory  regards  ourfelves 
alone,  and  not  the  public  intereft  :  I  therefore 

icfeive  it  tor  a  feparatc  narrative  we  are  draw- 
“  ing  up. 

i  nus  it  appears,  that  the  only  error  of  the 
Committee,  under  all  thefe  dangers  and  difficult 

to was,  the  poftponmg  for  four  and  twenty 
houis,  the  Report  on  which  they  had  refolvech 
I  his  Report,  however,  might,  perhaps,  have  only 
produced  new  misfortunes  to  the  Committee 
themleives,  who  could  only  have  declared  to  the 
Council  their  full  conviction  of  the  fact,  and 
nave  detailed  various  anonymous,  though  very 
certain  intelligence.  Thole  members  who  were 
connected  with  the  triumvirs,  would  have  rifen 
;c  up  againft  us  for  having  dared  to  accufe,  with- 
out  legal  proof,  the  firft  authorities  of  the  great* 
u  eft  of  crimes.  We  fliould  have  been  called  Ca- 
ci  lumniaiors ,  enemies  to  the  confiitution,  and  point- 
cd  out  as  the  only  true  eonfpirators.  The  tem- 
44  porizers  and  the  incredulous,  among  whom  mutt 
“  he  included  the  leading  members  of  the  Council 

“  of 
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of  Ancients,  would  at  leaf!  have  taxed  us  with 
imprudence  and  vilionary  dclufion;  Augereau 

would  equally  have  performed  his  general  exercifc , 

\ 

which  ferved  as  the  veil  to  his  military  operations; 
the  Directory  would,  in  a  meflage  replete  with 
perfidy,  have  offered  a  fallacious  jollification  of 
thcmfelves,  and  no  doubt  would  have  brought  an 
accufation  againft  the  Committee;  and  thus  the 
Council  would  have  recompcnfed  our  zeal  and 
devotion  to  our  duty,  by  palling  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  or  even,  perhaps,  by  a  vote  of  cenfure. 
In  fhort,  all  France  would  have  been  convinced, 
that  we  had,  at  leaft,  made  a  very  bungling  bu¬ 
ll  nefs  of  our  com  million. 

“  None  of  thefe  reflections  had  efeaped  us,  and 
we  perceived  the  whole  danger  of  the  Hep  we  were 
taking;  but  we  lhould  have  been  certain  of  at 
lead  poflponing  the  execution  of  the  enterprife, 
and  of  gaining  an  invaluable  interval  of  time. 
We  even  hoped  afterwards  to  procure  fuflicient 
proofs  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  Councils,  and  of 
the  nation  at  large.  Our  felfdove,  and  our  in- 
tereft,  could  not  therefore,  for  an  infant,  prevail, 
againft  fuch  weighty  confidcrations.  We  had 
already  made  up  our  minds  to  all  thefe  facrifices, 

and 


it 
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and  even  to  that  of  our  lives  :  nor  can  our  fobfe- 
quent  conduct  leave  any  doubt  of  the  truth  of 
£C  this  aflertion. 

Yet,  after  weighing  both  tides  of  the  account, 
<£  I  conliderthe  actual  reful t  of  thefe  events  as  for- 


*£  lunate  for  our  country.  We,  indeed,  are  moft 
<(  cruelly  become  the  victims  of  this  convulfion. 
“  but  we  are  the  only  victims  :  all  tbofe  who  were 
“  included  in  the  fame  decree,  are  either  concealed 


in  France  itfelf,  or  have  withdrawn  into  neigh- 


“  bouring  countries,  and  may  in  greater  fafety,  and 
“  more  at  their  cafe,  wait  for  the  fall  of  this  Direc- 
torial  tyranny.  We  alone  are  under  its  lath, 

■J 

which  is  ready  to  fall  upon  us  on  the  leaft  fignal 
from  the  tyrants. 

•J 

Our  countrymen,  a  part  ot  whom  have  fuf- 
i:  icred  themiclvcs  to  be  fo  much  decei\ed  relative 


to  our  conduct,  will  now  learn  the  true  objedl  of 
**  that  perfidious  iaclion,  and  the  mafs  of  cans  oui 
refi fiance  prevented.  I  nus  they  may,  at  length, 
decide  which  party  a  died  with  the  pureft  intern 
lions.  Had  we  raifed  an  armed  force  again  ft 
them,  a  civil  war  would  have  been  the  confe- 
«  quence.  The  foldiers,  raided  by  the  calumnies 
which  the  triumvirs  overwhelmed  them, 

a  would 
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would  have  indulged  in  the  crucllcft  cxceffes, 
and  the  impoflors  would  again  have  tound  it 
eafy  to  lay  the  calamities  of  the  country  to  out 
charge.  But  we  will  leave  it  to  the  operation  ot 
time  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  troops.  7  lie  actions 
of  thofe  who  now  deceive  them,  will  powerfully 
concur  in  producing  this  effect  ;  and  the  aimics 
thcinfelves  will  toon  unite  with  the  refl  of  the 
nation,  from  which  fo  much  pains  have  been 
taken  to  feparate  them,  to  throw  off  this  fhameful 
yoke.  Our  moll  ardent  wifh  is,  that  this  may  take 
place  without  too  violent  a  fhock,  and  moio 
efpecially  without  effufion  of  blood. — Alas  !  the 
blood  of  my  countrymen  is  perhaps  flowing, 
even  now  while  I  am  writing,  efpecially  on 
the  frontiers  of  the  empire.  For,  it  is  highly 
probable,  the  foreign  powers  will  no  longer 
have  been  willing  to  negotiate  with  perjured 
Governors,  who  have  violated  the  laws  them- 
felves  have  infiituted,  and  with  uturpers 
that  are  unworthy  of  any  confidence  whate\cr. 
Hence  the  war  will  probably  have  been  renew  ed 
with  increafed  fury,  and  all  the  calamities  that  luvs  c 
already  accompanied  it  will  again  pour  in  upon 
our  devoted  country,  which  has  been  too  much 

q  “  exhaufted 


"  cxhauiled  to  be  able  to  fupport  tins  new  crifig. 
“  This  idea  in  fome  meafure  embitters  the  confo- 

“  lationswe  derive  from  the  hopes  of  an  approach- 
“  ing  change  in  its  fit  nation,  and  [  am  more  efpe- 

<-!,.!!}  dfflidted  with  the  idea  that  all  I  potfefs,  all 
.that  tlill  attaches  me  to  that  miferable  country,  is 
“  under  the  lath  of  dcipots,  whom  circumftances 

“  Willf°0n  furnilh  with  fr  many  pretexts  for  in- 
“  dulging  their  deft ru dive  paffions.  Calumny 

"  and  perfecution  will  now  be  let  loofc  againti 

^  CVery  one  that  is  connected  with  us ;  but  equally 
<c  pure  with  ourfelves,  you  will,  like  us,  rife  fope- 

‘‘  n°r  to  the  tranfient  events  of  the  day,  and  the 
fury  of  our  enemies  will  break  their  force  againtl 
,£  the  refiftleis  force  of  your  virtues.  With  foch 

encrgy  you  be  certain  of  triumphing;  for 

“  moft  atfuredly  virtue,  and  an  adherence  to  the 

*’  principles  of  order  and  morality,  will  at  length 
“  prevail.  '  b  \ 


i  C 


SC 


“  Adieu!  1  muft  put  an  end  to  this  fancied 
“  converfation  with  my  dear  friend,  for  my  letter 

“  1S  calIed  for-  Endeavour  to  confole  my  unfortu- 
“  natc  Sufan,  and  prefs  my  Emilius  in  thy  arms. 
c“  It  I  mu  ft,  indeed,  meet  my  fate  in  diftant  cli¬ 
mates,  remind  my  children,  that  if  l  have  fallen 


a  vidiira 
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if 


a  victim  to  the  tyranny  of  men,  they  ought  only 
to  endeavour  to  revenge  my  death  by  exerting 
a  their  utmoft  efforts,  like  their  father,  to  be  ufe- 
iC  ful  to  their  country. 

“  Embrace  all  our  friends  for  me;  tell  them 
that  nothing  fhall  ever  diminifh  my  attachment 

0 

ic  to  them,. 

(Signed)  “  De  la 
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DEPARTURE  FROM  PARIS. 


AND 


V  0  YA  G  E  TO  G  U I A  NA. 


H  E  deported  perfons  fet  off  by  night  for  the 
place  ot  their  banifhment.  Murinais,  fupported 
by  one  ot  his  colleagues,  entered  the  iron  carriage 
in  which  he  was  to  travel,  with  perfect  flannels. 
“  You  will  be  very  uncomfortable  here,”  laid  Du 
Coudray :  “  Oh,  no !”  replied  the  old  man, 
there  is  comfort  every  where  for  thofe  whofe 
“  confciences  are  at  reft.”  Augereau  now  approach¬ 
ing  Le  Tellier,  faid  to  him,  “  For  the  la  ft  time  I 
advife  you  to  reflect  on  what  you  are  about  to 
engage  in  ;  are  you  abfolutely  determined  to 
follow  this  deported  man  ?”  (pointing  to  Barthe- 
lemy.)  “  I  have  no  need  of  reflection,”  replied 
Lc  Tellier;  “  I  have  never  deferted  my  matter  in 
profperity,  nor  will  I  abandon  him  in  adverfity.” 
“  He  is  a  madman,”  faid  Augereau  ;  “  let  him 


go. 


“  What  right  have  you  to  tranfport  me  ?”  faid 
La  Vilheurnois  to  the  Minitter  Sottin  :  “I  have 
been  tried,  and  your  laws  do  not  authorize  this 

arbitrary 


(  6 
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tfC  arbitrary  meafure/,-1-a  Our  laws  !  1  fa  id  Sottin, 
laughing  ;  cc  are  they  not  your  laws  alfo  r” — “  No, 
«  Sir/'  replied  he  ;  “  1  do  not  allociate  myfelf  with 
“  fuch  mifcrcants.” — u  That,”  laid  Sottin,  <c  is  the 
“  very  reafon  why  tlicfe  mifcr  cants  fend  you  to 
«  Guiana.” — “  They  will  one  day  come  there,” 
added  he,  “  and  fill  our  places  ;  but  they  will  not 
“  enjoy  the  fame  tranquillity  with  ourfelves.” 

The  wife  of  one  of  the  deported  perfons,  not 
knowing  her  hufband  had  fet  off  during  the  night, 
waited  on  Reubell  at  feven  in  the  morning  to  requeft 
a  reprieve.  Reubell  had  himfelf  figned  the  order 
for  his  departure  ;  yet  inftead  of  correcting  her  mil- 
take,  he  was  mean  and  bafe  enough  to  promife  the 
delay  fhe  requefted  :  thus,  when  flie  went  to  the 
Temple  to  announce  her  fuccefs  to  her  hufband, 
flie  found  a  note  from  him  which  diilipated  the 
illufion. 

The  deported  perfons  were  almoft  every  where 
thrown  into  the  darkeft  dungeons ;  at  Orleans, 
however,  they  received  the  ftrongefl  marks  of 
affection  and  efleem ;  means  were  even  fought  to 
enable  them  to  efcape  ;  but  as  they  could  not  all 
be  laved,  the  friends  of  Willot  and  13c  la  Rue  pro- 
pofed  to  furnifh  them  with  the  means  ot  fafety ; 

this,  however,  they  refufed  without  hefitation, 

fearing 
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iejiiug  inereby  io  aggravate  the  misfortunes  of 
their  colleagues;  and  Barbe-Marbois,  Picbe-'rru 
La  Vilheurnois,  and  Aubry,  imitated  their  generous 
example  a  few  days  after. 

I  iehegi  a  had  three  different  opportunities  of 
efcaping.  At  Alois  he  received  a  note  in  the  fol- 
lowing  terms ;  “General,  it  is  in  your  power  to 
quit  the  prifon  where  you  are  confined;  a  horfe 
“  is  ready  for  you  to  mount,  and  you  may  efoape 
“  by  afi  tuning  another  name,  in  which  a  paffport 
“  fhail  be  provided  :  if  you  accept  the  propofa?, 
“  approach  the  guard  as  foon  as  you  have 
read  this  note,  and  wear  your  hat  as  a  mark  of 
fC  four  acquiefcence ;  in  that  cafe  be  dreffed  and 

f 

<s  awake  at  two.  o’clock  in  the  mornine:.”  Piche°Tu 
however,  approached  the  guard  without  his  hat ; 
the  perfon  who  would  have  faved  him,  beheld  him 
with  admiration,  and  went  his  way. 

Madame  Barbe-Marbois  came  from  Metz,  as 
iar  as  Blois,  where,  after  a  very  long  journey,  fhe 
obtained  permiffion  to  fee  her  hufband.  She 
found  the  deported  perfons  m  the  molt  deplor** 
able  condition,  and  devoted  all  her  care  to  pro¬ 
cure  fome  alleviations  for  their  rniferies.  On  her 
arrival  at  Paris,  fhe  threw  herfelf  at  the  feet  of 
fee  tyrants,  and  buril  into  tears*  They  promifed 
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every  thing  flic  allced,  and  Merlin  aflured  her 
he  would  fend  a  courier  with  frefli  orders.  Yet 
no  change  was  made  in  thofe  already  given,  and 
the  deported  perfons  continued  their  route  over¬ 
whelmed  with  the  moll  ignominious  treatment. 

v V  hen  Madame  Barbe-Marbois  left  the  prifon  of 
Blois,  an  ofliccr  of  gendarmerie  offered  her  his 
hand,  upon  which  General  Du  Tertre,  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  efcort,  ordered  this  worthy  and 

feeling  officer  under  arrefi,  and  a  few  days  after 
cafliiered  him. 

This  Du  Tertre,  who  had  but  recently  been  li¬ 
berated  from  the  gallies,  had  been  appointed  by 
Augereau  to  take  charge  of  his  victims.  This 
man  pocketted  the  money  entrufted  to  him  for 
their  travelling  expenfes,  and  plundered  them  in 
the  moll  fhamelefs  manner.  Two  months  previ¬ 
ous  to  its  fall  the  old  Directory  feemed  to  recol  • 
left  this  robbery.  Du  Tertre  was  arrefied,  and 
ordered  to  give  an  account  of  the  monies  he  had 
received,  but  he  only  replied  by  JacobltiJh  decla¬ 
mation ;  and  Augereau  having  made  an  applica¬ 
tion  in  his  behalf,  he  was  liberated  after  a  fort- 

night’s  imprifonment- 

Rovere’s  wife,  then  in  the  eighth  month  of  her 
pregnancy,  followed  her  hufband  to  Rochefort, 

where 


cor- 
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where  flic  unfortunately  arrived  too  late,  the 
vette  having  already  failed.  This  excellent  wo¬ 
man,  in  even  her  delicate  fituation,  afforded  a  rare 
example  of  conjugal  tendernefs.  O  you,  that 
might  incline  to  judge  too  fevercly  of  her  con- 
du£t,  hearken  to  the  voice  of  candour,  and  fuf- 
pend  the  feverity  of  your  deciflons.  Madame 
Revere,  it  is  true,  was  formerly  divorced— but  had 
you  been  witneffes  of  her  dauntlefs  fortitude  and 
affectionate  attachment,  you  would  forget  her  er¬ 
rors,  and  convert  your  cenfure  into  admiration. 
Men  of  generoflty  and  worth  1  women  of  fen- 
fibility  and  virtue !  ye  whole  botoms  heave  with 
the  facred  impulfes  of  nature,  and  fwell  with  the 
reciprocities  of  affedion,  ah  !  if  ye  have  expe¬ 
rienced  the  delights  or  the  torments  ot  love,  if  his 
refiftlefs  fire  ever  melted  your  fouls,  come  and 
weep  over  the  kite  of  this  haplefs  lover  !  ’Tis  you 
alone  I  addrefs— let  thofe  \vho  are  dead  to  fallibi¬ 
lity,  be  deaf  alfo  to  my  pleading. 

Rovere’s  wife,  as  I  have  already  faid,  arrived 

at  Rochefort  when  the  corvette  had  juft  failed. 

She  now  wildly  beheld  that  ocean  which  divided 

her  from  the  only  object  of  her  love.— She  could 

no  longer  contemplate  his  cherifhed  features,  nor 

hang  upon  his  accuftomed  voice.  For  a  moment 

her 
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her  fancy  fcemcd  to  perceive  the  veffcl  that  here 
him  from  her  view,  and  her  foul  feemed  ready  to 
Hart  forth  and  take  its  flight  to  mingle  with  that 
of  her  beloved  hulband. 

Two  months  palled  on  without  receiving  any 
news  from  him  :  this  was  a  dreadful  interval  of 
anxiety  and  of  horror  !  In  vain  did  fhe,  together 
with  her  unfortunate  companions,  implore  the 
pity  and  compaffion  of  the  tyrants,  for  informa¬ 
tion  whither  they  had  fent  him.  Tyrants  are  in- 
acceffible  to  thofe  tender  feelings. 

At  length,  however,  a  letter  from  her  hufband 
arrived,  and  fhe  learnt  that  Cayenne  was  the 
country  that  held  him.  Infiantly  the  deferts  of 
Sinamary  aflumed  the  finding  charms  of  nature’s 
richeft  feenery,  and  at  Sinamary  fhe  determined  to 
fix  her  abode,  and  participate  in  his  fate, — Deaf 
to  every  motive  that  difluaded  her  from  fo  bold 
an  enterprife,  her  only  happinefs  was  beyond  the 
feas ;  and  the  wilds  of  Guiana  feemed  to  her  more 
defirable  than  the  polTeffion  of  the  univerfe. 
Her  unexampled  courage  feemed  to  nerve  the 
minds  of  every  one  around  her ;  her  female  at¬ 
tendants,  the  nurfe  that  fullered  her  child,  her 
aged  footman,  no  one  would  confent  to  defer!  her. 
At  length  fhe  yielded  to  their  entreaties,  and  they  all 
failed  for  Guiana.  The  vefiel  in  which  they  failed 

H 


was 
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was  taken  by  the  Englifh — but  the  Englifh  refpedled 
her  misfortunes.  The  motives  of  her  voyage  being 
explained,  inftead  of  treating  her  as  an  enemy,  they 
generoufly  offered  her  the  bell  and  fureft  means 
of  arriving  at  the  place  of  her  detlination. — Thus 
once  more  fhe  embarked  with  a  ferene  fky  and  a 
tranquil  tea,  and  all  things  feemed  to  whifper  that 
every  peril  was  at  an  end.  But  the  Almighty, 
who  looks  down  from  the  heavens  above,  and 
accepts  the  repentance  and  remorfe  of  his  creatures 
here  below,  yet  extends  not  impunity  beyond  the 
bounds  of  juft  ice  and  mercy.  Rovere  was  now 
in  momentary  expectation  again  to  embrace  his 
beloved  wife,  again  to  prefs  his  children  to  his 
bofom  in  Tranfatlantic  exile,  and  thus  all  his  fuf- 
fering  feemed  to  be  brought  to  a  clofe.  But  he 
had  been  guilty  of  too  many  crimes  to  be  thus 

rewarded*  The  pardon,  for  which  he  breathed 

/  . 

forth  the  figh  of  repentance  from  the  bottom  of 
his  heart,  demanded  a  ftriking  atonement.  The 
gates  of  Eternity  were  about  to  be  opened  to  him, 
and  it  was  neceffarv  he  fhould  firft  meet  fome 
exemplary  punifhment  for  his  crimes.  Elis  wife 
arrived,  and  Rovere,  knowing  fhe  would  land 
on  the  Ihores  of  Cayenne,  went  eagerly  to  meet 

her,  and  throw  himfelf  into  her  arms  :  but  the 

Divine 
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Divine  juftice  was  heavy  upon  his  head  ;  the  hand 
of  God  ftruck  him,  and  he  ceafed  to  exift. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  deported  perfons  at  Roche¬ 
fort,  they  were  immediately  embarked.  In  vain 
did  they  foiicit  a  few  hours  delay  to  receive  the 
neceflaries  their  friends  were  bringing  them.  Their 
jailors  were  inflexible ;  and  they  fet  fail  without 
the  moft  requifite  accommodations.  An  hour  or 
two  after  their  departure,  the  fon  of  Laffbnd-La- 
debat  and  the  brother-in-law  of  De  la  Rue  (Neu- 
ville)  arrived.  The  corvette  had  already  made 
confiderable  way,  and  was  no  longer  in  light.  The 
two  youths  were  now  quite  inconfolable ;  and  even 
the  failors  of  Rochefort  were  fo  much  affected  as 
to  weep  at  their  misfortunes.  They  flattered  them, 
however,  that  a  ray  of  hope  flill  remained.  “  The 
“  fea  is  very  rough,”  faid  they  ;  “  the  wind  is 
u  contrary  for  the  corvette,  and  fhe  mult  call 
“  anchor  at  a  certain  diftance  from  the  fhore. 
cc  You  may  therefore  flill  have  an  opportunity  of 
“  boarding  her.”  This  propofal  was  inftantly 
feized  with  avidity.  But  a  new  obftacle  now  pre- 
fented  itfelf:  they  could  not  board  the  corvette 
without  a  permit  from  the  Director  ot  the  Marine, 
who  was  then  at  Rochelle. 

Without  further  lofs  of  time,  however,  one  of 

h  2  the 
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the  youths  repaired  thither,  and  foliated  a  permit ; 
but  was  anfwered,  that  the  deported  had  already 
got  out  to  tea,  and  that  they  had  certainly  hot 
brought  to.  Upon  this  he  applied  to  the  failors, 
who  confulted  the  weather  with  the  fame  friendly 
withes  with  thole  of  Rochefort,  and  concurred  in 
the  fame  opinion.  The  Director  of  the  Marine, 
therefore,  no  longer  refufed,  and  the  permit  was 
granted. 

Neuville  now  returned  to  Rochefort ;  and,  toge¬ 
ther  with  young  Ladebat,  was  eager  to  embark. 
But  a  cruel  fatality  frill  purfued  them  :  for  the  fea 
was  extremely  rough,  and  the  danger  feemed  very 
great.  In  vain  did  the  failors  endeavour  to  diffuade 
them :  they  perfifted  in  their  object ;  till  at  length 
a  boatman,  influenced  by  the  love  of  gain  and  the 
earned  nefs  of  their  entreaties,  took  them  on  board 
ills  little  bark.  At  their  departure,  a  great  number 
of  perfons  crowded  round  them  ;  one  to  fend  fifty 
iouis  d’ors  to  Willot,  another  to  convey  a  rouleau 
to  Pichegru,  and  a  third  (making  no  diftindtion  of 
perfons)  to  alleviate  the  fate  of  all  the  deported. 
All  kinds  of  aids  were  offered  them  ;  but  their  boat 
would  foarcely  contain  what  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary.  At  length  it  left  the  fliore,  watched  by  the 
eves  of  the  beholders  with  the  moil  lively  intereft, 

J,  J 
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xviiile  hope  feemed  to  waft  the  two  friends  on  the 
waves.  At  length  they  perceived  the  corvette,  and 
their  hearts  rebounded  with  joy.  But  when  they 
got  within  hail  they  were  ordered  not  to  approach. 
Upon  this,  though  they  were  forced  to  lie  down 
in  the  boat,  to  avoid  the  waves  that  broke  over 
them,  they  rofe,  and  held  up  a  paper,  to  fhow  they 
had  a  permit  to  board  the  corvette.  To  that  fignal 
however  they  only  received  tins  cruel  anfwer:  If 

cc  you  approach  the  corvette  I  will  fire  on  you.  Come 
“  on  hoard  of  me C  The  voice  proceeded  from  the 
lugger  that  accompanied  the  corvette.  They  went 
on  board;  and,  having  delivered  their  money  and 
other  prefects,  they  were  ordered  to  go  back.  In 
vain  did  Laffo  nd- La  debat,  who  from  the  cockpit 
heard  his  foifs  voice,  folicit  permiffion  to  fee  him, 
and  prefs  him  to  his  bofom.  In  vain  did  the  affec¬ 
tionate  youth  beg  upon  his  knees  to  fee  his  father, 
hi  vain  did  he  exclaim,  Let  me  at  leaf!  receive 
his  bleffing  ”  He  was  coldly  anfwered  in  thefe 
words :  “  Return  to  Rochefort  f — The  poor  failor 
who  con  ducted  them  made  for  land,  his  eyes  over¬ 
flowing  With  tears  ;  while  the  two  vouths.  ftill  fix- 
ing  theirs  upon  the  corvette,  fought  to  meet  thole 
of  an  affectionate  father,  a  virtuous  friend. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  deported  flattered  them.- 

fH  ves 
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felves  with  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  return  to  their  native 
country ;  and  one  of  them  wrote  the  following 
lines  during  the  paffage,  addreffed  to  the  hoary- 
headed  General  Murinais,  whofe  health  was  already 
confiderably  impaired : 

Air. — Femmes y  voulez-vous  eprouvsr* 

Malgre  nos  cruels  ennemis. 

Nous  reverrons  un  jour  la  France  ; 

Pour  vos  parens,  pour  vos  amis, 

Confervez  bien  votre  exillence. 

Ah  !  puiffent  nos  foins  aflidus 
Long-tems  prolonger  votre  vie  l 
Vous  devez  encore  vos  vertus 
Et  vos  talens  a  la  patrie. 

Imitated, 

# 

In  fpite  of  cruel-hearted  foes, 

,  Again  our  homes  fhall  glad  our  fight ; 

Thy  friends’,  thy  kindreds  deep-felt  woes, 

* 

To  cherifh  lingering  life  invite. 

* 

Ah  !  may  our  tender  anxious  cares 
Thy  valued  days,  thy  years  prolong  l 
Each  breeze  to  thee  wafts  Gallia’s  pray’rs. 

To  her  thy  virtues  ftill  belong. 


5 
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Thefe  lines  drew  tears  from  the  eyes  of  the  wor¬ 
thy  General. 

The  affecting  letter  which  De  la  Rue  wrote 
to  his  wife  from  on  board  La  Vaillante  will  give 
fome  idea  of  the  dreadful  fituation  of  the  de¬ 
ported  on  board  of  the  corvette. 


Letter  from  De  la  Rue  to  his  l Fife. 

46  From  the  7th  Vendemaire  to  the 
1 8th  Brumaire,  in  the  Year  vi. 

No,  my  deareft  wife,  no  banifhment,  no  im- 
“  paffable  defert,  can  feparate  two  fouls  whofe 
union  is  formed  by  love  and  efteem,  and  ce- 
“  mented  by  the  mold  perfect  fympathy.  Hence 
“  my  fortitude  was  equal  to  bearing  all  the  attacks 
of  advertity;  as  long  as  I  could  indulge  a  hope 
€C  of  our  performing  this  fatal  voyage  together. 
€c  This  alone,  added  to  the  teftirnony  of  a  pure 
confcience,  gave  me  that  iirength  of  mind  which 
has  aflonifhed  even  my  companions  in  misfor- 
tune.  But  I  confefs  that,  from  the  moment  when 
u  our  hidden  embarkation,  which  was  performed 
with  equal  abruptnefs  and  ferocity,  defiroyed 
u  this  foothing  hope  which  we  fo  fondly  cherifhed, 
my  energy  has  deferted  me ;  and  every  moment 

((  that 
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that  Increafts  the  diftance  between  ns*  Is  an 
<<r  additional  affliction*  Would  that  every  day's 
“  reckoning  of  our  log-book  were  an  equal  ad- 
vance  towards  the  tomb  !  for  there  alone  can  I 
find  repofe*  or  a  period  to  the  fufferxngs  I  en- 
dure.  Two  days  it  teemed  to  be  yawning  be- 
neath  my  feet..  Ah  !  why  did  it  elofe  without 
“  fwallowing  me  up  ?  The  elements*  rebelling 
a  gain  ft  the  commands  of  the  tyrants*  have  thrice 
brought  us  back  within  tight  of  port ;  thrice 
have  they*  by  the  moft  dreadful  Itorms*  made 
cc  our  captain  repent  of  his  rafhnefs  in  braving  the 
i'  equinoctial  hurricanes  ;  and  it  is  to  ihisobftinate 
u  rcfiflance  to  his  will  that  I  am  indebted  for  the 
cc  receipt  of  your  letter.  How  grateful  am  I  to  your 
cc  brother  for  his  -zeal  in  bringing  it  to  me  !  W or- 
thv  Neuville !  he  has  braved  a  thoufand  dan- 
**  vers  to  communicate  the  laft  coniolations  of 

o 

**  friendfhip.  Among  the  objedis  for  which  1  am 
indebted  to  his  activity*  although  all  are  objects 
u  of  the  moft  urgent  neceffity*  I  only  looked  for* 
**  l  only  beheld*  I  only  eagerly  inquired  for* 
“  your  letter.  It  was  the  tardy  reward  of  three 

V 

“  days  of  felicitation  and  of  defpair.  A  barbarous 
••  order  deprived  us  of  every  thing  that  was  brought 
«  for  our  confolation  or  relief  until,  having  got 

‘c  out 
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iC  but  to  open  fea,  vve  had  no  means  of  commum- 
“  cation  with  the  fhore.  We  were  in  the  latitude 
€<r  of  the  coafi  of  Spain  when  I  obtained  this  letter, 
u  for  which  I  fo  eagerly  panted.  To  that  boon  I 
facrificcd  every  other  object ;  nor  indeed  was  it 
poilible  to  pay  for  it  fufficiently  dear.  The 
“  captain  chofe  to  retain  poffeflion  of  all  the  reft 
“  till  we  fhould  arrive. 

“  How  many  times  have  I  not  read  over  and 
over  this  kind,  this  affe6ting  letter  !  With  how 
many  tears  have  I  not  bathed  it !  Yes,  all  my 
unfortunate  companions  bathed  it  too  in  theirs. 
Every  day,  every  hour,  and  every  minute,  I  recur 
ce  to  it  for  confolation  ;  yet  I  fear  only  to  find  in 
€e  it  new  caufe  of  grief  and  of  regret.  The  greater 
cc  the  tendernefs  and  energy  with  which  it  pour- 
trays  your  fenfibility  and  attachment,  the  greater, 
66  the  more  elevated  your  mind  appears,  the  lefs 
“  am  I  able  to  bear  the  horrors  of  a  reparation. 

“  You  cannot  form  to  yourfelf  an  idea  of  all  vve 
cc  fuffer  in  every  poffible  way,  and  efpecially  iu 
6C  regard  to  food  and  lodging.  Crowded,  all  fix- 
€C  teen  of  us,  into  a  fpace  eighteen  feet  by  thirteen, 
6C  our  hammocks  are  fo.  clofe  to  each  other,  that 
when  any  one  of  us  moves  it  difturbs  and  fhakes 

all 
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tc  all  the  reft  ;  and  the  lownefs  of  the  deck  above 
“  us,  which  is  but  four  feet  high,  expofes  us  to  an 
c*  additional  torment :  for  into  this  cavern,  armed 
“  with  beams,  againft  which  we  knock  our  heads 

iC  a  hundred  times  a  day,  no  air  is  admitted,  but 

► 

“  by  an  aperture  two  feet  fquare  in  the  upper  deck, 
“  and  which  ferves  at  once  for  door  and  window. 
££  The  only  Heps  are  a  pott  with  notches  two 
<£  inches  deep  ;  and  thus  are  the  old  and  the  infirm 
“  obliged  to  crawl  up  and  down,  at  the  rifk  of 
“  every  moment  breaking  their  limbs,  if  the 
«  ftrongeft  of  us  did  not  frequently  receive  them 
«£  in  our  arms,  and  give  them  continual  affiftance* 
££  Fortunately,  our  tyrants  are  not  flridtly  obeyed. 
tl  It  was  their  intention  that  we  fhould  not  quit 
££  this  mephitic  cavern  for  more  than  two  hours 
“  per  day,  and  they  hoped  to  crowd  us  into  it  to 
the  number  of  thirty- tlx.  The  whole  crew  eje- 
“  pefded  that  number;  for  it  had  been  fo  an- 
“  nounced  fome  days  previous  to  our  departure 
from  Paris.  This  outrage  had  therefore  been 
££  long  before  refolved  on,  and  its  perpetrators  had 
££  calculated  on  a  greater  number  of  victims. 
i(  Had  their  intentions  been  completed,  the  plague 

*£  would  certainly  have  broken  out  in  our  dun- 

££  geon, 
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«  o-con,  which  will  doubtlefs  become  a  burning 
“  furnace  whenever  we  arrive  within  the  tropic. 

“  Our  manner  of  living  is,  it  polhblc,  accom- 
panicd  with  full  more  atrocious  barbarities;  not 
fatisfied  with  putting  us  on  the  allowance  of 
«  galley  convives,  the  crew  were  fullered  to  want 
the  molt  indifpenfable  necelfanes  foi  a  voyage  , 
“  they  are  kept  upon  the  moll  unwholefome  and 
“  the  moft  damaged  provifions ;  no  oppreffion  of 
“  this  kind  has  been  omitted.  Bifcuit  five  years 
«  old,  and  rejected  by  every  other  fhip,  is  our 
“  chief  food  ;  and  beans  of  the  kind  ufually  given 
«  to  horfes,  half  boiled  in  corrupted  water,  are 
«  our  moll  delicate  difli.  This  regimen  has,  as 
yoo  may  cafily  imagine,  much  incrcatcd  the 
«  evils  of  fea-ficknefs,  which  none  of  us  efcaped ; 
<£  I  am  among  thole  who  lufiered  the  lealt,  owing 
,e  to  the  good  flock  of  health  I  pofleffed,  and  to 
my  habitual  temperance.  We  fhould  certainly 
“  have  all  of  us  funk  under  this  accumulation  of 
<(  evils  (and  that  was  doubtlefs  the  fecrct  intention 
u  of  the  inftrudlions  given),  had  not  the  crew, 
“  and  more  efpecially  the  officers,  been  moved 
«  with  eompaffion  for  our  condition  ;  the  refigna- 

(i  tion  and  dignity  of  our  conduft  dilarmed  them, 

T  '7.  “  and 
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“  and  at  Iength  theY  began  to  appreciate  fadts  and 
“  perfons  more  juft iy,  and  to  difcover  who  were  the 
“  true  culprits  in  the  events  of  which  we  were  the 
victims.  From  that  time  we  received  alt  the  affift- 
ance  and  alleviation  in  their  power,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  Was  unfortunately  confined  within  very 
“  narrow  limits  ;  deftitute  themfelves  of  the  raoft 
needtui  conveniencies,  owing  to  the  precipita- 

“  tion  of  our  departure,  their  good  will  towards 
us  was  very  often  without  effect ;  we  received, 
however,  more  ailitfance  from  the  tailors,  who 
in  general  are  better  able  to  endure  privations, 
and  the  majority  of  whom  gave  up  to  us  their 
fiender  frock  of  provifions.  It  is  true  thefe  in-* 
dulgences  were  a  conliderable  charge  upon  our 

C  i  4 

“  purles,  but  it  would  be  ungrateful  to  complain, 

for  the  fervices  we  received  from  them  were 

invaluable.  Of  thefe  the  mofl  important  to  me 

were  a  pound  of  bread  per  da}',  and  a  few  glaffes 

“  of  wholefome  water;  to  this,  and  to  a  few 

“  morrels  of  cheefe,  againft  which  my  natural 

antipathy  in  vain  rebelled,  I  am  indebted  for 

the  preservation  01  that  life  which  I  referve  to 

contribute  to  your  happinefs,  and  which  1  ftill 

“  value  on  y°ur  account,  and  on  your  account 
s!  exclufively, 


Endeavour 
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Endeavour  fpeedily  to  let  me  poflefs  a  portrait 
ei  of  you,  for  my  eyes  are  envious  of  my  heart, 
“  where  your  image  is  conttantly  prefent ;  I  do 
*c  not  a fk  for  tha*  of  our  children,  as  they  are  fo 
(C  young  that  their  features  will  not  long  retain 
“  their  prefent  form  ;  but  I  hope  you  will  indulge 
“  me  with  a  ring  of  the  dog’s-collar  kind,  orna- 
“  mented  with  your  hair  and  that  of  thofe  dear 
little  creatures.  If  you  would  ft  ill  enhance  the 
“  favour,  you  will  add  a  fecond  ring  with  your 
“  mother’s  hair,  together  with  my  father’s  and 
u  mine;  to  thefe  prefents,  which  are  the  moll 
(c  invaluable  I  can  receive,  you  may  add  fome 
“  pecuniary  aid,  provided  your  own  occafions, 
“  thofe  of  our  children,  and  of  my  father  and 
mother,  which  I  would  fee  firft  fatisfied,  will 
permit.  You  will  purfue  the  fame  Heps  as 
“  Mefdames  LafFond,  Rovere,  and  Aubry,  who, 
“  perhaps,  will  prefer  fending  fuch  merchandife  as 
((  may  be  eafily  dilpofed  of  in  the  colony  ;  thefe  I 
will  mention  to  you,  if  a  letter  on  that  fubje<5fc 
can  he  fent  by  the  fame  opportunity,  as  loon  as 
<c  I  fhall  have  landed,  and  feen  the  nature  of  the 
country  whither  we  are  going. 
ic  I  fhould  never  conclude  if  I  gave  a  loofe  to 
fc  all  the  emotions  I  feci ;  now  that  I  am  liberated 

from 


from  every  purfuit  of  bufmefs,  my  imagination 
t(  is  ever  bulled  with  you  alone,  and  without  inter - 
*£  million  ;  but  with  you  every  pleafure  is  departed, 
“  and  I  am  even  deprived  of  that  of  which  fcarcely 
<£  any  victim  of  misfortune  is  robbed,  and  which 
<£  from  time  to  time  fufpends  their  fufferings,  for  it 
££  is  but  by  health  that  I  can  commit  my  thoughts 
«  and  my  forrows  to  paper  ;  and  this  letter,  which, 
“  notwithstanding  the  innumerable  precautions  I 
‘c  have  taken  for  its  fecurity,  will,  perhaps,  never 
«  reach  you,  is  written,  as  you  will  eafily  per- 
te  ceive,  at  twenty  different  times ;  had  I  purfued 
«  any  other  method,  I  fhould  in  a  fingle  minute 
«  lofe  tlie  fruits  of  a  month  of  vigilance. 

«  Adieu !  my  charming  friend,  adieu !  with 
£C  what  pain  do  I  trace  the  word !  perhaps,  too, 
«  for  the  lalt  time  I  fhall  ever  write  it !  Ah  !  let  me 


t£  banilh  the  heart-rending  idea  !  ah  !  let  not  our 
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correfpondence  ever  ceafe,  except  it  be  by  thy 
prefence  in  an  hofpitable  country,  where,  having 
efcaped  the  power  of  the  wicked,  wq  may  be 
again  united  in  the  bonds  of  love.  Receive, 
as  the  pledge  of  this  my  ardent  wifti,  a  thou- 
fand  imaginary  kiffes,  imprefs  them  on  the  lovely 
cheeks  of  your  dear  little  children,  and  tenderly 

“  embrace 
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cC  embrace  for  me  my  fifter-in-law  and  your  bro- 
if  thers,  and  exprefs  my  fincere  gratitude  to  all 
u  thole  who  take  any  intereft  in  my  fate.  Let  our 

“  friend  often  fee  N.  M - ,  the  worthy  Dau— 

«  R- _  Dal -  Card - ,  and  particularly* 

k  B- - V - ;  tell  him  to  remember  me  to 

L - B - Cl - A - . 


(Signed) 


■■ 

V'  i  ••  ,  -  .  ■  ■  ■ 
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THE 

SITUATION  OF  THE  DEPORTED  AT 

GUIANA. 

BY  ONE  OF  THE  DEPORTED  PERSONS* 

Among  the  various  intellediual  improvements 
that  have  fprung  up  with  the  progrefs  of  fcience 

and  philofophy,  the  lyftem  of  criminal  legiflation 
ought  to  have  undergone  fuch  a  reform  as  would 

have  proved  equally  beneficial  to  the  interefts  of  the 
accufed  and  the  tranquillity  of  the  public.  Of  fuch  a 
reform,  the  principles  have  already  been  laid  down 
by  various  philofophical  writers  (and  in  particular 
the  celebrated  Beccaria),  who  have  deduced  them 
from  the  eternal  laws  of  juftice  and  of  reafon  :  all5 
therefore,  that  remained  to  be  done,  was  to  apply 
thefe  principles  to  practice  in  the  code  of  criminal 
juftice. 

The  true  objetft  of  all  puniftiments  is  the  fccurity 
of  the  body  politic,  and  of  all  its  component  parts ; 
the  maintenance  of  order  and  juftice,  and  the 
improvement  of  the  morals  of  the  people. 


Punifh- 
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Punifhments  fhould  not  only  be  proportioned  to 
the  nature  of  the  crimes  committed,  but  muft  alfo 
be  previoufly  declared  by  the  law  before  they  can 
be  juftly  inflidt  ed  ;  nor  ought  this  to  take  place 
till  after  a  trial,  the  prelcribed  forms  of  which  are 
calculated  to  be  the  guardians  of  innocence  and 
the  avengers  of  crimes. 

Tliefe  principles,  which  conftitute  the  very  bafts 
of  focial  order,  have  already  been  fufficiently 
demonftratcd ;  and  can  neither  be  denied  nor  for- 
gotten  without  burning  afundcr  every  bond  by 
which  human  focicty  is  held  together. 

I  will  not,  therefore,  here  attempt  to  pourtray 
the  innumerable  inftanees  in  which  thefe  facred 
principles  have  been  violated.  Woe  to  that  nation 
where  the  laws  are  dictated  by  the  factions  that 
convulfe  it,  merely  according  to  the  dictates  of 
their  revenge,  or  of  their  own  unruly  pafiions  ! 
for  there  will  innocence  fhrink  with  horror,  and 
the  criminal  redouble  his  audacious  effrontery. 

The  deportation  to  the  French  territories  in 

Guiana,  fubftituted  by  the  Convention  for  the 

% 

penalty  of  death,  which  fome  of  their  members  had 
incurred,  was  only  applied  in  the  cafes  of  Billaud- 
Varennes  and  Collot  d’Herbois ;  the  reft  of  thofe 

K  who 
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who  were  then  accufed  efcaped  this  new  mode  of 
punifhment,  and  eluded  the  decree  by  which  it  was 
enacted. 

As  the  Convention  united  in  itfelf  all  the  power 
of  the  hate,  it  purfued  no  other  rule  than  its  own 
fovereign  will,  and  pronounced  fentence  of  banifh- 
ment,  definition,  or  death,  according  to  the  pal- 
fions  which  for  the  time  predominated  at  their  deli¬ 
berations.  Billaud,  Collot,  and  the  reft  of  the 
perfons  who  were  implicated,  were  accufed  and 
were. heard  in  their  defence;  yet  they  themfelves 
protefted  againft  this  violation  of  the  power  with 
which  they,  in  common  with  their  colleagues,  were 


invefted. 

Collot  and  Billaud  were  deported  to  Guiana ; 
Collot  died  at  Cayenne,  but  Billaud-Varennes  is 
hill  living.  Both  thefe  men  were  treated  with 
great  feverity  during  their  pafiage,  and  their  cap¬ 
tain  was  not  more  humane  towards  them  than  was 
Captain  La  Porte  towards  us  ;  but  on  their  arrival  at 
Guiana  they  enjoyed,  the  former  till  his  death,  and 
the  latter  to  the  prefent  time,  the  fame  fare  as  is 
given  to  the  marines,  and  an  allowance  fully 
adequate  to  their  wants ;  further,  no  reftraint  was 
required  of  them,  and  an  order  of  the  Dire6tory 

particiv* 


\ 
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particularly  enjoined  their  agents  and  the  con* 
ftituted  authorities  in  no  wife  to  infringe  on  their 
full  liberty  within  the  French  territories  in  Guiana*. 

At  firft  fight,  the  iubfiitution  of  deportation  for 
death,  appears  an  adl  of  beneficence;  their  lives 
are  faved,  and  confequently  fome  hopes  remain  of 
feeing  better  days ;  they  may  apply  to  various  ufe- 
ful  occupations,  and  thus  they  may  ftill  endeavour 
to  advance  their  own  fortunes  and  thofe  of  their 
country.  Such  are  the  colours  under  which  deport¬ 
ation  to  Guiana  has  been  reprefented  to  the  nation. 


both  at  the  tribune  of  the  Legiflative  Body,  and  in 
the  proclamations  and  orders  of  the  Directory. 


But  it  is  time  thefe  unfubftantial  illufions  fhould 
be  diffipated ;  firft,  by  a  few  general  obfervations, 
and  fecondly,  by  a  fimplc  ftatement  of  the  adtual 
fituation  of  the  deported  in  this  diftant  colony. 

When  men  of  vigorous  minds  and  conftitutions, 
and  in  the  flower  of  life,  have  committed  fuch 
crimes  as  are  deferving  of  capital  punifhment,  de¬ 
portation  is  doubtlefs  an  adl  of  clemency  ;  but  then 
they  ought  not  to  be  fent  to  a  colony  eftablifhed 

*  Extract  of  an  order  of  the  Directory  of  the  24th  Brumaire, 
in  the  year  4. — 44  Art.  III.  Theagents  of  the  government  are  ex- 
44  prefsly  enjoined  to  permit  the  Ex-deputies  Collot  d’Herbois  and 
44  Billaud  to  enjoy  full  liberty  in  Guiana,’’ 


for 
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for  purpofes  of  agriculture  and  commerce,  fmce 

they  might  dilturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  planters 

with  fo  much  the  more  eafe,  as  the  rcpreffing  power 

is  lefs  a&ive  there  than  in  the  mother- country ; 

hence,  too,  they  might  the  more  eafily  difperfe 

ahtOttd  tne  feeds  ot  tneir  own  vices  and  crimes.  Xn 

% 

this  pomt  of  view,  the.  deportation  of  criminals  to 
a  colony  already  in  exittence,  is  a  violation  of  the 
guaranty  which  is  due  from  the  body  politic  to  its 
foreign  planters,  as  well  as  to  all  its  other  contti- 
tuent  parts  :  thus  the  fyttem  of  deportation  might 
more  efpecially  have  produced  moft  difaftrous  con- 
fequenv.es  vo  thote  colonies,  where  the  laborious 
claffes  have  been  lately  emancipated  ;  where  the 
firft  enjoyment  of  liberty,  as  reprefented  to,  and 
experienced  by  them,  confitis  merely  in  licentiouf- 

nefs,  in  the  defertion  of  their  labours  and  duties. 

>  *■ 

and  in  giving  an  unbounded  loofe  to  paffions ;  to 
colonies  whofe  defective  fyttem  of  legiflation,  incef- 
lantly  changing  and  incoherent,  and  either  impof- 
fible  to  be  executed,  or  not  adtually  enforced,  has 
as  yet  fcarcely  exceeded  a  few  ineffectual  regula¬ 
tions  of  police,  wholly  inefficient  to  re-ettabliffi 
the  regular  purfuits  of  labour,  or  to  accompliffi  the 
repreffion  and  punifhment  of  crimes. 


Such 
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Such  is  the  fituation  of  the  French  colony  in 
Guiana,  notwithftanding  the  delufive  reprefenta- 
tions  with  which  the  Legiflative  Body  have  been 
amufed. 

Further,  deportation  to  a  country  whole  climate 
is  definitive  to  its  inhabitants,  is  but  a  mode  of 
fentencing  the  unfortunate  victims  to  a  lingering 
and  painful  death,  and  to  a  tedious  prolongation 
of  the  druggies  of  di Ablution  :  thus  cruelly  to 
multiply  the  pangs  of  dying,  is,  in  fat,  no  other 
than  to  condemn  them  to  a  thoufand  deaths. 

Criminals,  then,  who  are  condemned  by  the 
law,  ought  to  be  deported  only  to  a  colony  ap¬ 
propriated  folely  to  that  objet,  in  a  climate  not 
deftrutive  to  its  inhabitants,  and  where  fevere 
but  juft  laws  will  induce  them  to  adopt  a  life  of 
induftry,  and  to  reform  their  characters.  Punifli- 
"ment  and  terror  are  the  vital  principles  of  ty¬ 
ranny  *.  But  the  prevention  and  the  correction 
of  crimes,  and  the  rendering  even  the  criminal 
ufefui  to  his  country — this  alone  fhould  be  the 
end  propofed  in  a  criminal  fyftem  of  jurifprudence, 
under  a  Government  inflituted  by  juftice  and 
formed  by  wifdom. 

*  See  on  this  fubjeft  the  Report  of  Bailleul,  on  the  18th 
Fruftidor. 


In 
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* 

In  fuch  a  colony  every  intlitution  ought  to  be 
directed  to  the  correction  of  the  crirninais  themj 
felves.  Specific  rewards  fhould  be  held  out  to 
them,  not  even  excepting  liberty  to  return  home 
after  a  certain  period  of  good  behaviour  and  of 
ufeful  induflrv. 

J 

Such  were  the  views  of  the  Britifh  Legislature 

o 

in  etlablifhing  the  colony  of  Botany  Bay. 

But  to  deport  the  members  of  the  National 
Reprefentation  without  fentence,  trial,  or  accu- 
fation ;  to  deport  Prietls,  and  old  and  infirm 
men,  merely  on  account  of  their  religious  opi¬ 
nions  ;  to  deport  men  of  letters  and  journalifls, 
when  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  and  of  public  cen- 
fure  ought  to  have  been  the  pledge  of  their  in¬ 
violable  fecurity ;  to  deport  men  whom  no  exift- 
ing  law  condemned,  and  to  deport  them  to  a  co¬ 
lony  where  the  atmofphere  is  corrupted  by  a 
flagnant  and  defective  cultivation,  where  none 
but  blacks  can  endure  the  flighted:  labour  and 
fatigue,  and  even  to  place  them  in  the  mofl  un¬ 
healthy  fpot  of  that  colony,  and  confound  them 
with  criminals  actually  condemned  to  death  or 
to  the  gallies,  is  at  once  to  violate  the  conftitu- 
tion,  the  liberty  which  forms  its  balls,  and  every 

»  '  I 

principle 
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principle  of  focial  order,  of  humanity,  and  of 
judice. 

Such,  however,  was  the  character  and  effect 
of  the  law  of  the  19th  Frudtidor,  and  of  the  or¬ 
ders  given  for  putting  it  in  force,  whether  by  the 
Directory  and  their  minifters,  or  by  their  agent  in 
the  French  colony  of  Guiana. 

Sixteen  of  the  perfons  proferibed  by  that  law, 
were,  on  the  2 id  Frudtidor,  put  into  cages  con- 
ItrucSled  of  gratings,  and  thus  conveyed  from  the 
prifon  of  the  Temple  to  the  port  of  Rochefort, 
tra verting  France  as  though  they  had  been  the 
viled  of  criminals.  The  commandant  of  the 
efcort  received  the  requifite  fupplies  of  money 
for  their  fupport  and  other  expenfes  on  the  road  1 
but  to  entruft  fo  delicate  a  commiffion  to  a  bate 
and  immoral  character,  to  place  thefe  funds  in 
the  hands  of  a  man  recently  liberated  from  the 
gallies  of  Toulon,  was  effectually  to  preclude  all 
poffibility  of  the  money  being  applied  to  the  fa- 
cred  purpofe  for  which  it  was  dedined  ;  it  was,  in 
fact,  to  order  that  the  deported  fhould  be  left  def- 
titute  of  “every  requifite  comfort  and  accommo- 

p 

dation.  This  order,  alas  !  was  mod  cruelly  put 
in  force  :  for  in  every  town  we  were  thrud  into 

the 
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the  darkeft  dungeon,  and  fed  on  the  coarfefl  of 
food. 

At  length,  crowded  one  upon  another,  in  the 
between-decks  ot  a  corvette,  we  had  no  other 
food,  during  a  mod  dreadful  voyage  of  fifty- two 
days,  than  the  refufe  bifcuit  of  the  convidis  on 
board  the  Rochefort  gallies,  forae  fpoiled  meal, 
wild  beans  (called  Gourgannes),  and  ftinking  wa¬ 
ter.  But  to  every  complaint  the  Captain  replied, 
“  If  1  execute  the  orders  1  have  received ,  thofe 
“  villains  will  not  all  of  them  arrive  at  Guiana 

At  length  we  landed  at  Cayenne,  almod  all  of 
us  tick.  Here  we  expedted  to  enjoy  our  full  li¬ 
berty  ;  but  in  this  we  were  difappointed.  We 
were  fent  to  the  hofpital,  and  placed  under  a 
guard  of  foldiers,  without  being  permitted  to  go 
out,  except  into  an  adjoining  field  ;  nor  were  we 
allowed  to  receive  any  vifitors.  We  obtained, 
however,  all  the  accommodations  which  the  kind- 
hearted  women,  who  fuperintended  the  eflablifh- 
xnent  could  procure  us  ;  and  the  inhabitants  were 
eager  to  give  us  the  mod:  affedling  proofs  of  the 
concern  they  felt  for  our  misfortunes.  Thefe  few 
days  were  to  us  an  interval  of  the  fweeteft  con- 
folation. 


We 
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We  were  foon  informed  however,  by  Jennet, 
the  Agent  of  the  Diredory,  that  he  was  about  to 
lend  us  to  Sinamary,  a  fettlcment  fituatcd  about 
twenty-five  leagues  to  the  north- weft  ward  of 
Cayenne,  on  the  river  of  Sinamary,  and  fomething 
lefs  than  a  league  from  the  fea. 

The  order  for  this  fecond  tranfportation  was 
not  fent  to  us,  nor  was  it  till  after  our  arrival  at 
Sinamary  that  it  was  communicated  to  us.  (See 
Appendix,  No.  i.) 

We  were  told  that  Sinamary  was  the  heaHhieft 
fpot  in  the  colony.  But  previous  to  our  departure, 
Laffond-Ladebat,  and  Tromjon-du  Coudray,  wrote 
to  the  Agent,  reprefenting  that  the  law  of  the  19th 
Frudidor,  and  even  the  order  of  the  Diredory, 
appointing  that  we  fhould  be  deported  to  Guiana, 
did  not  direct  that  we  fhould  be  kept  prifoners 
there,  and  that  therefore  they  had  a  right  to  their 
full  liberty.  They  might  alfo  have  appealed  to  the 
order  in  favour  of  Billaud  and  of  Collot ;  but  their 
feelings,  and  the  purity  of  their  own  condud, 
compelled  them  to  rejed  all  comparifon  of  them- 
ielves  with  thofe  too  famous  members  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Public  Safety.  Laffond-Ladebat’s  Jetter 
was  couched  in  the  following  terms : 

l  “  We 
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We  have  been  informed  that  it  is  your  intern 
lion  to  fix  our  abode  at  Sinamary.  Were  our 
exiftence  alone  to  be  conlidered,  we  fhould  have 
caufe  to  thank  you  for  this  choice ;  but,  as  to 
myfelf,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  offer  you  a  few  ob- 
fervations. 

ic  The  decree  which  condemns,  us  to  deportation, 
44  allows  us,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  the  free 
difpofal  of  our  property  from  the  time  of  our  ar- 
4C  rival  at  the  place  of  our  deportation.  But  this 
iC  permiffion  would  be  a  mere  mockery,  if  we  are 
“  to  be  fo  fituated  that  it  would  be  impoffible  to 
44  exercife  it.  I  am  ignorant  what  orders  you  may 
64  ha^  e  received,  but  I  have  reafon  to  believe 
Guiana  is  fpoken  of  generally,  and  therefore  our 
particular  abode  ought  to  depend  on  the  kind  of 
“  induftry  we  may  be  defirous  of  purfuing. 

“  I  will  not  here  ftate  how  little  connected,  or, 
“  rather,  how  totally  difeonnefted  we  fhall  be. 

The  contrariety  of  our  opinions  lias  already  been 
“  fufficienfly  apparent :  you  have  been  informed 
«  of  it  by  the  public  prints.  Time  will  throw  more 
“  light  on  that  fyftem  of  policy  which  has  con- 
“  founded  us  together.  Equals  in  misfortune,  we 
u  have  all  an  equal  right  to  that  liberty  which 
the  law  has  given  us5  as  toon  as  we  are  arrived 

at 
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at  the  place  of  our  deportation  ;  but  nothing 
«  can  i uftify  our  being  here  united,  except  the 
“  fpecies  of  induftry  we  arc  defirous  oi  under- 

“  taking. 

“  To  me,  for  inftance,  who  have  it  in  my 
<c  power,  through  my  commercial  connexions,  to 
“  be  ferviceable  to  the  colony,  it  is  important  to 
«  be  fituated  in  the  only  port  where  foreign  trade 
“  can  be  carried  on  :  and  this  is  the  plan  I  have 
formed.  Marbois,  Murinais,  J  ron^on-du- 
“  Co u dray,  Barthelemy,  and  myfelf,  had  even, 
“  previous  to  our  quitting  France,  determined  on 
“  a  projedl  of  a  partnerfhip,  in  which  we  intended 
u  to  have  included  the  cultivation  ot  fome  planta- 
“  tion  of  which  we  meant  to  apply  for  a  grant  or  a 

“  leafe  upon  rent. 

t£  Such  having  been  our  intentions,  Citizen 
a  it  is  highly  probable  thole  of  oui  fiends, 

“  who  are  apprized  of  them,  may  already  have  ex- 
“  pedited  us  fome  confignments. 

«  But  our  banifhment  to  Sinamary  condemns  us 
“  to  a  real  imprifonment,  truftrates  all  our  P^ans, 
“  and  reduces  us  to  the  wretched  condition  of 
“  being  unable  to  purfuc  any  ufclui  lpccics  ot  in- 
“  duftry. 

r.  f.  “  At 


/ 


/it  firft  I  heaid  or  a  plantation  belonging  to 
“  the  State,  and  fituated  near  the  town,  which 
“  feemed  completely  adapted  to  our  views.  I 
"  would  have  taken  a  Ieafe  of  it  upon  rent,  and 
“  engaged  to  keep  it  in  good  condition ;  and  we 
“  would,  all  of  us,  have  eagerly  fubfcribed  any 
engagements  your  vigilance  might  have  deemed 
“  neceflary.  1  his  vigilance,  I  imagine,  would 

“  itfelf  be  thereby  rendered  more  cafy  and  fecure, 

* 

“  and  the  nature  of  our  purfuits  would  be  a  fuf- 
“  ficient  pledge  for  our  good  conduct,  if  the  wel- 
“  fare  of  our  families,  and  the  free  enjoyment  of. 
“  our  property,  are  not  alone  completely  fatisfaclory. 

It  is  the  intereft  of  the  State  that  the  deported 
“  perfons  be  not  a  ufelefs  burden  upon  the  colony, 
u  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  thould  give  ad- 
“  ditional  vigour  and  activity,  both  to  its  com- 
“  merce  and  agriculture,  by  all  the  means  they 
“  can  combine  together  for  that  effect.  I  would 
“  alfo  add,  that  the  fituation  of  Sinamary  is  not 
“  free  from  danger,  both  to  us  and  to  yourfelf,  as 
“  far  as  regards  your  refponlibility,  finee  it  is  liable 
“  to  be  attacked  by  Englith  privateers,  and  fome 
“  attempts  of  that  nature  have  already  been 
u  ait  u  ally  made. 


“  I  hope, 
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u  I  hope,  therefore,  Citizen  Agent,  that  you 
CQ  will  ferio oily  weigh  thefe  oblervations.  I  con- 
“  lider  my  baniihmcnt  to  Sinamary  as  a  new  ca- 
«  lamity,  fince  it  condemns  me  to  a  hate  of 
«  perfect  ufeleflnefs,  and  my  declining  health 
“  will  unavoidably  be  extremely  increased  by 
another  fea  voyaged’ 

The  Agent,  however,  declared  with  the  moft 
pofitive  affurances,  that  he  had  orders  from  the 
Government  to  lend  the  depoitcd  perfons  to  Sina¬ 
mary.  Notwithstanding  the  reprefentations  and 
earned;  entreaties  ot  Murinais,  who  teemed  to  have 
a  prefentiment  of  his  melancholy  late,  all  the  de¬ 
ported  perfons,  except  La  Vilheurnois,  who  was 
unable  to  move  a  limb,  were  trantported  to  Sina¬ 
mary,  where  they  arrived  on  the  6th  Frimaire. 

The  di  ft  rift  of  Sinamary  is  in  a  date  of  total 
ruin.  About  a  tcore  of  plantations,  formcily  Lt ti¬ 
nted  on  the  banks  of  the  river  of  the  fame  name, 
are  now  entirely  abandoned.  The  fettlcment,  or 
town,  is  dtuated  in  the  fkirts  of  an  uncultivated 
favanna,  which  lies  to  windward  ot  it,  and  fiom 
which  it  is  frequently  infected  with  deleterious 
exhalations,  arifing  from  the  dagnant  waters  in  the 
hollows  called  pns-pris  ;  the  accumulations  oi  mud 

on  the  N.  N.  E.  coad,  add  to  the  unwholefome- 
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nefs  of  the  climate,  especially  in  the  months  of 
July,  Auguft,  September,  and  October,  during 

1  O 

"which  the  .heat  of  the  fun  is  moil  powerful.  At 
that  feafon  there  is  no  rain,;  but  the  breezes,  which 
aie  leSlliar^  moderate  the  heat,  and  would  render 
the  climate  fupportabie  it  t hey  were  not  the  vehicle 
of  exhalations  anting  from  the  fhallows,  and  from 
1?ie  mud  accumulated  by  the  fea.  At  the  time 
v.' hem  uu,  mnabiiants  had  the  recpnlite  refourccs, 
and  a  fufHcient  number  of  labourers,  they  ufed  to 
burn  tne  pns-pns  while  the  waters  were  out,  and 
tiuis  prevented  tnem  from  fending  forth  mephitic 
exhalations.  But  during  the  three  or  four  lath 
years  they  nave  been  unable  to  purfue  this  method  ; 
and  to  this  caufe  mult  be  chiefly  attributed  the 
impurity  of  the  atmosphere.  A  lew  houfes,  or  rather 
huts,  confiding  only  of  a  ground  floor,  which  are 
extremely  damp  during  the  long  and  rainy  feafon, 
and  arc  throughout  the  year  full  of  vermin,  fcor- 
pions,  fnakes,  and  innumerable  voracious  infeels, 
are  the  only  dwellings  that  compote  the  town. 

Here  ail  our  hopes  were  at  once  mofl  cruelly 

clef] roved;  for  we  now  difeovered  that  we  had 

* 
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been  purpofely  deceived  in  the  mofl  cruel  and 
glaring  manner.  Laffbnd-Ladebat  again  wrote  to 


the  Agent  to  the  following  effect, 
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Letter  from  Liiftfand-Ludebat  to  aeannet,  Agent  of 
the  French  Government  at  Cayenne. 

<4  At  the  time  when  I  addrefi'ed  to  you  fomc 
<c  obfervations  relative  to  our  banifhmcat  to  Sina- 
44  marv,  to  wlticb  I  received  no  antwer,  I  was  tar 
“  from  conceiving  that  fettlemcnt  to  be  in  fo 
«  ruinous  a  Gate.  All  the  inhabitants  are  finking 
in  defpair,  nor  can  they  even  cultivate  the  necef- 
fary  food  to  keep  them  from  ftarving;  their  plant- 
“  ations  arc  abandoned,  their  tann-yarus  almoft 
f  entirely  deftroyed,  and  the  umvholefomcncfs  of 
the  air  daily  increales  to  a  molt  alarming  degree. 
44  I  conlidcr  it  as  impoffihle  we  can  long  cxifl  in 
44  this  loot ;  if  the  government  have  ordered  that 
we  fhould  he  placed  here,  we  mujt  expect  front 
time  and  from  eternal  juft  ice,  thaf  judgment  i which 
“  the  whole  tuition  will  form  relative  to  their  motives. 

“  But  if  (thou  di  1  am  far  from  believing  it)  you 
“  have  of  your  own  authority  fixed  this  place  for 

J  "Z  * 

44  our  abode,  I  lb  all  not  hefitatc  to  tell  you, 

J  hj 

“  Citizen  Agent,  that  you  are  the  man  our  families 
: HI  a ccvfe  of  canfing  the  death  of  thofe  among  ns. 
ho  will  infallibly  become  your  victims." 

We  were  all  o f  us  lodged  in  the  old  Prefbytery, 
where  wc  were  crowded  together  to  the  number  oi 
five  in  a  room,  which  obliged  lorae  of  us  to  leek 
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for  lodgings  elfewhere.  Nor  was  our  refidence  at 
Sinamary  more  than  a  mere  temporary  or  provifory 
anangement.  We  were  to  be  changed  about  to  the 
different  parts  of  the  colony  till  a  fpot  was  found 
v\  hicn  would  moft  rapidly  haflen  our  deftrudtion, 
and  fend  us  in  the  fhorteft  fpace  of  time  to  the 
tomb.  An  engineer  was  ordered  to  feek  out  a  fpot, 
which  would  moft  completely  unite  all  thefe  ad¬ 
vantages  ;  and  it  was  from  the  report  of  this  en¬ 
gineer  that  the  Directory  at  length  fixed  upon  the 
fettlement  of  Conanama  for  our  refidence.  We 
fhall  have  oecafion  to  fpeak  elfewhere  of  this  grave 
of  the  human  race. 

It  is  aflerted  in  France,  that  the  perfons  firft  de¬ 
ported  had  a  fpace  of  twenty  leagues  on  all  tides, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sinamary,  which  they 
were  free  to  traverfe.  The  Agent’s  order  allowed  * 
them  to  go  on  one  fide  to  Kourou,  and  on  the 
other  to  Iracombo.  This  liberty,  however,  was 
rendered  nugatory  by  an  obligation  impofed  on 
them  to  appear  every  five  days  before  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  Sinamary. 

-Though  (lie  victims  of  calamity  ftiould  naturally 
be  united  by  their  misfortunes,  yet,  by  fome  cruel 
fatality,  misfortunes  generally  produce  a  contrary 
effect.  The  deported  had  not  long  refided  at 

Sinamary 
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Sinaraary  before  divifions  fprang  up  among  them. 
One  party  reproached  their  colleagues  with  too 
much  vehemence  in  the  Senate,  while  the  latter 
accufed  the  former  of  having  ruined  their  country 
by  their  apathy  and  lukevvarranefs. 

Murinais  and  LafFond-Ladebat  endeavoured 
to  reconcile  thefe  differences ;  but  Ramel,  and 
Troncon-d.u-Coudray,  were  conftantly  broaching 
contrary  principles  to  thofe  of  Willot,  De  la  Rue, 
Pichegru,  and  Aubry ;  while  Barbe-Marbois,  and 
Barthelemy,  remained  almofl  neutral.  In  general, 
however,  Barthelemy  inclined  towards  Willot’s 
party,  and  Barbe-Marbois  to  that  of  Du  Coudray. 
Rovere  fpoke  but  little,  and  feemed  abforbed  in 
melancholy  reflections.  La  Vilheurnois  bore  his 
misfortunes  with  magnanimity,  but  was  molt  inti¬ 
mate  with  Barthelemy  and  De  la  Rue.  Bourdon 
de  FOife  quarrelled  with  every  one,  as  well  as  with 
his  own  confcience.  Brothier  maintained  but  little 
intimacy  with  La  Vilheurnois,  who  had  formerly 
been  his  friend ;  but  he  was  inceflantly  difputing 
with  Ramel,  and  reminded  him  of  his  having  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  denunciations  of  Malo.  At  this 
Ramel  was  extremely  irritated,  and  replied  with 
great  atperity.  One  day,  as  lie  was  reproaching 
Brothier  with  his  connexion  with  Billaud-Varennes, 

m  Brothier 


(  **  ) 

Brothier  haftily  replied,  that  there  was  no  good 
reafon  why  he  Ihould  not  affociate  with  Billaud, 
lince  he  was  compelled  to  live  with  his  denouncer"*. 
Brothier,  however,  would  have  a  died  more  wifely, 
had  he  confented  to  forget  the  paid,  and  conlidered 
Ramel  merely  as  his  companion  in  misfortune. 
The  Abbe  Brothier,  however,  was  entirely  en- 
grofled  with  his  mathematical  fludies,  and  intended, 
whenever  he  fhould  return  to  France,  to  publifh 
an  elementary  work  on  that  branch  of  tcience. 

The  worthy  Le  Tellier,  of  whom  we  have 
hitherto  been  iilent,  divided  his  attention  between 
his  mafter  and  the  mo  ft  aged  of  his  deported  com¬ 
panions,  or>  rather,  he  offered  his  fervices  indif- 
criminately  to  them  all.  Doffonville  contradicted 
no  one  ;  and  thofe  of  the  deported  who  efcaped, 
owed  their  good  fortune,  in  a  great  meafure,  to 
the  good  intelligence  he  kept  up.  Barbe-Marbois, 
Ladebat,  De  la  Rue,  Tron^on-du-Coudray,  and 
Barthelemy,  employed  their  minds  chiefly  in  po¬ 
litical  fludies.  La  Vilheurnois  was  continually 
reading  or  walking  ;  and  General  Pichegru  amufed 

*  It  was  doubtlefs  to  this  private  enmity  that  Brothier  was 
indebted  for  the  injustice  with  which  Adjutant-general  Ramel 
treats  him  in  his  44  Narrative.”  Ramel  might  indeed  complain  of 
his  enemy  ;  but  he  had  no  right  to  calumniate  him  by  affe&ing 
to  ckfs  him  with  Billaud-Vareunes.  French  Editor . 
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himfelf  in  learning  Englifh,  an  employment  in 
which  he  feemed  to  take  great  plealure. 

W  e  were  not  long  without  experiencing  the  fatal 

effedts  ot  the  climate  we  inhabited. 

Murinais  had  arrived  there  in  a  mod  deplorable 
ft  ate,  and  in  this  dreadful  fituation  his  illnefs  could 
not  fail  to  grow  world.  He  wrote,  therefore,  to 
the  x^gent  the  following  letter : 

Letter  from  Murinais  to  Jeanne t ,  Agent  of  the 
French  Government  at  Cayenne . 

tc  Arretted  by  an  arbitrary  authority,  in  violation 
of  the  confiitutional  laws,  and  of  the  rights  of 
4C  man,  and  notwithftanding  the  inviolability  of  my 
perfon  as  a  reprefentative  of  the  people,  I  have 
<c  been  included  in  a  law  of  the  19th  Fruetidor, 
€c  ordering  the  deportation  of  fifty- two  deputies, 
“  unheard,  without  the  Legiflative  Body  pronoun- 
cc  cin°“  Ave  or  No,  agreeably  to  the  forms  prefcribed 
u  in  the  Conftitution  on  the  validity  of  their  accu- 
6‘  fations.  Againft  fuch  a  deportation  I,  for  my 
“  own  part,  now  remonftrate,  and  fhall  never  ceafe 

c<  to  proteft, 

cc  Shut  up  in  a  cage  of  iron,  and  dragged  by  an 
armed  force  to  Rochefort,  I  was  thru  ft  between 
the  decks  of  a  corvette,  and  fed,  like  a  galley 

M  <1  “  convift. 
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“  convift,  with  the  word  of  provifions,  fuch  as 
<c,  excited  the  indignation  of  the  whole  crew. 

“  I  did  not  imagine,  that  on  my  arrival  at  Cay- 
“  enne,  my  lot  would  be  ftill  further  aggra- 
“  vated  by  prolonging  my  confinement,  and  pro- 
“  nouncing  a  new  fentence  of  deportation  againft 
‘c  me.  But  it  appears  I  am  proviforily  deported  to 
“  Sinamary,  a  fettlement  confifting  only  of  about 
a  l'core  of  families,  who  are  continually  draggling 
‘  ‘  w  ith  mifery  in  a  burning  and  deftrudfive  cli- 
“  mate. 

4 

“  To  fuch  a  fpot  have  you  deported  fixteen 
“  citizens  of  France,  fourteen  of  whom  have 
neither  been  accufed,  tried,  nor  heard  in  their 
defence,  and '  whole  lives  muft  neceffarily  be 
cc  ihortened  by  the  innumerable  privations  and  in- 
€:  conveniences  to  which  you  fubjedt  them.  4 

“  At  my  age  and  in  the  circumfiances  in  which 
I  am  placed,  no  man  would  be  much  afraid  of 
“  his  approaching  end,  nay,  I  conlider  its  arrival  as 
a  deiirable  relief  But  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  my- 
*c  felf  and  to  the  dignity  of  a  reprefentative,  to 
apprize  you,  for  the  prevention  ofall  fuperfluous 
“  expenfe,  that  I  cannot  accept  any  grant  of  land 
that  may,  in  any  refpedt  whatever,  be  confidered 
as  an  indemnity  or  a  compenfation  for  the  lots  of 
my  liberty.  Until  my  lituation  fhall  depend 
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on  my  own  free  and  voluntary  choice,  I  will  rc- 
main  in  the  ftate  of  captivity  in  which  criminals 
^  have  placed  me,  expefling  from  the  hands  of 
juftice,  and  the  teftimony  of  an  irreproachable 
“  life  of  fixty-feven  years,  a  change  of  my  unhappy 
tc  lot,  which  it  depends  on  yourfelf  alone  (by  con- 
te  fultingyour  laws)  to  alleviate. 

“  Should  I  meet  my  fate  in  this  difiant  fpot,  it 
“  will  be  for  you  for  ever  to  reproach  yourfelf  with 
“  having,  bj  unneceffarily  increafing  the  weight  of 
my  misfortunes,  fhortened  the  life  of  a  man  of 
“  probity,  who  might  ftill  have  hoped  long  to 
*f  contribute  to  the  good  and  happinefs  of  his 
“  country/’ 

This  letter  obtained  no  anfwer,  and  the  venera¬ 
ble  Murinais  expired  a  fortnight  after  he  wrote  it. 
As  foon  as  the  news  of  his  death  arrived  at  Cayenne, 
an  ante-dated  order  was  fent  for  his  removal.  Had  it 
been  difpatchcd  on  the  receipt  of  his  requeft,  Murinais 
would  ftill  have  been  in  a  fituation  to  have  gone  to 
the  hofpital.  Thus  did  this  worthy  old  man,  who 
had  devoted  fifty  years  of  his  life  to  the  fervice  of 
his  country,  who  had  been  torn  from  his  family,  and 
from  the  legiflative  body,  untried,  unheard,  and 
in  violation  of  the  facred  office  he  filled,  become 
the  firft  vi&im  of  the  paflions  that  di&ated  the  law 
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of  the  19th  Frudtidor.  lie  died  with  the  greateft 
firmnefs,  and  with  that  tranquillity  which  naturally 

t 

attends  on  virtue.  As  we  crowded  round  his  bed, 
he  frequently  repeated  the  following  remarkable 
lentence  :  “  'Tis  better  to  die  at  Sinamary  free  from 
<(  reproach ,  than  to  live  in  guilt  at  Pans .” 

Some  days  after  this  melancholy  feparation,  Bar- 
thelemy,  whofe  legs  were  very  much  fvvelled,  ob¬ 
tained  liberty  to  go  to  the  hofpital  of  Cayenne  in 
the  place  of  La  Vilheurnois,  who  had  fcarcely  re¬ 
covered  from  his  illnefs  before  he  was  obliged  to 
come  to  Sinamary. 

At  Cayenne  Barthelcmy  was  tolerably  well  treated, 
beinc  attended  by  the  worthy  fitters  of  the  charity, 
whofe  humanity  never  relaxed.  From  that  piace 
he  wrote  the  following  letter  to  one  of  his  friends  in 

France. 

Letter  from  Barthelemy  to  a  Friend  in  France. 

“  You  are  already  acquainted  with  the  manner 
<c  if}  which  we  were  conveyed  acrofs  France  111 
“  caries  of  iron,  lying  at  night  fometimes  in  prifons 
<C  and  fometimes  in  dungeons.  Our  fea  voyage 
(C  correfponded  with  our  journey  by  land. 

«  Crowded  together  in  the  bet  ween -decks,  which 
«  was  guarded  night  and  day  by  two  foldiers  with 

<£  drawn  fabres;  we  were  fed  like  the  failots  with 
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«  fait  provifions,  gourganncs  (beans),  and  fome 
“  bifcuit,  that  was  to  bad  and  decayed,  that  it  is 
“  aftonifhing  any  one  fhould  offer  it  to  the  bailors. 

“  We  all  bore  this  dreadful  voyage  tolerably 
a  well5  though  conftantly  treated  as  criminals  ; 

(c  the  inftru&ions  containing  an  order  that  we 
i.  fhould  not  fpeak  with  any  one  of  the  crew. 

“  After  a  voyage  of  fifty-  two  days  we  arrived  here, 
and  landed  at  the  hofpital,  wlieie,  as  fai  a*?  legarus 
“  our  food,  we  have  been  well  treated,  but  never  ceafed 
,c  to  be  under  a  guard  of  foldiers  :  we  were  not  per- 
“  mitted  to  <ro  out,  except  for  an  hour,  morning 

CD 

“  and  evening,  into  a  field  adjoining  the  walls  of 

4 

fC  the  hofpital,  and  we  were  fcarcely  allowed  to  re- 
ceive  any  vifitors. 

«  We  fondly  imagined,  that  on  our  arrival  at  the 
tt  place  of  our  deportation  our  perfons  at  lcaft  would 
a  be  free  ;  but  in  this  we  were  deceived. 

“  A  fortnight  after  wc  were  conveyed  by  fea  to 
tt  Sinamary,  a  imferable  and  unwholefoine  ditincl, 
“  fituated  twenty-five  leagues  from  Cayenne, 
“  where  there  is  a  dearth  ot  all  kinds  of  provifions. 
“  We  ate  lodged  there  in  a  building  which  was 
once  the  Prefbytcry,  confifting  ot  five  lmall 
“  rooms,  into  which  we  are  diftributed.  W  e  are 
“  furrounded  by  ferpents,  fnakes,  innumerable 
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if  voracious  vermin  of  various  fizes,  with  which 
“  this  country  fwarms ;  and  the  tigers  are  alfo  our 
ce  very  near  neighbours.' 

“  A  fpace  of  ground  is  allotted  for  us  to  walk 
in  ;  but  lometimes  the  extreme  heat,  fometimes 
66  the  rains,  and  at  all  times  the  innumerable  infedts 
^  that  fill  the  air,  render  our  walks  extremely  trou- 
blefome.  Here  alfo  we  are  under  a  guard  of 
foldicrs, 

c:  This  place  is  inhabited  by  above  fifty  perfons, 
who  are  all  ill  with  fevers.  No  one,  except  Bil- 
laud-Varennes,  who  alfo  relides  here,  enjoys 

**  good  health.  Befides  the  allowance  he  receives 

% 

r£  in  common  with  ourfelves,  the  government  give 
cc  him  1800  livres  tournois  per  annum,  and  the 
rent  of  his  cottage ;  and  Victor  Hugues  fends 
4C  him  from  Guadaloupe  various  provitions  to  the 
u  value  of  fix  thoufand  livres  per  annum. 

6S  The  allowance  we  receive  from  the  govern- 
££  ment  confifts  of  half  a  pound  of  bread  and 
££  three  quarters  of  a  pound  of  bad  rice  per  day. 

“  It  is  impoffible  to  procure  any  butcher's  meat. 

iC  I  can  but  feebly  pourtray  the  horror  of  our 
<c  fituation.  Murinais  tank  under  it  at  the  end  of 
<c  Brumaire.  Every  one  of  us  is  more  or  lefs  in- 
u  difpofed. 
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C£  There  is  a  furgeon  appointed  for  the  military 
“  eflablithment;  but  you  will  eatily  conceive  an 
<<  idea  of  the  medical  knowledge  ot  a  furgeon  fta- 

“  tinned  in  fo  wretched  a  lpot. 

“  A  fcrious  illnefs  has  procured  me  permiffion 
“  to  come  to  this  hofpital,  which  is  fomewhat  lefs 
«  damp  and  lefs  unwholefome  than  Summary, 

“  whither  I  dread  the  thoughts  of  returning. 

“  We  hoped  fome  alleviation  of  our  lot  might 
<c  ai-[ive  from  France;  but  we  have  only  learnt 
“  that  a  great  number  of  deported  perfons  are 
“  about  to  be  fent  hither,  which  will  render  our 

fituation  ftill  more  cruel.  FV  c  have  now  no- 
“  thing  to  expert,  but  to  perifh  by  flow  and  pain- 
<£  ful  degrees  in  this  torrid  zone,  which  renders 
«  Guiana  the  grave  of  the  Europeans  who  come 
££  hither,  notwithftanding  the  delufive  pidtuies 
££  that  have  been  drawn  of  the  country  by  French 
££  writers.” 

3 

Barthelemy  had  great  reafon  to  dread  being  fent 
back  to  Sinamary ;  for  he  had  no  looner  ill  own 
fome  figns  of  convalefcence*  than  Jeannet  oideied 
an  armed  force  to  convey  him  thither. 

At  this  time,  Tron^on-du-Coudray  having  fymp- 
tomS  of  a  very  dangerous  ill  nets,  the  lurgeon  ui 

#  Sinamary 
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SInamary  certified  that  he  could  not  be  properly 

liCalcu  tttere>  and  that  lt  was  indifpenfably  necef- 
t3ry  to  remove  him  to  Cayenne.  Tronyon  there¬ 
fore  wrote  to  the  A gent,  foliciting  permiffion  to  go 
here. 


Lei  Ur  -from  Tron^on-du-  Coudray  to  Jeannet,  Agent 
°f  ^le  French  Government  at  Cayenne. 

h  is  to  yourfelf  that  I  choofe  to  apply  ;  for  it 
is  impoffible  that,  when  you  are  informed  of  my 
iituation,you  fhould  refufe  me  permiffion  to  come 
to  Cayenne.  A  refufal  would  render  my  cafe  defpe- 
raiet  and  would  he  my  death-warrant.  In  this 
place  none  o i  the  articles  requifite  for  fo  compli¬ 
cated  a  diforder  as  mine  are  to  be  had  ;  and  the 
badnels  and  humidity  at  the  air  prevent  the  re¬ 
medies  from  taking  effefi.  It  is  not  a  privilege 
I  am  alking.  Every  man  to  fituated  would  have 
8.  right  to  demand  his  removal  to  Cayenne. 
Nor  is  it  to  you.  Citizen  Agent,  that  I  need  oh- 
ferve,  that  here  humanity  has  her  laws.  Pozver 
will  pajs  away ,  hut  good  actions  remain  f 

i  o  this  letter  the  Agent  gave  no  antvver  $  hut 
h,  ut  oft  d  pbyfician  to  Sinamary  without  any'  means 

of 
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of  cure.  In  addition  to  his  other  complain;  s,  iron- 
£on  laboured  under  a  putrid  and  malignant  fever, 
which  attacked  him  in  the  beginning  of  Floreal ; 
and  on  the  lame  day  Laffond-Ladehat  fell  ill  of  a 
violent  bilious  fever.  They  were  both  lodged  in 
one  room,  nor  could  they  obtain  a  feparate  apart¬ 
ment,  Thus  were  their  diforders  continually  and 
reciprocally  in  created  by  the  fight  c-f  each  other’s 
fufFerings,  and  -he  putrid  air  they  breathed.  Tron- 
con,  however,  teemed  for  a  fhort  time  to  be  con- 
valefcent ;  but  he  had  afterwards  feveral  relapfes, 
and  the  phylician  fent  from  Cayenne  certified  aho 
that  he  could  not  be  properly  treated  at  Sinamary, 
Troncon  therefore  again  wrote  to  the  Agent  as 
follows : 


Second  Letter  from  Troncon-du -  Coudray  to  Jeannet, 
Agent  of  the  French  Government  at  Cayenne. 

It  was  not  an  additional  phyfieian  I  needed, 
u  but  a  purer  air,  and  thofe  means  of  recovery 
which  I  cannot  procure  here;  fuch  as  broth, 
**  bathing,  and  attendance  ;  in  a  word,  whatever 
^  Sinamary  cannot  furnifli.  This  place  is  ex- 
-  tremeiy  damp  and  marfhy ;  there  is  a  want 
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et  of  every  thing,  and  that  want  cannot  he  fup- 
((  plied. 

“  By  lpeaking  a  tingle  word,  you  can  put  an 
e‘  end  to  all  thefe  evils.  But  will  that  word  be 
ee  fpoken  ?  It  lies  entirely  in  your  own  breaft ; 
“  and  if  you  confent  1  fhall  be  extremely  grateful. 
<c  Will  it  be  refuted  ?  That  too  lies  in  your  own 
“  breaft.  I  fhall  endure  it  with  refignation,  al- 

r 

though  I  am  convinced  I  Jhcill  fall  a  vittim  to 
c  •  your  decifion .  I  wait  your  anfwer  with  confb 

dence.  May  it  be  diftated  by  humanity  \” 

His  refufal  was  abfolute.  The  fentence  of  death 
was  pronounced.  Tron^on-du-Coudray  expired 
on  the  4th  Meffidor,  with  that  tranquillity  which 
ever  attends  an  unfullied  confcience.  His  ftrong 
attachment  to  order,  juftice,  and  true  liberty^  the 
talents  he  difplayed,  and  the  projects  he  formed, 
proved  that  he  would  one  day  have  rendered  the 
pi  oft  important  fervices  to  his  country.  But,  alas ! 
his  country  has  loft  him  !  Du  Coudray  was  the 
fecond  vidtim  facrificed  in  this  wild  and  lavage 
country  to  the  revolution  of  the  1 8th  Frudtidor  ! 

Bourdon  de  l’Oife  died  the  lame  day,  and  almoft 
at  the  fame  hour, 

Willot, 
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Willett,  Revere,  and  Ramel,  were  fucceffively 

attacked  with  various  diforders. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  Pichegru,  Barthelemy, 
Le  Tellier,  Willot,  De  la  Rue,  Aubry,  Ramel,  and 
Doflonville,  determined  te  ily  from  the  late  to 
which  both  the  climate  and  Jeannet’s  refufal  feemed 
to  condemn  thole  who  remained  at  Sinarnary.  Ac  ¬ 


cordingly,  they  entrufted  themfelves  to  a  very  {len¬ 
der  bark,  in  which  they  were  fortunate  enough  to 

efcape. 

At  Sinarnary  they  were,  as  it  were,  in  the  jaws 
of  death,  and  nothing' but  a  miracle  could  fave 
them.  Marbois  and  Rovere  refuted  to  join  them 
in  their  flight.  Laffbnd-Ladebat  had  from  the 
firft  declared  that  he  would  not  fly  :  for  he  feared 
the  law  of  confifcation  might  compionnfe  ootii  tlu 
intereft  of  his  family  and  the  propeity  of  his  ci<.  - 
ditors.  To  him,  therefore,  although  in  a  date  of 
convalefcence,  the  project  was  not  communicated. 
Thus  all  the  deported  members  of  the  Council 

of  Elders  remained  at  Sinarnary,  waiting  in  hopes 

_  • 

that  juftice  would  one  day  demonfirate  the  purity 
of  their  conduct:  for  they  were  retolvcd  not  to 
facrifice  the  peace  of  their  families  to  a  tew  years  ot 

exiftence.  This  gcncrofity,  alas  !  colt  many  ot  them 

their 
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DESCRIPTION 


■OP  the 


P  R I  $  O  N  S  O  F  Jt  O  C  H  E  F  0  R  T. 


B  Y  S.  1C  H.  E  R~$  ERIS  V  * , 


.N, 


"Germinal,  m  slue  Year  v  r. 
O,  you  have  not,  like  me,  be- 
iicla  that  crowd  of  innocent  vuilims,  overwhelmed 
with  mental  and  bodily  fufferings,  linked  together 
two  by  two,  heaped  together  in  carts,  and  daiiv 
dragged  from  ah  parts  of  Prance  to  Rochefort, 
to  be  thence  removed  to  fufFer  and  to  die  in  the 
impure atmofphere  of  Cayenne!  Transport  your- 
•eii  then  for  a  moment  to  the  dungeons  that  yawn 
to  receive  them. 

Imagine  to  yourfeif  various  damp  apartments 
fifty  feet  iquare,  each  of  which  contains  two  hun¬ 
dred  of  thefe  unfortunate  beings,  whofe  numbers 
are  daily  and  hourly  increafing.  In  thefe  dun- 
geons  are  unprifened  perfons  of  all  ages  from 
youth  to  decrepit  old  age.  Their  beds  are  matrefles 
of  oakum,  two  feet  broad,  fpread  on  the  ground, 
without  fheets  or  covering  ;  and  even  of  thete  the 

Editor  of  “  L’Accufateur  Publique,”  a  paper  remarkably 
bold  and  obnoxious  to  the  Dire&orv. 


number 


number  not  complete  in  proportion  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  prifoners,  who  are  obliged  to  lie  three  upon 
a  matrefs.  Totally  deftitute  of  tables  and  chairs, 
the  ground  is  the  only  place  on  which  to  repofe 
their  weary  limbs,  while  four  enormous  tubs, 
placed  at  the  corners  of  thefe  apartments,  till  the 
air  with  petiilential  effluvia. 

In  this  horrid  fcene,  innocence  is  forced  to  linger. 
To  avoid  total  fuffocation,  thefe  unfortunate  beings 
crowd  towards  the  window,  to  tafie  the  frefh  air 
through  the  bars  that  deprive  them  of  their  liberty. 
Yet  even  this  alleviation  is  not  permitted,  for  the 
fentinels,  ftationcd  at  the  airing  place,  fire  on  thofe 
who  rafhly  advance  their  heads  too  fai.  Thus  did 
a  murderous  ball  lately  kill  an  infirm  and  aged 
prieft,  who  had  palled  his  fixtieth  veai  ! 

When  the  clock  flrikes  eleven,  the  gates  of  the 

prifon  are  opened,  and  the  daily  allowance  of  the 

prifoners  brought  in  wooden  pails  by  drunken,  un- 

fecling  wretches ;  confiding  ot  ica-bifcuit  foaked  in 

warm  and  greafy  water,  a  pound  of  hard  black  bread, 

fome  cow-beef  half  dreffed  and  dragged  through 

tlie  dirt,  which  is  cut  into  as  many  ounces  as  there 

are  prifoners.  Such  is  their  allowance  for  a  whole 

day,  which  is  repeated  every  four-and-twenty 

,  hours. 
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hours.  You  fh  udder  at  my  tale !  Learn  from 
it  the  inexhauftible  patience,  the  unparalleled  refig- 
nation,  of  the  prifoners  ! 

I  was  prefent  at  the  arrival  of  thefe  infected  ali¬ 
ments  ;  and  favv  the  Priefts  throw  themfelves  on 
their  knees  to  blefs  and  pray  over  them.  This  fight 
is  renewed  every  day  at  the  hour  when  their 
religion  preferibes  this  duty.  I  was  a  witnefs  to 
the  melancholy  confufion  of  fobs  and  prayers 
which  every  morning  and  evening,  and  during 
the  filence  of  the  night,  re-echo  through  thefe 
miferable  vaults  :  the  found  of  bolts  and  creak¬ 
ing  hinges,  and  the  hoarfe  rough  voice  of  jailers, 
which  at  intervals  mingled  with  thefe  noifes,  filled 
me  with  horror.  At  the  fame  moment  I  beheld  the 

r 

beauteous  violet  and  the  tender  bud  of  fpring 
uniting  round  the  bars  in  a  fmall  garden  adjoining  to 
the  prifon,  and  the  little  birds  that  came  to  perch 
beneath  the  opening  leaf  to  fing  the  fong  of  li¬ 
berty  and  of  pleafure,  in  the  prefence  of  men  loaded 
with  irons,  and  overflowing  with  the  tears  of 
wretchednefs.  This  picture  of  life  and  of  death, 
of  flavery  and  of  liberty,  of  happinefs  and  of  de- 
fpair,  that  beneficent  Nature,  who  alike  difpenfes 
her  boons  in  the  prifons  of  Rochefort  and  the 
groves  of  the  Luxemburg  Palace,,  afforded  both 

to 
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to  the  heart  and  the  eye  the  moll:  afflictive  of 
contrafts. 

If  fome  of  thefe  unfortunate  perfons  fink  under 
their  uncommon  fufferings,  if  at  the  approach  of 
death  they  implore  relief,  fo  long  a  fpace  of  time 
intervenes  before  that  relief  can  poflibly  reach 
them,  or  the  order  is  given,  that  the  poor  crea^ 
tures  may  die  a  hundred  times,  while  waiting  for 
that  which  would  have  faved  their  lives.  The 
order,  however,  at  length  arrives  ;  the  phyfician 
feems  only  to  be  fkilled  in  the  art  of  torturing  the 
foul.  This  hard-hearted  brute,  whofe  fevere  and 
meagre  countenance  refembles  the  bars  of  the  pri- 
ion  he  vifits;  this  monfter,  who  is  infenlible  to 
pity  or  to  fhame,  and  who  has  transformed  his 
honourable  and  beneficent  profefiion  into  the  bu¬ 
ll  nefs  of  an  aflaflin,  and  treats  the  fufferings  of 
theprifoners  withinfolent  and  brutal  raillery,  runs, 
in  two  fhort  minutes,  through  this  abode  of  mifery. 
In  the  midfl:  of  groans,  of  horror  and  defpair.  Nor  is 
it  until  the  agonies  of  death  are  upon  them  that 
he  will  grant  the  lick  an  hofpital  bed.  ((  You 
*e  feem  to  fuffer/’  laid  he  to  one  of  them  :  “  this 

leg  of  yours  is  threatened  with  mortification  ; 
>a  the  air  of  Cayenne  will  do  you  good.”— “  You 
^  vomit  blood/’  faid  he  to  another;  “  your 

a  cafe 
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rc  cafe  requires  deportation ;  your  fever  is  very 
bad ;  but  have  patience,  the  fliip  is  ready,  and 
(C  you  will  fail  within  two  days.”  If  by  chance  he  is 
humane  enough  to  feel  their  pnlfe,  his  countenance 
and  convulfive  geflures  declare  how  much  plea- 
fure  he  would  have  in  breaking  their  limbs  or  dif¬ 
fering  their  bodies. 

Thus  do  thefe  unfortunate  beings,  who  languifh 
for  relief  and  confolation,  expire  in  the  agonies  of 
aggravated  horror,  with  the  dreadful  idea,  that 
they  are  about  to  leave  behind  them  a  wretched 
family  and  a  blafted  memory  ;  that  their  bodies 
will  be  thrown  with  negledt  and  contempt  into  a 
corner,  and  deprived  of  the  laft  tribute  of  ten- 
dernefs  and  affedlion  ;  that  their  wives,  their  chil¬ 
dren,  and  their  friends,  ignorant  of  their  fate, 
will  continue  to  pour  forth  prayers  and  vows  for 
their  deliverance,  long  after  the  furgeon  Vives 
fhall  have  infulted  their  afhes  by  laughing  at  their 
fate. 

If  a  few  of  thefe  unfortunate  beings  have  faved 
fome  wrecks  of  their  property,  if  they  purchafe,  at 
an  exorbitant  price,  frefh  air  and  more  wholelome 
food,  it  is  true,  they  experience  a  momentary  re¬ 
lief  from  their  torments,  as  long  as  its  price  is 

within  their  reach  ;  their  means  are,  however,  at 
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length  exhaufted,  lukewarm  charity  grows  cold 
and  then,  undermined  by  a  long  captivity,  they 
will  arrive  at  the  place  of  their  banithment,  naked, 
and  plundered  of  their  laft  refources. 

You  will  hardly  fufpefl,  that  the  tools  of  power, 
thoi'c  proud  republicans,  thofe  mortal  enemies  to 
tyranny,  forgetting  that  they  are  the  paflive  and 
criminal  inftruments  of  arbitrary  violence,  that  the 
fiftims  they  arc  employed  to  torture  are  innocent, 
that  fhame  and  punifhment  would  be  the  reward 
of  their  murderous  complaifance,  if  the  conftitu- 
tion  refumed  its  vigour,  can  experience  either 
pleafure  or  profit  -from  rendering  this  infernal 
fyfiem  fiill  more  cruel  and  oppreflive  ;  that  through 
"ai  i°flng  a  place  which  has  fo  many  compe- 
fitois,  or,  like  faithful  dogs  fawning  for  an  ex¬ 
pected  bone,  they  fihould  pay  their  court  by  in¬ 
flicting  miferies  on  the  juft,  or  find  a  pleafure  in 
being  ferocious,  while  their  matters  only  require  of 
them  to  be  their  fubmiflive  flaves ! 

dis  m  this  den  of  mifery,  whence  hope  itfelfis 
bamflied,  that  every  one  who  is  deported,  that  is, 
every  one  who  has  the  misfortune  to  have  dif- 
pleafed  the  government  or  fo  me  municipal  agent, 
a  fecretary  of  a  commune,  a  juftice  of  peace,  a 
contractor,  a  miftrefs,  or  a  fervant,  is  condemned 
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to  linger.  Here  perfons  accufed  of  emigration, 
whofe  names  have  been  three  or  four  times  erafed 
from  the  lift,  a  favour  for  which  they  paid  exorbi¬ 
tantly,  though  they  never  had  quitted  their  country, 
their  town,  or  even,  perhaps,  their  houfe;  here 
mini  tiers  of  the  Catholic  religion,  worthy  curates 
and  venerable  vicars,  who  have  grown  old  in  un- 
fhaken  faith  and  unfullied  fimplicity,  and  Grangers 
to  every  idea  of  political  intrigue ;  whofe  only 
errors  are  thole  of  a  fcrupulous,  confcious,  and 
uncorruptible  integrity,  arc  abandoned,  without  the 
fmalleft  hope  or  refource,  to  the  mod  affliclive 
feelings  that  can  torture  a  heart  which  crimes  have 
never  degraded.  Here  innocence,  flruggling  amid 
the  convulfions  of  defpair,  appeals  in  vain  to  the 
laws,  cries  aloud  for  a  declaration  of  her  crimes; 
but,  alas  !  prayers,  groans,  and  detpair,  are  all  in 
vain  !  they  arc  fated  to  he  fwallowed  up  in  the 
ifland  of  Cayenne,  there  to  perifh  on  a  land  of 
exile  ;  for  the  irrevocable  order  of  deportation  is  to 
them  a  certain  warrant  of  death.  If  this  .is  not  the 
fa£l,  fay,  tyrants,  would  ye  have  deported  them  ? 

Ye  to  whofe  hearts  fenfibility  is  dear  !  ye  who 
read  thefe  pages  with  a  ligh  of  fympathctic 
horror  !  will  believe,  perhaps,  that  even  while  1 
am  painting  fads  in  feeble  colours,  my  affrighted 
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imagination,  grown  wild  with  the  contetnplatioit 
oi  cruelty  and  misfortune,  is  ftill  exaggerating 

beyond  the  truth ;  but  Men  to  the  fads  I  fhall 
relate. 

I  was  prefent  when  two  old  men  were  brought 
in,  the  younger  of  whom,  who  had  an  ulcer  in  his 
leg,  was  feventy-ffix  years  old ;  the  elder,  who  was 
olind  and  deaf,  was  in  his  eighty-third  year :  they 
were  deported  as  difturbers  of  the  public  peace.  Sol¬ 
diers  of  the  Gendarmerie,  or  rather  a  cruel  banditti  * 
a  dilgrace  to  the  drefs  they  wear,  and  who  traffic  In 
deportation,  becaufe  thefe  two  old  men  were  unable 
to  give  them  a  louis-d’or  which  they  demanded, 
bound  their  enfeebled  and  flefhlefs  arms,  while  they 
ilied  an  unwilling  and  a  lingering  tear  from  their 
aged  eyes,  and  let  it  fall  upon  their  fetters, 

I  have  beheld  a  woman  feventy-five  years  of  age 
(Madame  de  Marfac)  dragged  from  Bourdeaux  to 
Rochefort  in  a  heavy  and  chilling  rain,  where  the 
arrived  deftitute  of  clothes,  of  linen,  of  bread,  of 
friends,  and  of  every  means  of  fubfiftence ;  for  the 
revolution  had  devoured  them  all.  Unfortunate 

*  This  accufationdoes  not  attach  to  the  Gendarmerie  in  gene« 
ral;  for  although  that  body  contains  fome  atrocious  villains,  it 
alfo  abounds  with  brave  foldiers,  whofe  hearts  recoil  at  the  office 
they  are  condemned  to  difeharge,  and  who  combine  probity  and 
humanity  with  the  rigours  of  their  employment. 
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woman  !  fhe  bad,  alas  !  furvived  her  family,  and 
Hood  alone  in  the  world;  her  dog  only  remained; 
he  lay  upon  her  knees,  and  fhe  prefled  him  in  her 
arms  :  this  poor  little  animal,  this  faithful  friend  ot 
her  misfortunes,  returned  her  carefles,  and  feemed 
to  participate  in  her  mifery:  what  barbarian  would 
have  defired  to  feparate  them  ?  the  favagesdeflroyed 
him  ! 

I  have  beheld  a  whole  family  of  peafants  in  the 
moft  dreadful  hate  of  privation ;  a  father,  his  two 
fons,  and  two  daughters,  who  had  fled  from  the 
murderous  knife  of  Le  Bon  :  they  were  deported 
as  dangerous  perfons  ! 

I  have  beheld  women,  who  were  models  of  con¬ 
jugal  affection,  holding  their  infant  children  to 
their  breafts,  which  grief  and  mifery  had  dried  up, 
and  living  on  charity,  traverfe  France  to  follow 
their  hufbands  into  banifhment ! 

I  have  beheld,  in  the  feverity  of  winter,  in  the 
month  of  January,  Gibert  Defmolieres,  a  Rcprc- 
fentative  of  the  People,  and  conflderably  advanced 
in  years,  dragged  from  Paris  to  Rochefort  in  a 
cart.  This  worthy  man  fullered  his  misfortunes 
with  perfedt  tranquillity,  weeping  only  for  thofe  of 
his  mother ;  a  mother  in  extreme  old  age,  of  whom 
he  was  the  only  fupport ;  a  mother  whom  he  moil 
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tenderly  loved,  a  mother  from  whom  he  had  never 
been  feparated,  and  who  will  die  far  from  her 
banifhed  fon,  deprived  of  his  fupport,  and  of  the 
laft  offices  of  filial  affedtion  ! 

Pellet,  Jaidin,  and  Langlois*,  accompanied 
him.  Langlois,  who  was  an  interefiing  young  man, 
arnce  diftinguifhed  for  his  talents,  his  virtues,  and 
his  bravciy,  hao  an  opportunity  oi  ctcaping  dunn^ 
the  journey.  Several  kind  and  zealous  friends 
were  ready  to  refeue  him  at  Rambouillet ;  but  he 
offered,  however,  this  privilege  to  Gibert ;  “  And 
what,  leplied  that  Deputy,  ct  will  then  become 
“  of  my  mother  r  ’Tis  true  I  may  efcape,  but  the 
“  wreck  ot  my  property  will  be  feized,  and  the 
“  will  die  in  wretched  nets.”  In  this  firuggle  of 
generofity,  Langlois,  who  was  languiflfing  under 
a  diiordci  or  the  itomach,  and  vomited  blood  pro* 
fufely,  refuted  the  relief  offered  by  friendfhip,  and 
would  have  fliared  the  fate  of  Gibert.  I  took  him 
away,  however,  and  thus  refeued  him  from  his 
murderers  and  from  death. 

Laftly,  for  I  can  hold  no  longer  this  mournful 
pallet,  whofe  colours  are  inexhauftible,  I  have  be¬ 
held - but  my  tortured  heart  ffimoft  refutes  to 

*  He  was  editor  of  a  riewfpaper,  inimical  to  the  Directory, 

purfuq 


. 


. ; 


(  105  ) 

purfue  the  narration.  It  was  feven  in  the  evening  : 
the  prifon-gate  opened,  and  I  beheld  a  man 
who  lay  acrofs  a  horfe  bound  hand  and  foot,  while 
the  foldier  who  accompanied  him,  told  the 

horror-ftruck  lpe61ators  tha,t  his  priloner  was  a 
drunken  fellow,  who  could  not  fit  his  horfe.  At 
length  he  was  taken  off,  and  carried  into  the  prifon. 
I  followed  him,  and  touched  his  pale  cold  fore¬ 
head  ;  I  endeavoured  to  recall  his  fenfes  by 
means  of  falls — but,  alas  !  he  was  dead  *  !  And  ?tis 
at  the  clofe  of  the  eighteenth  century,  this  century 
diftinguifhed  for  its  humanity  and  civilization, 
that  I  have  feen  a  lifelels  corpfe  entered  on  the 
books  of  a  jailor  1  !  ! 

Even  at  the  time  when  I  am  thus  pouring  forth 

the  horrors  of  an  afflifted  heart,  I  am  informed 

that  a  veflel  had  received  into  her  hold  a  part  of  thefe 

j  \ 

unfortunate  beings,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred, 

t 

where,  crowded  and  pretfed  againft  each  other  in 
this  gulf  of  infection,  the  greater  part  of  them,  link¬ 
ing  under  peflilential  diforders,  will,  doubtlefs, 
never  arrive  at  their  detained  place  of  banifhment. 

*  This  unfortunate  being  was  111  the  prifon  of  Muron,  or 
Muren,  a  commune  five  leagues  diftant  from  Rochefort.  The 
juftice  of  peace,  who  delivered  a  dying  perfon  to  the  gendarmes 
to  convey  to  Rochefort,  will  furely,  if  there  are  laws  in  France, 
be  one  day  puuiftied  for  this  atrocious  crime. 

I  am 
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I  am  informed  that,  at  the  time  of  their  getting 

O  o 

out  to  tea,  they  were  attacked  by  the  English,  who 
are  mailers  of  our  coaft ;  and  the  fhip  being  dif- 
mafted  in  the  conteft,  the  water  entering  on  every 
fide,  fhe  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  port, 
where  fhe  retained  her  dying  prifoners  in  her 
damaged  and  leaky  hold  ;  and  that  another  veffel, 
after  their  paffing  a  month  in  this  dreadful  cavern, 
had  juft  received  them  on  board,  to  depart  a  fecond 
time,  and  convey  them  to  the  land  of  deportation. 
Thus  caft  off  by  France,  again  repulfed  by  the  Eng- 
lifh,  and  forced  back  upon  our  coaft,  driven  to  and  fro 
like  the  waves  of  the  dreadful  element  that  bears 
them,  imagine  the  defpair  of  thefe  unhappy  beings, 
panting  again  to  prefs  the  beloved  fhores  of  their 
country,  though  but  again  to  be  driven  into  banifh- 
ment. 

To  you,  dear  and  lacrcd  victims  of  the  ferocious 
Robefpierre,  if,  on  the  other  tide  the  grave,  your 
virtuous  fouls  ft  ill  thrill  with  compaffion  for  our 
miferies*  to  you  I  appeal,  and  demand  whether  ye 
regret  the  lacrifice  of  life,  or  that  fhort  and  fudden 

o 

pang  which  inftantly  put  a  period  to  your  tor- 
ments,  torments  lets  dreadful  than  thofe  inflicted 
on  the  foul,  than  the  tedious  and  lingering  convui- 
lions  of  defpair,  or  that  perpetual  agony  ot  horror 

which 
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which  renders  the  anguifh  of  deaths  as  it  were, 
eternah  while  it  denies  the  undifturbed  repofe  of 
the  grave.  Yet  a  little  while,  and  even  Robefpierre 
will  feeni  to  have  had  a  fcrupuloutly  kind  and 
feeling  heart ;  for  thofe  who,  after  nine  years  of 
revolution  and  of  experience,  ft  ill  inflidt  fuch 
horrors,  and  exercife  fuch  tyranny,  are  at  once 
more  criminal,  and  their  crimes  lets  fufceptihle  of 
extenuation. 

Calvinifrs,  Lutherans,  Theophilanthropifts,  wor- 
lhippers  of  Mithra,  or  of  Mofes !  whatever  he 
your  religious  opinions,  or  your  diverfified  fyftems 
of  worfhip,  they  all  enjoin  the  practice  of  hu¬ 
manity,  mercy,  the  love  of  your  neighbour,  and 
even  the  love  of  your  enemies.  ’Tis  on  this  grand, 
this  univerfal  bafis,  that  all  the  religions  ot  the 
earth  are  built.  And  you,  my  fellow-citizens  ot 
France !  fay,  is  there  one  of  you  who  may 
not  view  the  arbitrary  deportation  of  thefe  unfor¬ 
tunate  men  as  threatening  himfelf  with  the  fame 
fate  to-morrow  ? 

Hodie  mihi,  eras  tibi. 

Surely  there  cxifts  not  an  inhabitant  ot  France 
but  would  fhudder  at  being  thus  initantly  torn  by 
the  caprice  of  a  wanton  calumniator  from  his  wife. 
Jus  children,  his  country,  and  his  fortunes,  and 

p  2  robbed 


C  T08  ) 


robbed  of  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  him.  O  yield, 
* 

then,  to  the  dictates  of  your  common  interefts, 
and  forget  your  hatreds  and  mutual  animosities ; 
for  to  defend  the  caufe  of  thefe  victims  of  mifery, 
is  but  to  plead  in  behalf  of  the  nation  at  large. 
Generals,  Legitlators,  Judges,  Directors,  men  of 
every  party,  and  of  every  rank  and"  condition,  O 
liden  to  my  voice.  Your  fafety  and  felf-pre- 
fervation  is  infeparable  from  theirs :  your  acqui- 
cfcence  in  their  fate  would  render  you  refponlible 
for  thefe  atrocious  meafures  to  every  future  age. 
Yes ;  it  would  bring  upon  your  own  heads  the 
horror  with  which  thefe  arbitrary  a£ts  will  fill  the 
fouls  ot  your  children,  and  which  your  cowardice 
and  weaknefs  will  encourage. 


(Signed) 
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NARRATIVE  OF  EVENTS 

THAT  TOOK  PLACE  AT  GUIANA  SUBSEQUENT 
TO  THE  ESCAPE  OF  THE  E1GH  P  EXILES, 

UP  TO  THE  29  VENTOSE  IN  THE  YEAR  VII. 

np 

JL  HE  commandant  of  Summary  loaded  the  pri- 
foners  who  remained  in  his  power  with  new  infults 
and  additional  feverit)  ;  he  alio  rendered  their  con¬ 
finement  more  rigorous,  and  icon  as  it  were,  de¬ 
termined  to  pumlh  them  for  not  having  taken  to 
flight.  It  was  long  before  they  had  any  news  of 
their  friends.  A  month  after  their  efcape  tome  fol- 
diers  reported  that  the  canoe  in  which  they  had  em¬ 
barked,  had  been  fallen  in  with  at  lea  by  a  priva¬ 
teer  belonging  to  the  colony,  which  had  funk  it ; 
and  they  added,  that  none  of  the  fugitives  efcapcd. 
Thus  the  unfortunate  priloners  poured  forth  in 
aggravated  captivity  the  tears  of  fricndfhip  and  of 
grief  over  the  fate  oi  their  haplefs  companions. 
The  object  of  this  falfe  report,  which  was  fpread 
over  the  whole  colony,  was  to  deter  the  remaining 
prifoners  from  all  ideas  of  attempting  a  flmilar 
efcape,  and  to  add  to  the  fufferings  they  endured. 

>  About  this  time  Jeannet  received  inftru&ions 

5  from 
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from  the  Directory,  fomewhat  more  humane  and 
moderate  than  the  preceding,  which  were  written 
by  the  ferocious  Reubell ;  and  the  orders  "iven  to 

J  fc> 

increafe  the  rigour  of  the  confinement  of  the  re¬ 
maining  prifoners  were  now  revoked. 

On  the  19th  Pr  ai  rial,  the  frigate  La  Decade  ar¬ 
rived  in  Cayenne-road  with  193  other  deported  per- 
fens  ;  among  whom  were  two  members  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Five  Hundred,  namely  Gibert-Defmolieres 
and  Job-Aim*,  fome  Emigrants,  a  great  number  of 
Priefls,  fome  refractory,  others  recanting,  and  fome 
who  had  taken  the  oaths;  and  laftly,  fome  perfons 
who  had  been  condemned  to  iraprifonment  for  vio¬ 
lations  of  the  criminal  code.  The  fituation  of  ihefe 
exiles  at  the  time  of  their  arrival  was  dreadful. 
\onc  of  them  indeed  had  died  during  thepaflage  ; 
but  they  bad  all  luffered  cruelly,  and  the  greater 
number  were  in  the  moft  perfect  indigence,  and 
almoft  naked  ;  while  bifeuit,  devoured  by  vermin, 
gourganrie  beans,  and  bad  water,  were  the  only 
ncurifhment  of  the  aged  and  the  infirm,  who  were 
finking  under  their  oppreffions. 

Upon  their  arrival,  the  inhabitants  of  Guiana 
again  gave  the  moft  ftriking  proofs  of  their  kind- 
nefs  and  hofpi  tali  ty.  Many  ol  thefe  ft  rangers  were 
received  at  various  plantations  which  werq  gene- 
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roufly  offered  them  as  an  afylum  ;  and  a  negro 
woman  who  poffeffcdv  a  fmall  plantation  in  the 
ditlridt  of  Sinamary,  and  who  has  (even  young  chil¬ 
dren  in  her  heufc,  eagerly  offered  to  receive  one  of 
the  pried s. 

The  inftructions  the  Agent  had  received,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  remonftrances  prefented  by  the  fa¬ 
milies  of  the  perfons  firft  deported,  enjoined  him 
to  permit  them  to  fettle  in  whatever  part  of  Guiana 
they  might  choofe,  except  the  ifland  of  Cayenne. 
In  compliance  with  thefc  inftructions  the  Agent  pub¬ 
lished  an  order  dated  the  30th  Prairial.  (See  Ap¬ 
pendix,  No.  II.) 

This  order  laid  feveral  reflriftions  on  the  liberty 
of  the  deported,  and  referved  to  the  Agent  an  arbi¬ 
trary  power  over  the  efiablifhments  they  might 
make. 

Another  order,  dated  10  Prairial,  granted  them  a 
continuation  of  their  allowances  till  the  cod  Bru- 
maire.  (See  Appendix,  No.  III.) 

On  t lie  roih  Thermidor,  La  Vilheurnois,  who  left 
France  in  the  molt  vigorous  Hate  of  health,  termi¬ 
nated  his  career  of  life.  lie  had  been  tried  by  a 
military  commiffion  nominated  by  the  Directory, 
and  condemned  to  a  year  of  imprifonment.  Yet 
without  further  trial  or  change  of  fentence,  and 

merely 
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merely  to  make  the  public  believe  he  had  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  members  of  the  Legitlative  Body 
included  in  the  law  of  the  19th  Frudtidor,  he  was 
deported  as  well  as  Brothier,  who,  like  himfelf,  was 
accufed  of  being  an  agent  of  the  brother  of  Louis 
XVI.  Duverne  de  Prefle,  or  Dunan,  who  was 
included  in  the  fame  accufation,  had  alone  been  ex¬ 
cepted,  in  confequence  of  the  declarations  upon 
which  the  pretended  confpirators  of  the  18th  Fruc- 
tidor,  were  denounced  to  the  Legitlative  Body; 
though  not  til!  that  body  had  been  moll  grofsly  out¬ 
raged.  La  Vilheurnois,  throughout  his  misfortunes, 
maintained  a  firm  and  invariable  fortitude.  At  the 
hofpital  of  Cayenne  he  was  compelled  to  lie  in  the 
very  bed  where  the  detefted  Collot  d’Herbois  had 
died.  He  was  much  diffatisfied  with  Brothier,  and 
had  frequently  fo  expreffed  himfelf  to  him,  but  was 
defirous  to  be  reconciled,  before  he  died  ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  received  from  the  Abbess  hands  the  laft  fpirituai 
comforts,  he  expired  in  his  arms,  pouring  forth  vows 
for  the  re-efiablifhment  of  the  Monarchy. 

As  foon  as  a  few  carbets ,  or  huts  formed  of 
hurdles  and  turf,  and  covered  with  thatch  or  leaves 
of  trees,  were  conftru£led  ;  eighty  of  the  deported 
were  conducted  to  Conanama ;  that  is,  all  thole 
who  had  not  yet  procured  fettlements.  This  place 

having 
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having  no  furgcon,  the  furgeon  of  Iracombo,  which 
is  three  long  leagues  diftant,  received  orders  to  go 
thither  four  times  per  month. 

Several  of  thefe  unfortunate  perfons  were  robbed 
on  the  road,  and  molt  of  them  had  no  other  bed 
than  the  ground,  when  they  arrived  at  their  carbets  ; 
the  toil  being  very  damp,  and  chiefly  confiding  of 
a  muddy  morals.  “  I  have  feen  Indians,”  faid 
one  of  them  in  a  letter  to  a  friend  ;  “  yes,  I  have 
(C  feen  men  whom  we  call  favages,  thudder  at -thefe 
66  dreadful  feenes,  which  they  affured  me  infpired 
“  them  with  horror.  I  have  feen  the  Captain  of 
“  the  Indians  of  Iracombo,  who  worked  together 
“  with  his  men  in  preparing  thefe  carbets ,  fhed  tears 
“  over  our  misfortunes,  and  exprefs  the  flrongeft 
cc  indignation  againft  the  authors  of  our  miferies*.” 

The  quiet  and  peaceful  fettlers  were  obliged  to 
crowd  together  to  the  number  of  twenty  or  twen¬ 
ty-five  in  one  carbet,  to  avoid  being  confounded 
with  mifereants  who  threatened  them  with  defiruc- 
lion,  and  were  watching  to  plunder  them  of  their 
lafl:  remaining  clothes.  This  kind  of  diforder 
foon  broke  out,  and  three  or  four  of  thefe  mif- 

*  “  Thefe  Indians  and  thofe  of  Sinamary  were  compelled  to 
M  work  at  the  carbets ,  after  which  they  were  referred  to  Cayenne? 
6i  for  payment,” 
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creants  were  accufed,  one  of  a  robbery  committee! 
in  a  neighbouring  plantation,  and  the  refl  of  a 
confpiracy  to  fet  fire  to  the  carbets.  Of  four  of 
them  who  were  conducted  to  Sinamary,  one  was 
acquitted  and  fent  back  to  Conanama,  and  the 
reft  conveyed  to  Cayenne  to  take  their  trials.  He 
that  was  accufed  of  robbery  was  imprifoned  at 
Conanama ;  and  although  his  guilt  was  not  proved 
byany  witnefs  whatever,  the  engineer  who  commands 
the  military  force,  and  who  was  the  perfon  that  had, 
in  the  month  of  Frimaire,  formed  the  plan  of  this, 
eftablifoment,  and  fuperintended  the  execution  of 
it,  threatened  the  prifoner  that  he  fhould  be  foot 
at  fix  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  unlefs  he  confefled 
his  crime  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  The  poor 
wretch,  however,  broke  out  of  prifon,  and  after 
wandering  two  or  three  days  in  the  woods,  was  met 
with  and  arrefted,  almoft  in  a  dying  ft  ate,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Sinamary.  He  was  fent  to  the 
hofpital,  where  he  died  two  or  three  days  after. 

He  that  was  acquitted  before  the  juftice  of  peace 
at  Sinamary,  and  fent  back  to  Conanama,  was 
conveyed  to  Cayenne  as  a  fufpiemus  perfon ,  by  or¬ 
der  of  the  Engineer  Prevoft.  Thus  it  is  that  juftice 
is  adminiitered  in  the  name  of  the  republic  ! 

Rovere 
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Rovere  was  beginning  to  recover  from  a  long 
and  fevere  illnefs,  when  lie  received  intelligence 
of  the  noble  and  generous  ftep  of  his  affectionate 
wife,  who  informed  him  the  was  about  to  embark 
on  board  the  Medea,  with  her  two  infant  children, 
to  fhare  his  fate,  and,  if  poihble,  to  alleviate  his 
misfortunes.  The  firft  effect  of  this  news,  and  the 
fears  and  anxieties  to  which  it  gave  birth,  cauled 
a  new  relapfe.  His  mind  and  body,  however, 
teemed  both  re  animated,  and  he  applied  himtelt 
to  forming  and  executing  a  plan  ot  fettling  him- 
felf,  together  with  his  family,  in  a  plantation  of 
which  he  had  an  offer,  in  the  neighbourhood  ot 
Cayenne,  To  accomplifb  this,  however,  it  was 
neceflary  to  conform  to  the  regulations  ot  the  30th 
Prairial  ;  and  fume  informalities  in  his  demand  re¬ 
tarded  the  confignments  he  expected,  at  which  he 
was  fo  greatly  alarmed,  that  his  fever  returned,  ac¬ 
companied  with  the  moft  dangerous  fymptoms. 

At  length,  however,  he  received  the  requifite 
documents,  and,  notwithfianding  his  extreme  de¬ 
bility,  and  the  opposition  of  the  turgeon,  and 
notwithftanding  death  teemed  already  to  hang  over 
him,  he  embarked  on  the  15th  FnuTdor  for 
Cayenne,  though  it  was  nec chary  to  carry  him  in 

a  ham- 
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a  hammock  from  his  bed  to  the  fchooner  that  was 
to  convey  him  thither. 

He  had  fcarcely  got  out  to  fca  before  he  had  a 
moft  violent  attack  of  fever  in  the  night,  and  be¬ 
came  quite  delirious,  x  his  circumtlancc,  added  to 
the  roughnels  ot  the  fea,  obliged  the  captain  to 
return  to  Sinamary,  where  he  landed  on  the  17th. 
Rovere  was  difembarked  in  a  dying  Irate,  fcarcely 
able  to  move  a  limb,  and  was  even  hoifted  up  and 
carried  cn  fhore  in  a  hammock  :  he  could  not, 
however,  be  brought  back  to  the  houfe  he  before 
inhabited,  as  he  had  very  great  caufe  of  complaint 
againtl  the  unfeeling  ingratitude  he  had  there 
experienced.  One  of  the  inhabitants,  therefore, 
whole  heart  was  more  generous  and  tympathetic 
than  that  of  his  former  holt,  although  burdened 
with  a  large  family  and  a  lick  houfe,  offered  to 
receive  him.  To  his  houfe  he  was  carried  almoft 
in  the  agonies  of  death.  The  furgeon  paid  him 
every  attention ;  but  all  his  cares  were  in  vain; 
and  after  fuffering  a  conlulerable  time,  he  died  at 
three  in  the  morning  on  the  25th  Fructidor. 

It  is  impoffible  to  pourtray  the  long  and  compli¬ 
cated  fuflerings  he  endured.  The  apprehenfion 
of  his  wife  and  children  arriving  in  the  midtl  of 
thefe  feenes  of  ticknefs  and  of  death  continually 
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haraffed  his  mind,  and  he  died  calling  upon 
their  names,  and  imagining  he  was  clafping  them 

in  Ins  arms. 

A  an  here  let  me  pay  a  tribute  of  rcfpedt  and 
admiration  to  the  kind-hearted  and  hofpitable  inha¬ 
bitant  who  received  liim  beneath  his  roof.  This 
worthy  man  is  one  of  the  fmall  number  of  Ger¬ 
mans  who  furvived  the  dreadful  mortality  that 
befel  the  planters,  whofe  fettlement  was  intruded 
to  the  Chevalier  Turgols  at  Chanvallon.  After 
thirty-four  years  of  labour,  he  had  acquired  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree  of  affluence,  when  the  new  fyftem 
adopted  for  the  regulation  of  the  colonics  ruined 
his  fortune  and  deftroycd  all  his  hopes.  The  ill- 
nefs  of  his  wife  and  children  increafed  ft  ill  further 
his  calamities  ;  yet  notwithftanding  thefe  afflictions, 
every  one  of  the  deported  who  was  fituated  in  his 
diltricf  experienced  his  beneficence  and  humanity. 
T1  le  name  of  this  worthy  man,  who  is  keeper  of 
the  fiorcs  at  Sinamary,  is  Morgenfiern. 

Eight  of  the  newly  deported  perfons  took  up 
their  abode  in  a  finall  room  which  they  hired  at 
Sinamary.  On  the  15th  Frudtidor  fix  of  them 
were  in  the  hofpital,  and  the  other  two  ill  of  fevers  ; 
and  on  the  20th  two  of  thole  who  were  at  the  hot- 
pital  died;  one  of  thefe  was  DTIavelange,  a  rc- 

fpedtable 
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fpedbmte  old  roan,  who  had  formerly  been  n 
Reclor  at  the  univerfity  of  Louvain, 


On  the  9th  Frudiidor,  the  Agent,  totally  difre- 
garding  his  former  orders,  by  which  he  had  pro- 
mifed  the  perlons  firjft  deported  their  lodging  and 
allowance  of  food  till  the  2 2d  of  Brumaire,  wrote 


to  the  Commiflary  that  thefe  indulgences  fhould 
ceaie  on  the  1  It  ot  Vendemiaire,  at  the  fame  time 
ordering  him  to  fend  to  Conanama  on  the  25th 
Frudhdoi,  thofe  of  tne  lixteen  deported  perfons, 
who  were  unable  to  fettle  themfelves  agreeably  to 
tiie  legulations  of  his  order  of  the  30th  Prairial. 

Thus  was  the  permiffion  to  fettle,  which  had 


been  fo  frequently  conteiled  and  reflrained,  and 
which  the  Minifter  of  Marine  had  at  length 
granted,  fuddenly  changed  into  a  pofitive  com¬ 
mand  to  fettle  and  to  become  a  planter  without 
the  means  of  cultivation  ;  or  to  commence  mer¬ 
chant  without  being  allowed  to  go  to  the  only 
port  which  commerce  could  frequent.  It  was 
necefiary,  however,  to  choofe  one  of  thefe  alter¬ 
natives,  or  be  cruelly  conducted  by  a  military  force 
to  the  carbets  of  Gonanama. 


i 


Tliis  diftridl  is  fituated  between  Sinamary  and 
Iracombo,  in  a  favanna  that  is  furrounded  by 
extenfive  mornfies,  which  render  this  fpot  ftill 


more 
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more  unwholefome  than  Sinamary ;  and  thofe  who 
had  languifhed  during  fo  long  a  period  in  thefe 
horrid  deferts,  and  had  beheld  their  friends  perifh. 
through  the  effedts  of  the  peflilential  air  of  Sina- 
marv,  had  no  fooner  become  ieafoned  to  that  dread- 

j 5 

Jnl  climate,  than  they  were  again  obliged  to  change 
their  fituation :  the  Agent  having  inhumanly  ordered 
them  to  be  removed  to  this  new  grave  of  the 
human  race  at  Conanama. 

However  incapable  they  might  be  to  devote 
themfelves  to  agriculture  and  commerce,  whatever 
other  arrangements  they  might  have  made,  yet 
even  were  they  tick,  were  they  in  the  agonies  of 
death,  ftill  they  muft  conform  to  the  equally  lingu¬ 
lar  and  arbitrary  regulations  of  that  order.  (See 
Appendix,  No.  IV.)  It  arrived  at  Sinamary  at  a 
time-  when  Brothier  was  juft  recovering  from  a 
fevere  fever;  hence  it  had  a  cruel  effect  upon  his 
health  ;  for,  having  patted  almoft  all  his  life  in  the 

ftudy  of  mathematics  and  of  literature,  nothing 

/ 

could  be  more  foreign  to  his  habits  than  agricul- 
tural  or  commercial  purfuits.  On  the  15th  Fruc- 
iidor  he  had  been  fo  aftivc  in  aflilling  Rovere  to 
embark,  and  expofed  himfelf  lb  much  to  the  burn¬ 
ing  heat  of  the  fun,  as  to  caufe  a  further  relapfc  of 
his  diforder ;  he  had  hired  a  fmall  lodging,  and 

3  had 


(  120  ) 

had  addrefled  to  the  departmental  administration 
a  demand  ol  a  tettlement.  Some  informalities, 
however,  caufed  it  to  be  returned;  and  as  this 
anfwer  did  not  reach  him  till  the  2Cth  Frudtidor, 
at  a  time  when  he  was  in  a  Itate  of  extreme  debi¬ 
lity,  it  caufed  fo  great  a  depreffion  of  his  Spirits, 
that  he  conceived  it  was  intended  he  Should  die  at 

i 

Conanama :  thus  his  fever  increaling,  affirmed 
the  molt  alarming  appearance,  and  he  died  at  ten 
in  the  morning  of  the  26th  Pro  cl  id  or. 

The  death  of  Frothier  will  deprive  the  world  of 
various  works  which  he  intended  to  have  pnblifhed 
from  the  manuferipts  of  his  uncle,  and  among 
others,  an  edition  of  Pliny,  the  notes  on  which 
alone  would  have  been  highly  important  to  thofe 
who  are  defirous  of  comparing  the  knowledge  of 
the  ancients,  relative  to  natural  hiftorv,  with  that 
of  the  moderns. 

We  have  learnt,  that,  up  to  theprefent  time,  of 
the  newly  deported  perfons, 

2  have  died  at  Aprouayac, 

9  at  Cayenne  and  the  reft  of  the  colony, 

14  at  Conanama, 

3  at  Sinamary. 

* 

29  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-five  days. 
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6o  are  fick  at  Conanama, 

5  at  Sinamary,  and 

20  at  the  leaft  in  various  other  parts  of  Guiana. 

The  daily  allowance  of  all  thofe  whom  the 
humanity  of  the  inhabitants  has  received  into  their 
houfes  has  been  fupprefled  ;  nor  are  thefe  indivi¬ 
duals  permitted  to  receive  any  affiftance  from  the 
hotpital. 

The  furgeon  of  the  diftrifi  of  Sinamary  performs 
his  duty,  although  ill  himfelf,  with  a  zeal  and 
activity  that  deferve  the  gratitude  of  all  the  exiles ; 
but  the  moft  eflential  medicines  are  refufed  to  be 
lent  him  from  Cayenne,  and  he  is  often  reduced  to 
the  painful  neeeffity  of  feeing  his  patients  die, 
through  not  having  it  in  his  power  to  adminiftcr 
the  medicines  their  cafes  require. 

The  Agent  has  written  to  the  Directory,  giving 
a  brilliant  pkfture  of  the  condition  of  moft  of  the 
deported  perfons  who  have  fettled  in  the  colony, 
and  who  are  forced  to  make  fictitious  arrangements 
both  in  agriculture  and  in  commerce;  for  what 
fpecies  of  commerce  or  of  cultivation  of  the  earth 
can  men,  without  the  means  of  either,  and  in  a 
fick  or  dying  ftate,  purfuc  ? 

Billaud-Varennes,  however,  has  conftantly  re¬ 
ceived  all  the  affiftance  he  flood  in  need  of.  He 
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has  lately  left  Sinamary  to  fettle  in  the  diflrid:  of 
Makouria ;  and  it  is  reported  in  the  colony,  that 
he  receives  fupplies  from  Vidor  Hugues ;  while 
infirm  and  wretched  priefts,  bending  under  the 
weight  of  years,  and  vidims  to  religious  perfec¬ 
tion,  are  rejeded  by  the  hofpital  of  the  colony, 
and  left  to  die  without  relief  in  a  burning  and  in- 
fedious  climate.  One  of  thefe,  a  man  fixty  years 
of  age,  afflided  with  a  hernia,  was  brought  to 
Rochefort  in  great  pain.  His  age  and  illnefs  ought 
to  have  exempted  him  from  deportation,  and  he 
demanded  the  enforcing  of  the  law.  But  he  was 
anfwered  with  favage  derifion  :  “  You  may  de- 
“  mand  it  from  the  Commandant  of  Cayenne, 
“  when  you  fhall  arrive  there.”  There  at  length 
he  arrived,  but  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  it  was  impoflible 
to  behold  without  tears ;  yet  thence  he  was  re¬ 
moved  without  pity  to  Conanama,  where  he  was 
on  the  point  of  expiring,  when  the  furgeon  of  Ira- 
combo,  whofe  heart  was  affeded  by  his  misfortunes, 
offered  him  an  alylum,  and  refcued  him  from  the 
jaws  of  death. 

The  general  refult  of  the  foregoing  narrative  is  as 
follows : 

Firft,  That  of  the  fixteen  perfons  deported  on 
hoard  the  corvette  La  Vaillante,  eight  remained  at 

Sinamary  $ 
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Sinamary  ;  and  of  thefe  eight,  fix  died  in  the  fpace 
of  ten  months  and  four  days  ;  namely, 

Murinais  on  the  27th  Frimaire,  in  the  year  vi. 

Troncon-du-Coudray  on  the  4th  Meffidor* 

La  Vilheurnois  011  the  10th  Thermidor* 

Bourdon  de  l’Oife  the  fame  day. 

Rovere  on  the  25th  Frudlidor. 

Brothicr  on  the  26th  Fru6lidor. 

And  that  only  two  of  thefe  eight  are  ftill  alive ; 
namely,  Marbois  and  Laffond-Ladebat ;  and  even 
the  former  of  thefe  was  attacked  with  a  fever  eigh¬ 
teen  days  ago. 

Thus  the  mortality  of  thefe  deported  perfons  for 
the  whole  year  is  in  the  proportion  of  feven  and 
two  tenths  to  eight,  or  feventy-two  to  eighty ;  that 
is,  according  to  this  proportion,  the  whole  number 
fhould  be  extincSt  in  fourteen  months. 

It  muft  be  further  obferved,  that  eight  of  the 
deported  perfons  refeued  themfelves  from  death 
about  five  months  ago  ;  and  that  it  is  at  lead:  pro¬ 
bable  fome  of  thefe  alfo  would  have  died,  had  they 
remained  at  Sinamary. 

2dly.  That  of  the  five  deported  members  of  the 
Council  of  Elders,  three  are  now  no  more,  Thefe 
men  were  condemned,  without  criminality,  accu- 

r  %  fation. 
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iation,  or  trial;  they  have  left  their  country  a 
heinous  crime  to  atone  for  ! 

3dly.  That  only  one  member  of  the  Council  of 
Five  Hundred  remained  at  Sinamary ;  and  he  alfo 
has  fallen.  It  is  for  his  friends  to  explain  their 
motives  for  tacrificing  him. 

t 

4-thly.  That  of  two  agents  of  royalifm,  already 
tried  and  condemned  to  imprifonment  in  France, 
and  who  were  deported  without  any  further  trial, 
and  in  contempt  of  their  a&ual  fentence,  neither 
is  now  alive. 

5thly.  That  of  the  hundred  and  ninety-three 
perfons  deported  on  board  the  frigate  La  Decade, 
twenty-nine  died  in  lefs  than  a  month,  and  at  leatl 
eighty-five  are  dangeroutly  ill,  and  deprived  of 
every  fpecies  of  relief. 

In  what  nation  of  uncivilized  favages  or  ferocious 
barbarians  have  men  an  idea  of  arbitrarily  con¬ 
demning,  without  trial  or  accufation,  members  of 

,  * 

the  political  affociation  to  fuch  a  Ipecies  of  punifh-, 
ment  and  of  torture?  Yet  of  thefe  vi&ims  of 
injuftice  the  furvivors  are  doubtlefs  the  moft 
miferable.  They  have  almoft  daily  witneffed 
the  dying  groans  of  their  companions  in  misfor¬ 
tune,  and  are  haunted  with  the  phantom  of  a 
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painful  and  languifhing  death  on  the  favage  coaft 
of  a  diftant  country,  far  from  their  native  homes, 
from  their  families,  and  from  their  friends. 

On  this  horrid  picture  we  fhall  make  no  reflec¬ 
tions.  It  is  to  the  juftice  and  humanity  of  theFrench 
nation  that  it  is  fubmitted. 

Dated  Guiana,  the  9th  Vendcmiaire,  in  the 
year  vn. 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER 


FROM 


M.  F***  OF  CAYENNE,  TO  HIS  COUSIN  MADAME 

DE  N***. 


Cayenne,  the  24th  Ventofe, 
in  the  Year  vu. 

OU  afk  me,  my  dear  Coufln,  for  news  of 
the  deported>  and  efpecially  of  the  friend  in  vvhofe 
favour  you  have  fo  warmly  written  to  me.  His 
efcape,  and  that  of  molt  of  his  companions  in 
misfortune,  muft  already  be  known  to  you  feveral 
months  ago.  I  was  happy  enough  to  be  of  fome 
fervice  to  him  during  his  flay  at  Sinamary  ;  and  it 
was  perhaps  through  my  advice  that  he  fo  fpeedily 
refolved  on  flying  from  this  lcene  of  horror  and  of 
death. 

In  quitting  this  colony,  the  exiles  were  expofed 
to  the  greateft  dangers.  Providence,  however, 
watched  over  them  ;  and  in  a  mere  fifhing-boat, 
with  almoft  miraculous  good  fortune,  they  arrived, 
after  experiencing  the^  fevered:  fufferrngs,  in  the 
territories  of  the  neighbouring  Dutch  colony. 

4  Moft 
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Moll  of  tliofe  who  remained  behind  have  long 
ceafed  to  exift.  Their  only  furvivors  are,  Barbe- 
Marbois  and  Laffond-Ladebat,  who  perhaps  are 
only  referved  for  ftill  more  cruel  hardfhips. 

Jeannet  is  no  longer  Commiffary  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  at  Cayenne  ;  and  the  tyranny  of  his  fucccffor 
is  fo  great,  that  we  are  almoft  compelled  to  regret 
his  removal.  We  are  continually  told  that  it  can¬ 
not  continue  long;  but  in  the  mean  while  we  lin¬ 
ger,  as  it  were,  in  a  tedious  hate  of  depreflion  and 
iicknefs,  in  which  the  evils  the  patient  endures 
while  waiting  for  the  remedy  are  dreadful.  Ah, 
my  dear  Coufin  !  you  complain  of  your  fufferings  in 
France  :  “  You  ftgh,”  you  fay,  “  for  the  time  when 
“  you  will  return  to  the  colony  !”  while  I  would 
give  the  world  never  to  have  left  the  continent  of 
Europe.  The  picture  we  arc  every  day  compelled  to 
contemplate  is  too  horrid  for  us  to  fuppofe  you  can 
be  more  wretched.  You  know,  it  is  true,  that  unfor¬ 
tunate  perfons  exift,  but  you  are  not  eye-witneffes 
of  their  fufferings;  and  it  is  evident,  the  evils  en¬ 
dured  by  others  affect  us  lefs  in  proportion  to  the 
diflance  of  the  feene.  Yes,  my  dear  Coufin,  I 
cannot  but  cherifh  a  belief  that  men  would  be  lefs 
depraved  were  the  mirror  of  truth  conftantly  held 
up  before  their  eyes,  to  fhow  them  all  the  hideous 

deformity 
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deformity  of  vice;  and  the  cruelleft  enemy  of  the 
deported  would  put  a  period  to  his  vengeance,  were 
he  compelled  to  be  the  eye-witnefs  of  their  mifery  : 
for  the  mere  beholding  his  victims  would  fill  his 
foul  with  remorfe  and  horroj. 

A  great  number  of  other  deported  perfons  have 
arrived  fince  my  lad  at  Guiana,  chiefly  confiding 
of  ecclefiaftics  ;  among  whom  are  two  new  depu¬ 
ties,  Aime  and  Gibert-Definolieres.  But  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Cayenne,  who,  though  poor,  are  humane 
and  hofpitable,  have  the  mortification  to  be  unable 
to  afford  relief  to  all  thefe  poor  unfortunate  people, 
mod:  of  whom,  totally  deftitute  of  all  things,  and 
finking  beneath  ficknefs  and  infirmity,  are  waiting, 
as  it  were,  for  the  firoke  of  death,  which  feems 
ready  to  fall  upon  their  heads. 

In  vain  have  the  planters  folicited  permiffion  for 
them  to  fettle  in  the  plantations  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  town  ;  in  vain  did  I  offer  to  be  fecurity 

for  two  venerable  old  men,  who,  as  I  forefaw, 
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could  not  furvive  their  removal  to  Conanama,  and 
whofe  bodies  are  now  laid  in  the  tomb.  Neither 
our  reprefentations  nor  our  prayers  could  prevail 
with  the  cruel-hearted  man  who  governs  us;  and 
thus  their  dedru&ion  was  inevitable.  All  of  them 
are  placed  in  the  mod:  unwholefome  parts  of 

Guiana* 
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Guiana.  At  Sinamary,  though  a  horrid  place, 
life  may  11  ill  continue  to  linger  for  a  time  :  de¬ 
finition  was  there  too  tardy  in  devouring  her 
prey;  and  therefore  it  was  Vefolved  to  bury  'hem, 
as  it  were,  alive  at  Kourou,  Conanama,  and  other 
remote  diftridts.  And  to  thefe  wild  and  nearly  de- 
fert  fpots  they  are  confined,  where  their  only  pro- 
fpedl  is  miferably  to  die  in  wretchednefs  and  want. 
Every  inhabitant  of  the  colony  lliudders  at  thefe 
horrors  ;  but,  alas  !  we  fliall  not  long  have  to  be¬ 
wail  the  atual  fufFerings  of  thefe  unfortunate  be¬ 
ings,  who  are  fo  cruelly  facrificed  !  for  the  earth 
feems  each  day  to  yawn  beneath  their  teet,  and  the 
extinction  of  their  lafi  furvivor  will  foon  alleviate 
our  fympathetic  affiidions. 

Job-Aime  and  Gibert  Defmolieres  have,  how¬ 
ever,  obtained  permiffion  to  fettle  near  the  town. 
But  will  the  tyrant  always  be  equally  w  ell  dilpofed 
toward  them  ?  His  condudi  to  Lafiond-Ladebat 
and  Marbois  proves,  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed 
on  this  capricious  and  cruel  proconful  ;  for,  fearing 
they  might  be  carried  off  by  the  Englifh  from  the 
coaft  of  Sinamary,  he  thought  fit,  on  the  25th  Ni- 
vofe  laft,  to  have  them  brought  over  burning  lands 

to  Cayenne ;  where,  though  they  arrived  in  a  very 
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Ivivi  iiate  of  heal tn,  they  were,  in  conformity  to 
his  orders,  lodged  in  a  cockloft  at  the  hofpitah 
Being  however  perfuaded  the  Agent  was  difpofed 
io  grant  them  another  plantation,  they  eagerly  in¬ 
dulged  that  expectation,  and  wrote  him  a  letter, 

which  I  lhall  firft  copy,  and  then  relate  the  conie- 
quences  that  enfued. 


Lajfond-Ladebat  and  Barbe-Marbois  to  the  Special 

sigent  from  the  Executive  DireSory  in  French 
Guiana. 


“  Hofpital  at  Cayenne,  the  14th  Ventole, 
in  the  Year  vii. 

“  Citizen  Agent, 

1^  ^  '1S  your  intention  to  put  an  end  to  our 
Parent  imprifonment,  which  has  continued  from 
the  25th  Nivofe,  we  requeft  your  permiflion 
to  fettle  in  the  plantation  called  IfArmorique* 
We  have  feen  all  our  companions  in  misfortune 
t(  fucceffively  perifh,  and  it  is  cur  with  that  we 
may  not  be  teparated.  Ihe  dinettes  we  have 
experienced,  and  the  debilitated  ftate  of  Mar- 
“  which  has  been  increafed  by  our  unforefeen 
voyage  from  Sinamary  to  Cayenne,  and  the  fear 
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“  of  relapfes,  winch  are  peculiarly  dangerous  in 
66  this  climate,  render  it  nec chary  that  we  fhould  be 
near  Cayenne,  in  order  to  be  within  ''each  of  the 
“  medical  and  other  afli  dance  it  affords.  Citizen 
“  wjU  our  fecurity,  fhould  a  regard  to 

C(  our  own  characters  and  interefts  appear  to  you 
“  infufficient  pledges.  We  alfo  requell,  Citizen 
a  Agent,  that  this  commiflion  commence  only 
“  from  the  ift  Germinal  next,  a  delay  which  is 
“  indifpenfably  necelfary  for  the  removal  of  our 
<c  effects  from  Sinamary.  Ife  have  the  honour  to 
“  faint e  you  # . 


(Signed) 


“  Laffond-Ladebat, 
“  Barbe-Marbois/' 


When  the  Agent  perufed  this  petition,  he  imme¬ 
diately  flew  into  a  violent  paffion.  The  omiffion 
of  the  words  “Health  and  refpedl  ”  (Salut  et 
refpect)  at  the  conclufion  of  the  letter,  was  an 
outrage  which  it  would  have  been  a  violation  of 
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liis  character  to  leave  unpunifhed  ;  lie  even  carried 

*  Nous  avons  Vhonneur  de  vous  faluer ,  was  formerly  a  common 
mode  of  concluding  a  refpedtful  letter;  but  as  it  is  the  language 
of  gentlemen,  and  has  the  air  of  the  anc:enregime)  it  feems  to  have 
highly  difpleafed  this  ferocious  proconful.  T. 
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his  ferocity  lb  far  as  to  avow  this  debating  motive 
as  the  ground  of  his  conduct ,  and  although  the 
weather  was  dreadfully  bad,  and  Marbois  was  ftill 
very  ill,  he  and  Ladebat  were  inftantly  embarked 

tor  Sinamary.  I  have  heard  from  them  thrice  llnee 

| 

their  departure,  and  learnt  that  they  are  in  a  ftate 
of  greater  fuffering  and  torment  than  ever.  On 
their  return  to  Sinamary  they  found  the  following 
an  etc  or  order  under  execution,  and  new  vexations 
daily  increafe  the  weight  of  their  misfortunes. 

<c  -Arret e  of  the  Commandant  of  Sinamary* 

“  By  order  of  the  Commandant  of  this  ftation. 

'  *  i  ;> 

all  the  deported  perlons,  without  exception,  are 
to  afTemble  in  the  fquare  every  Decadi  and  Quin- 
t;di,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  there  to  pafs  mufter 
before  the  Military  Commandant  of  the  poll; 

**  They  fhall  be  ranged  in  two  rows,  and  in  due 
6i  order. 

For  the  future  all  the  deported  fhall  be  relpon- 
€(  fible  for  the  efcape  of  any  one  of  their  number. 

“  The  deported  are  exprefsly  prohibited  from 
quitting  the  flation  without  a  written  permiffion 
“  figned  by  the  Commandant. 

€c  The  guard  at  the  point  of  the  paflage  of  the 
-  Savannas,  are  ordered  to  arreft  every  deported 

2  “  perfon 
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**  perfon  who  fhall  attempt  to  pats  without  ihow* 
cC  ing  the  aforefaid  permiffion^. 

u  At  Sinamary,  the  28th  Pluviofe,  in  the 
u  year  vir. 

(Signed)  cc  Freytag, 

“  Commandant  of  the  Poftf* 


At  Conanama,  at  Kourou,  and  in  all  the  dif- 
tricls  where  any  of  the  deported  are  placed,  the 
fame  tyranny  is  exercifed  ;  two  or  three  of  them 
have,  however,  made  their  efcape,  or  rather,  per¬ 
haps,  have  lied  into  the  forefls  in  order  to  feek  a 
more  rapid  and  lefs  cruel  death. 

M.  Da  an  Orleanais  priefl,  but  now  de¬ 

ported  to  Conanama,  has  fent  me  a  letter  £  written 
by  him  to  his  aged  father,  and  which  I  tranfmit 
you  herewith.  What  virtues,  what  greatnefs  of 
foul  he  poffefTes !  Ah  !  my  dear  and  amiable  coufin, 
let  his  letter  be  made  public ;  it  will  melt  even  the 
hearts  to  which  fenfibility  is  almoft  a  flranger;  it 
will  difarm  vengeance  itfelf. 

Since  the  flight  of  Pichcgru  and  his  friends,  I 
have  received  three  boxes  for  the  deported,  one  of 


■f  This  arrete  has  a  Unking  refemblance  to  the  new  law  rela¬ 
tive  to  hoftages.  Fr.  Ed. 

X  See  page  136. 
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winch  contains  provifions  and  clothes,  another  is 
f;l[ed  with  fhoes,  and  the  third  with  feeds.  I 
ihall  deliver  thefe  effects  to  thofe  who  remain  here, 
together  with  feveral  letters  I  have  alfo  received  for 
them.  Tell  M  *  *  *  that  the  letter  wherein  he 
openly  advifes  them,  to  fly,  was  faithfully  delivered 
to  me  by  M.  R  *  *  *  who  has  rendered  his  friend 
conhderable  lei  vices.  Should  this  letter  reach  you, 
have  the  goodnets  to  fend  the  following  note  to 

M.  G  *  *  *,  notary  at  - ,  and  thus  fulfil  the 

intentions  of  his  unfortunate  brother,  from  whom 
I  received  it.  dhe  following  is  a  copy  : 

“  1  about  to  die,  my  dear  brother,  and  I 
“  fhould  be  guilty  of  an  offence  before  God,  did  I 
“  not  forgive  my  enemies.  When  you  witneffed 
my  departure  for  Guiana,  you  were  defirous  to 
“  know  who  was  my  denouncer ;  and  you  affured 
19  me,  in  your  grief,  that  you  would  fooner  or 
“later  revenge  this  crime.  O  my  brother! 

# 

“  abandon  this  intention.  Forgive  him,  as  I  for- 
u  give  him,  I  conjure  you,  in  the  name  of  Jefus 
“  Chrifl,  who  is  about  to  receive  me  in  his  Divine 
“  mercy.  Recommend  me  to  the  prayers  of  all 
our  relatives,  and  to  thofe  of  my  parifhioners. 

“  Adieu,  my  dear  brother.  I  pray  to  God  with 
“  my  dying  breath,  to  pour  down  every  bleffing 

“  and 
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cc  and  profperity  on  you,  your  w  ife,  and  your 
“  five  children.  I  am  indebted  io  Madame  L  *  *  * 
“  thirt7  fivres,  which  I  requeft  you  will  repay  her. 
“  Adieu,  my  dearly  beloved  brother  !  God  will 

toon  taKc  his  frail  and  linful  creature  unto 
“  himfelf. 

(Signed)  “  P.  M.  G  *  * 

cc  Curate  of  M - 

This  worthy  and  refpe&able  prieft  died  the  16th 
of  the  pretent  mon  tn,  two  days  after  he  wrote  the 
foregoing  letter. 

Adieu,  my  dear  ecu  fin.  I  will  feize  every  nof- 

j  i 

fible  opportunity  of  writing  to  you,  both  relative 
to  your  own  affairs,  and  to  the  unfortunate  per- 
ions  for  whom  you  feel  fo  lively  an  intereft.  Re- 
member  me  to  Mefdames  de  C**,  Id**',  and 
W  *  *,  not  forgetting  that  worthy  woman  Bel  *  *  *. 
M.  P  *  *  *  s  agent  is  very  ill,  but  all  your 
friend.)  are  well,  i  ou  do  not  tell  me  enough  of 
Zoe;  I  hope  at  my  return  to  find  her  anfwer  my 

expectations.  Meanwhile  embrace  her  very  ten¬ 
derly  for  me. 

yr  #  #  # 
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to  his  Father 

M.  DA  *  *  *,  A  LANDHOLDER  AT  V— 

Conanama,  a  Diftrifl  of  French 
Guiana,  3d  Feb.  1799. 

God  has  watched  over  his  finful  creature.  Your 
fon  is  alive.  Death  has  not  feized  Vour  child. 

j  * 

whofe  fate  you  deplore.  O  my  father !  you  that 
have  taught  me  from  my  earlieft  infancy,  both  by 
habit,  and  by  the  pleafure  it  gives,  to  love  virtue, 
and  virtue  alone,  if  your  eyes,  no  doubt 
inceffantly  overflowing  with  tears,  are  fiill  open  to 
the  light  of  heaven,  may  thefe  few  lines,  written 
by  a  hand  you  love,  be  delivered  into  yours! 
May  they  be  a  momentary  confolation  to  your  age ; 
and  may  that  grief  which  too  long  has  weighed 
you  down,  at  leaf!  refpedt  the  approaches  to  the 
grave.  O  my  father !  there  is,  there  is  another 
life,  where  the  virtuous  fhall  find  fhelter  from  * 
iniquity.  Even  if  religion  did  not  reveal  this 

truth,  misfortune  itfelf  would  teach  it  to  man¬ 
kind. 
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kind.  Yes,  my  father !  in  that  world,  where  all 
vain  diftindtions  will  be  confounded,  where  the 
wicked  can  no  longer  purfue  us,  we  fhall  meet 
again  ;  there  will  your  virtues  and  my  misfortunes 
caufe  me  to  find  favour  in  the  fight  of  God  ;  there 
fhall  we  be  again  united,  and  live  eternally  to¬ 
gether.  O  my  father  !  fhall  I  fpeak  of  my  ene¬ 
mies  ?  Ah,  no  !  the  minifter  of  a  God  of  peace 
ought  not  to  feel  that  he  has  an  enemy.  Our  holy 
religion  teaches  us  to  forgive,  and  Heaven  is  my 
witnefs,  that  at  Conanama  my  lips  have  never  pro¬ 
nounced  the  names  of  my  perfecutors,  but  to  draw 
down  upon  them  the  Divine  mercy.  Ah  !  if  they 
be  but  fo  fortunate  that  repentance  may  enter  their 
hearts,  and  fhould  I  not  be  prefent  to  adminiftcr 
confolation  to  them,  and  to  fay  to  them,  “  I  have 
cc  long  fince  forgiven  you,”  let  fome  generous  hand 
fhow  them  this  letter,  and  thus  alleviate  their 
torments  !  Ah  !  be  their  pardon  pronounced  alio  by 
you  !  The  guilty  have  more  need  of  pity  than  thofe 
who  become  their  vi6tims ;  and  the  feelings  of 
him  who  is  tortured  by  remorfe,  are  fo  horrible, 
that  even  his  enemy  would  willingly  confole  him. 

My  father,  you  are  impatient  to  know  the  fpot 
that  contains  your  fon.  ’Tis  in  the  abode  of  death 

t  and 
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and  of  virtue  that  he  offers  up  to  his  God  a  life  of 
lorrow  and  of  penitence,  x 

You  well  know,  my  father,  that,  being  always 
entirely  devoted  to  my  duty,  I  was  furrounded  by 
my  faithful  flock  at  the  time  when  a  tyrannical 
order  arrived  to  tear  me  from  the  functions  of  rny 
holy  office.  A  man  who  was  clothed  in  extraor¬ 
dinary  power,  declared  himfelf  my  enemy,  though 
he  did  hot  even  know  me.  The  government  wrote 
to  their  agents  narrowly  to  watch  the  priefts  ;  and 
the  Commifiary  M  *  *  *  imagined  he  was  ferving 
his  country  by  devoting  them  to  death.  I  was 
marked  out  among  others  as  his  viftim  ;  and  while 
my  foie  occupation  was  to  pour  the  words  of  con- 

folation  into  the  bofom  of  the  families  around  me. 

/ 

and  preach  to  them  to  forget  the  errors  of  mail' 
kind,  and  forgive  their  injuries,  I  was  treated  as  a 
partifan  of  fadion,  an  enemy  to  my  country,  and 
was  even  accufed  of  endeavouring  to  excite  a  civil 
war.  Yet  it  was  through  my  exertions  that  peace 
iTill  prevailed  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  were  not  divided  into  parties,  and  that 
the  moral  virtues  of  the  gofpel  fprang  up  in  every 
heart.  The  Commiffary,  however,  accufed  me, 
and  I  was  arrefted.  And  as  my  worthy  parifhioners 

endeavoured  to  defend  me,  in  fpite  of  my  ef¬ 
forts 
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forts  to  diffuade  them,  I  wasreprefented  as  ftill  more 
criminal ;  and  on  this  account,  a  few  days  after, 
an  order  came  for  my  deportation. — O  my  father  ! 
dragged  from  dungeon  to  dungeon,  loaded  with 
irons,  and  overwhelmed  with  mifery  and  anxieties, 
my  fortitude  at  length,  defected  me,  and  flowed  me 
my  own  weaknefs.  Each  night,  as  loon  as  the  door 
of  my  dark  and  difmal  prifon  was  barred  and  bolted, 
when  I  was  thus  concealed  from  the  view  of  my 
jailors,  your  fon  burft  into  tears,  and  the  minifter 
of  the  altar  of  God  forgot  the  fufterings  of  Jefus 
Chriit  to  weep  over  his  own.  Alas  !  how  weak  is 
man,  when  God  for  a  tingle  moment  leaves  him  to 
his  own  lirength  ! 

Providence,  however,  at  length  always  holds  out 
a  fupporting  hand  to  encourage  and  ftrengthen  the 
repentant  tinner.  I  arrived  at  Rochefort,  and  even 
there,  in  the  abode  of  crimes  and  wickednefs,  I,  as 
it  were,  met  with  my  guardian  angels.  O  great 
God  !  and  could  I  ftill  repine  ?  Ah,  may  my  mouth 
never  again  be  opened  to  murmur  at  thy  ways  !  O 
my  Creator  !  may  thy  goodnefs  illuminate  my  foul; 
may  it  be  the  guide  of  my  heart ;  and  may  1  at  length 
be  worthy  to  inhabit  the  obfeurity  of  the  tomb, 
together  with  the  ele£t,  and  with  my  virtuous  com¬ 
panions  of  misfortune,  O  my  father !  I  have  no 

T  %  nglit 
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right  to  fpeak  any  longer  of  myfelf.  Thefe  vene~ 
rable  old  men,  vvhofe  fate  I  am  proud  to  participate, 
have  taught  me  how  to  fuffer;  it  was  at  Roche¬ 
fort  that  I  found  them.  The  dungeon  where  1  was 
entombed,  already  contained  eight  other  Minifters 
of  the  Chinch,  in  whom  all  the  virtues  were  exem¬ 
plified.  Twas  night  when  I  entered  that  funereal 
abode,  where  a  Angle  lamp  trembled  forth  its  glim¬ 
mering  fepulchral  light.  Ah,  dreadful  fight !  Vene- 

jable  old  men  lying  upon  the  hones,  with  a  little 
firaw  beneatn  their  heads,  and  yet  all  enjoying  a 
lVvcet  interval  of  deep  !  Ah,  how  eafily  does  inno¬ 
cence  repofe !  Soon  my  eyes  involuntarily  fixed 
upon  one  of  thefe  unfortunate  worthies,  whofe  ce- 
leftial  countenance,  ennobled  by  the  filver  locks  of 
aSc>  commanded  my  veneration  !  It  was  Don 
Louis,  of  the  order  of  St.  Bruno.  When  I  beheld 
him,  I  was  affected  with  a  facred  awe  and  relpe61 ;  I 
approached  him,  threw  myfelf  on  my  knees  before 
him,  and  made  a  vow  to  the  Almighty,  that  I  would 
devote  all  my  cares  to  alleviate  his  miferies.  Soon 
however  he  awoke,  and  perceiving  me,  raifed  his 
eyes  towards  heaven,  and  ftretching  forth  his  hand 
to  me,  “  O  my  fon,”  faid  he,  are  you  alfo  3 
child  of  the  Lord  ?  May  thy  faith  be  thy  fup- 
16  *  fiert  under  perfecution,  and  may  God  ever  be  thy 

u  comforter  !/* 
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comforter  !”  His  companions  now  alio  awoke, 
and  uniting  with  him,  collected  round  me,  and 
forgot  their  own  misfortunes,  to  think  of  mine 
alone.  I  feemed,  as  it  were,  the  only  victim,  and 
the  only  one  that  needed  their  confolation.  “  Mi- 
“  nifters  of  Jelus  Chrift,”  exclaimed  I,  “  O  my 
“  fathers!  O  models  of  fortitude  and  virtue!  may 
“  God  grant  me  fuch  flrength  as  you  potfefs  !  and 
“  fhould  my  weaknefs  be  punifhed  by  long  aiflic- 
(C  tions,  may  my  faith  not  be  fhaken,  and  may  I, 
cc  by  imitating  you,  deferve  the  crown  of  reward 
“  which  Heaven  has  in  ftore  for  you  !” 

Two  days  after  my  arrival  we  were  removed  from 
our  prifon,  to  be  dragged  on  board  a  fhip,  which 
was  to  tranfport  us  to  Guiana.  Here  I  was  the 
companion  of  a  great  number  of  Ecclefiaftics  from 
all  parts  of  France,  among  whom  were  feverai 
conftitutional  and  married  Prieils,  a  great  number 
of  men  of  lixty  years  of  age,  Journalifts,  Emigrants, 
and  two  Members  of  the  Legiflative  Body,  namely, 
Job^Aime  and  Gibert-Defmolieres.  Such  were  the 
victims  of  tyranny,  who  were  heaped  together  on 
board  the  frigate  La  Decade.  The  aged  and  wor¬ 
thy  prior  of  St.  Claude  was  ill  of  a  hernia,  and  could 
fcarcely  walk.  Another  of  my  brethren  was  lan- 
guilhing  in  a  fever,  and  cannot  live  many  days. 

Girard 
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Girard  dTIavelange  and  the  virtuous  Don  Louis, 
weie  finking  beneath  the  weight  of  years ;  and 
moil  of  the  others  were  either  fick  or  infirm.  In 
vain  did  the  Deputies  Gibert  and  Job-Aime  plead 
ior  tneie  unfortunate  people,  for  their  voices 
were filenced  and  overpowered.  C6  ’Tis  at  Cayenne 
you  rnuft  remonftrate,”  was  the  only  anfwer  they 
could  obtain.  ^  es,  my  father  !  old  men,  heaped* 
as  it  were,  upon  each  other,  lying  extended  on  the 
ground,  tormented  with  vermin,  defiitute  of  linen 
and  clothes*  and  worfe  fed  than  the  vileft  crimi¬ 
nals — fuch  is  the  heart-rending  picture  the  deported 
prefent. 

To  our  floating  dungeon  no  air  was  admitted 
but  through  a  fmall  hole  ;  and  thus  mephitic  efflu¬ 
via  were  continually  propagating  contagion,  and 
a  cadaverous  and  deadly  fmell  fpread  throughout 
this  burning  furnace  of  deftru&ion.  Yet  the 
flighteft  murmur  was  not  heard ;  for  all  the  pri- 
foners  exhibited  that  fortitude  which  innocence 
alone  can  infpire ;  all  had  learned  to  endure  his 
bufferings  in  filence.  The  aftonifhed  crew  con-^ 
templated  their  victims  with  admiration.  Several 
of  the  bailors  fecrefly  wept  over  our  misfortunes, 
and  their  kindnefs  and  humanity  induced  them 

generoufly  to  offer  us  every  alleviation  in  theiy 

* 
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power*  O  worthy  Benoift !  amiable  Roller  ! 
though  we  forget  the  names  of  thofe  who  have 
loaded  us  with  injuries,  we  will  preferve  tor  ever 
the  memory  of  yours  imprelfed  in  the  innermoft 
folds  of  our  hearts.  Yes,  honeft  and  kind-hearted 
failors  1  ye  may  at  lea  ft  enjoy  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
having  laved  the  lives  of  two  worthy  men.  If  one 
of  them,  alas  !  (d’Havelangc,)  has  lince  terminated 
his  career,  you  at  leaft  prolonged  his  exiftence 
by  your  cares. 

Neither  have  we  forgotten  the  generolity  of  fe- 
veral  of  the  officers,  whofe  names  I  would  gladly 
mention,  but  it  would  unneceflarily  expole  them  to 
the  hatred  of  the  wicked  and  vindictive. 

At  length  wre  landed  in  Guiana,  where  the  in¬ 
habitants  would  willingly  have  alleviated  our  mil- 
fortunes,  had  they  not  been  prevented  by  our  le- 
cond  deportation.  The  CommifTary  ot  the  Go¬ 
vernment  executed  with  extreme  rigour  the  or¬ 
ders  he  had  no  doubt  received ;  for  who  would  be 
fo  cruel  or  fo  depraved  as  of  his  own  free  motion 
to  become  the  inftrument  of  torture  to  his  fellow- 
creatures  ? 

The  deported  were  divided  into  various  claffes  ; 
lb  me  being  fent  off  to  Sinamary  and  its  environs, 
while  others  were  placed  in  the  horrid  deferts  of 

Aprouayac 
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Aprouayac  and  Conanama.  Tis  from  this  laft, 
from  this  devouring  tomb  of  man,  that  your  fon 
now  writes :  ’tis  here  that,  fupported  by  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  his  brethren,  he  endeavours,  through 

7  to 

patient  buffering,  to  deferve  that  reward  which 
yotij  my  father,  have  merited  by  your  virtues. 
Conanama  is  .one  of  the  remoteft  diftridts  in  the 
colony,  being  fituated  in  the  midft  of  furrounding 
forefts,  and  covered  with  muddy  morafles,  that 
render  the  air  impure  by  filling  it  with  fetid  ex¬ 
halations.  d  he  plantations  are  confined  to  a  few 
mis-fhapen  huts,  the  abode  of  mifery  and  of  death. 
Such  is  the  favage  country  to  which  we  are  banifhed  ! 

Of  the  eight  unfortunate  priefts  I  found  at 
Rochefort  only  two  are  alive.  Don  Louis  died  five 
days  ago,  and  during  the  five  days  that  have  followed 
his  death  have  the  afhes  of  that  great  and  juft  man 
been  watered  with  all  our  tears.  Within  an  hour  of 
the  time  when  he  breathed  his  laft,  that  worthy  old 
man  crawled,  in  fpite  of  my  difliiafions,  to  the 
middle  of  the  carbet  where  he  lived,  and  there, 
proftrating  himfelf  upon  the  earth  in  the 
midft  of  his  brethren,  or  rather  in  the  midft  of 
Ipectres  and  of  fhades,  and  after  receiving  from 
iny  hands  the  laft  fpiritual  confolations,  he  faid, 

“  My  brethren  in  Chrift  Jefus,  all  the  evils  I  have 

*  €t  endured 
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u  endured  are  nothing  ;  fince  the  Redeemer 
“  himfelf  drank  vinegar  and  gall. — Let  us  die 

D  O 

then,  as  the  Apoftlc  fays,  in  the  hope  of  en- 
“  tering  the  holy  city  of  Heaven  ;  let  us  die  in 
“  the  hope  that  our  tribulations,  which  have  lafied 
<f  but  for  a  moment,  will  foon  lead  us  to  eternal 
iC  glory  ;  let  us  die  in  the  hope  that  Chrift  Jefus 
will  one  day  change  our  vile  and  corruptible 
body,  and  make  it  like  his  glorious  and  heavenly 
body.  Before  we  die  let  us  pray  for  our  perfe- 
“  cutors,  and  may  our  prayers  rife  up  even  to 
6C  God  himfelf  R  Here  Don  Louis  ceafed,  and  I 
recited  by  his  tide  the  prayers  for  the  dying.  But 
foon  his  clay-cold  hand  ftiffened  as  I  held  it,  and  he 
expired  in  my  arms. 

Each  day  new  misfortunes  befel  us.  One  vic¬ 
tim  is  followed  by  another,  and  the  very  man 
who  a  day  or  two  hence,  perhaps  to-morrow,  will 
be  overtaken  by  death,  is  now  digging  with  plea- 
fure  and  fatisfa61ion  the  earth  that  will  foon  open 
to  receive  him.  The  tomb  indeed  is  the  uimoft 
boundary  of  all  our  fublunary  defires  ;  and  he  who 
is  flopping  into  it,  weeps  but  for  thofe  who  fur- 
vive  him.  The  cemetery  where  our  friends  repofe 
is  the  feene  to  which  we  are  continually  directing 
our  fteps..  There  we  frequently  affemblc,  and  love 

to 
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to  choofe  our  lafl  abode,  where  we  hope  at 
length  to  find  repofe.  There  each  marks  out  the 
fpace  he  withes  to  occupy  near  the  grave  of  his 
deceafed  friend,  and,  reclining  upon  his  tomb,  re¬ 
grets  that  he  muft  flill  for  a  while  be  feparated 
from  him.  That  grave  which  he  dug  with  his 
own  hands,  and  which  is  waiting  for  his  mortal 
part,  now  becomes  his  hope,  and  five  or  fix  days 
of  expected  life  feem  too  long  a  delay  to  his  im¬ 
patient  foul. 

Yeficrday  a  Prieft  from  Brabant,  who  had  not 
appeared  at  rnufier  for  feveral  days,  was  found  in  a 
neighbouring  foreft  half  eaten  by  wild  beafls,  He 
had  apparently  been  fiarved  to  death.  His  hands 
were  joined,  and  on  his  lifelefs  lips  lay  the  fign 
of  his  faith.  In  this  fiate  fome  negroes  brought 
him  to  us,  and  we  rendered  the  lafl  offices  to  this 
Chriflian  martyr  this  morning. 

We  are  informed  that  in  all  the  diftricfls  where 
the  deported  are  fiationed,  their  fate  is  no  lefs  hor¬ 
rible  than  ours.  Death  feerns  to  divide  himfelf,  in 
order  to  flrike  them  with  the  more  rapidity :  thole 
who  have  not  fallen,  languifli  in  the  rnofl  dread¬ 
ful  condition  ;  and  it  teems  as  though  this  part  of 
Guiana  were  inhabited  but  by  the  fhades  and 
phantoms  of  the  dead. 

According 
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According  to  an  cxadl  calculation,  it  appear^ 
probable,  that  of  the  hundred  and  ninety-three 
perfons  deported,  ten  will  not  be  alive  five  months 
hence.  Your  fon  perhaps  will  ere  then  have  fallen. 
Yet  to  him  the  apprehenfion  of  his  fate  is  far  from 
being  a  fubjeCt  of  affliction.  lie  paufes  upon  it 
without  fear ;  and  the  hope  that  his  foul,  thus 
purged  by  fuffering,  will  be  worthy  to  appear 
before  the  tribunal  of  God,  fupportsand  firengthens 
him  amid  all  his  trials. 

Adieu,  my  dear  father  :  may  the  Lord  proteCl 
thy  old  age,  and  may  his  bleffing  fall  upon  my 
lifter,  and  her  poor  children  ! 

I  conclude  by  aflung  your  bleffing  upon  mylelf, 
and  the  benefit  and  affiftance  of  your  prayers* 

Your  dutiful  and  affectionate  fon 

Da  *  *  * 


f  This  letter  readied  the  family  of  the  writer,  but  his  father, 
alas !  was  dead.  Grief  had  brought  down  his  gray  hairs  to  the 
grave.  Fr.  Ed . 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER 

FROM 

*  \  p  ¥  « 

B  A  R  B  E-M  A  R  B  O I  S  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Sinamary,  29th  Ventofe,  in 
the  Year  vu. 

IhAD  feen  almoft  all  my  companions  in  misfor¬ 
tune  perifh  at  Sinamary ,  and  was  myfelf  fcarcely 
able  to  furvive  the  dreadful  contagion  of  the  place. 
At  length,  however,  I  began  to  recover  my  health, 
though  I  Hill  continued  in  a  very  weak  ftate,  arif- 
ing  from  an  illnefs  of  five  months  duration;  when 
fuddenly,  in  confequence  of  an  unfounded  and 
ridiculous  report,  that  the  Englifh  were  coming  to 
Sinamary,  ]  was  removed,  notwithftanding  my 
licknefs,  to  Cayenne,  under  a  military  force,  being 
clofely  guarded  by  a  corporal  and  four  foldiers. 
Thus  I  dragged  myfelf  along  with  great  pain  and 
difficulty  acrofs  the  lands,  fometimes  wet  through 
with  heavy  rains,  fometimes  finking  beneath  a 
fcorching  fun.  I  expected  indeed  to  have  died, 
had  not  the  care  I  experienced  in  the  hofpital  fome- 
what  recovered  my  health.  Hopes  were  given  to 
Laftbnd- Ladebat  and  myfelf,  nay,  we  were  even 

allured. 
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&ffured,  on  the  part  of  the  Agent,  that  v.e 
might  fettle  in  the  ifland  three  leagues  from 
Cayenne;  and  I  was  extremely  defirous  of  doing 
fo,  fince  the  air  is  lefs  unwholefome  there  than 
here.  When  every  thing  was  ready,  b  t  n  the 
plantation  and  our  provifions,  I  wrote  to  the 
Agent,  requeuing  permiffion  to  fettle  three  leagues 
from  Cayenne,  in  a  wholcfome  fpot,  where  wc 
Should  not  be  expofed  to  the  danger  of  being  car¬ 
ried  away  by  an  armed  force,  on  account  of  tears 
that  were  wholly  chimerical.  Upon  this  the  Agent 
ordered  notice  to  be  given  us,  to  be  ready  in  an 
hour  to  return  to  Sinamary,  and  in  lefs  than  that 
Space  we  were  put  on  board  an  open  canoe,  v.  here  the 
furge  came  frequently  over  me.  dhis  canoe,  m 
which  there  was  no  feat,  was  a  quarter  lull  of  water. 

3 1 n s  I  palled  the  night  in  a  cold  bntn,  cxpoied 
to  the  wind,  and  in  a  cruel  Hate  of  fufFering. 
Hence  I  bad  a  relapfe  of  my  fever,  and  fince 
the  i6th,  when  I  arrived,  I  have  had  teven  violent 
attacks. 


This  treatment  cannot  be  juftified  on  any 
cround  whatever.  But  I  omit  fucli  particulars  as 
would  give  you  the  greatefl  pain.  To  me  they 
mufc  produce  fatal  confequenccs ;  for,  notwith¬ 


standing  my  energy 


and  fortitude,  they  will  cer¬ 
tainly 
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tainly  ftor.cn  my  life.  Judge  by  „,la,  ,  wrile  of 
ml  on  »h,ch  I  am  iilent ,  and,  if  I  cannot  ob- 
am  J'  l'CC’  11  1  03111,01  ^  brought  to  trial  let 

-  a,  leafl  be  „,Wcd  to  inhabita  .efs  hoftile’Ji. 

matt.  Other  wife  the  next  year  will  be  the  laft 
lfe  '  l0r  the  fummei's  here  are  extremely 


(Signed)  Barbe-Marbois, 
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ARRIVAL  OF  THE  DEPORTED  PERSONS 

IN  LONDON. 


M.  de  to  RL  Lewis  Z  el  maun,  a  RTc  reliant  al 

Hamburgh. 

London,  October  27,  1798. 

Of  the  eight  deported  perfbns  who  effected  their 
efcape  from  Guiana,  only  four  have  arrived  in  Lon¬ 
don,  namely,  on  the  25th  September  lafL  I  have 

1 

had  occafion  to  fee  Meffrs.  Pichcgru  and  De  la 
Rue  five  or  fix  times,  and  I  hope  to  cultivate  their 
acquaintance  ftill  further.  With  them  is  M.  Dof- 
fonville,  who  feems  to  be  extremely  attached  to 
them.  As  to  Adjutant- general  Ramel,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  did  not  permit  him  to  remain  long  in  Eng¬ 
land.  His  misfortunes  have  not  yet  obliterated  the 
remembrance  of  the  fhare  he  took  in  the  denuncia¬ 
tions  of  Malo,  at  the  time  of  the  trial  of  La  Yilheur- 
nois.  Hence,  two  days  after  his  arrival,  he  received 
an  order  to  take'  his  departure  for  the  continent. 
Being,  however,  totally  defiitute,  Mr.  Wickham 
generoufly  fupplied  him  with  nccetfarics,  in  compac¬ 
tion  to  his  extraordinary  lufferings. 

Now  that  I  am  acquainted  with  General  Pichc- 

g™, 


r g™=  1  am  310  longer  furprifed  at  his  great  military 
rcpmation  ;  and  yon  know  that  I  arn  not  accuttomed 
to  iorm  rath  and  precipitate  judgments.  ’Tis  there¬ 
fore  after  having  long  tludied  his  character,  that  I 
rentuie  to  pronounce  my  opinion;  Pichegru  then 
is  indifputably  one  of  the  greateft  Generals  in  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  but  I  do  not  imagine  him  to  potlets  equal 
taients  as  a  Statefman.  He  is  rather  to  be  conti- 
clcred  as  one  oi  thole  brave  men,  whole  proper 
place  is  at  the  head  of  an  army.  His  very  walk  is 
that  of  a  conqueror,  his  manner  and  appearance 
thole  of  a  hero,  and  his  countenance  that  of  an 
h'onett  man.  Fie  never  {peaks  but  of  his  country, 
and  it  is  eafy  to  perceive  that  his  opinion  is  entirely 
the  child  of  patriotifm.  In  general,  however,  he 
ta iks  but  little,  and  leaves  to  his  friend  and  col¬ 
league  De  la  Rue  the  bufinefs  of  keeping  up  the 
converfation.  De  la  Rue  teems  to  potTefs  a  ftrong 
mind  ;  his  manners  are  noble,  his  language  fluent, 
and  he  appears  wholly  engroffed  with  the  interetls 
oi  France — I  believe  bis  morals  to  be  as  ttrict  as 
3ns  talents  arc  brilliant.  General  Pichegru  fpeaks 
oi  him  as  of  a  molt  courageous  man.  They  are 
very  clofe  friends. 

On  their  arrival  in  London,  the  deported  penons 
had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  the  worthy 

Tilly, 
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Tilly,  the  American  Captain,  who  had  been  their 
deliverer,  and  whom  the  Commiffaiy  Jeannet  had 
tent  from  Cayenne  for  France  to  be  tried  there. 
But  the  veflel  that  was  bringing  him  over  being 
taken  by  the  Englifh,  this  excellent  man  had  the 
good  fortune  to  elcape  the  vengeance  of  the  French 
Government.  The  deported  were  unable  to  offer 
him  any  other  recompence  than  the  tears  of  o-rati- 
tude  ;  but  he  was  treated  by  the  Minidry  with  the 
greateft  diflindiion,  and  every  requifite  meafure  has 
been  taken  to  enable  him  to  return  to  his  own 
country  without  incurring  further  danger. 

Pichegru  being  indifpoled  at  the  time  of  his  arri¬ 
val  in  England,  the  phylicians  preferibed  the  coun¬ 
try  air.  De  la  Rue,  however,  who  continued  in 
London  for  their  common  interefts,  went  every 
other  day  to  vilit  his  friend.  The  General  has  re¬ 
ceived,  and  ft  ill  continues  to  receive,  daily  vifits 
from  the  ntoft  diftinguifhed  Members  of  Parliament, 
and  other  perfons  of  eminence. 

The  deported  efcaped  from  the  place  of  their  ba- 
mfhment  in  a  tnoft  miraculous  manner.  During 
the  interval  therefore  that  will  precede  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  their  own  Memoirs,  I  fend  you  the  follow¬ 
ing  Extradt  of  a  Letter,  which  contains  an  account 
of  their  efcape.  It  is  a  fimple  narration  communi¬ 
cated 
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catcd  by  M.  De  la  Rue,  which  he  permitted  me  to 
copy,  and  which  I  am  eager  to  tranfmit  you. 

“  After  a  rnoft  painful  voyage  of  fifty-two  days* 
the  deported  arrived,  almofl  all  in  a  fiaieof  fick- 
66  nefs,  at  Cayenne  the  capital  of  Guiana,  and  fitu* 
“  ated  in  an  ifland  of  the  fame  name  Here  they 
“  were  imprifoned  during  a  fortnight  at  the  hofpi- 
tal,  from  which  they  were  removed  to  a  fpot  at 
twenty-five  leagues  difiance  on  the  continent,  in 
“  the  moft  miferable  part  of  the  colony,  where 
6C  they  were  placed  under  a  guard  of  negro  foldiers, 
whofe  rage  endeavours  were  made  inceffantly 
u  to  provoke  againft  their  prifoncrs,  by  aflerting 
se  that  it  was  their  intention  again  to  reduce  the 
“  blacks  to  flavery. 

<c  Condemned  to  live  upon  failors’  allowance* 
44  lodged  in  rooms  built  for  negro  prifons,  each 
“  moment  threatened  with  the  poniard,  or  with 
“  poilbn,  forced  to  alfiociate  with  the  ferocious 
u  Billaud-Varennes,  loaded  with  humiliations* 
deprived  of  all  communication  with  the  inhabit¬ 
ed  ants  of  the  colony,  furrounded  with  all  the  accu- 
“  mulated  caufes  of  approaching  deftru&ion*  a 

*  u  The  Agent  of  the  Directory  in  this  colony  is  one  Jeannet, 
4t  who  performed  his  revolutionary  career  under  Danton,  his 
44  uncle*’ * 

u  party 
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party  of  them  formed  a  plan  to  refeue  them- 
“  felves  from  this  flate  of  degradation  and  mifery, 
(c  and  from  the  fate  that  had  already  fallen  on  the 
“  venerable  Murinais,  and  which  ftill  hung  over 
the  heads  of  all  his  furvivors.  And  though  the 
u  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter  were  innume- 
€C  rable,  and  tlie  dangers  terrific  ;  yet  their  courage 
cc  overcame  the  one,  and  braved  the  other.  A  mere 
“  Indian  canoe  was  the  only  veffel  wherein  they 
“  performed  a  voyage  of  a  hundred  leagues  on  a 
“  ftormy  fea,  in  a  track  with  which  they  were  to- 
(C  tally  unacquainted,  and  without  a  eompafs.  In 
this  fragile  bark,  after  having  languiffied  fix 
tc  months  and  a  half  in  an  almoft  fava^re  ft  ate, 

O  7 
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eight  of  them  committed  themfelves  to  the 
“  waves  :  namely  Meffrs.  Barthelemy  and  his  fer- 
“  vant,  General  Pichegru,  Aubry,  De  la  Rue, 
“  Willot,  Doffionville,  and  Ramel.  They  departed 
“  in  the  night  of  tiie  3d  of  June,  and  on  the  3th 
€e  met  with  a  heavy  fea  which  drove  them  on 
C(  the  coaft,  wrecked  their  canoe,  and  deprived 
cc  them  of  the  little  bifeuit  that  remained 

“  Forefls,  which  had  hitherto  known  no  inha- 

*  u  This  explains  a  paflage  in  Ramel’s  Narrative,  that  has 
u  given  cauf'e  for  much  furprife  :  no  one  believing  it  poffible  to. 
u  exift  fix’days  entirely  without  eating,”  Ft.  Ed, 
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te  bitants  bat  tigers  and  other  wild  beads,  now 
■'c  became  their  afylum.  Tormented  with  the  fear 
“  of  being  ftill  upon  French  territory,  and  covered 
“  by  innumerable  infers  of  various  fpecies,  link- 
ing  with  hunger  and  third,  expofed  to  the  fero-* 
“  cby  of  the  Maroon  negroes  who  in  fed  this  part 
cc  ot  Guiana,  they  continued  in  this  dreadful  dtua- 
tion  till  two  days  after,  when  they  were  liberated 
“  by  two  Dutch  foldiers,  whom  chance  directed  that 
“  way.  Midaken  at  fird  by  thefe  men  for  enemies, 
they  had  nearly  become  the  obje6ts  of  their  fire, 
“  till,  by  the  lignals  of  friendfhip  they  held  out, 
“  they  didipated  their  fufpicions,  and  were  in- 

“  formed  they  were  only  three  leagues  from  a 
c(  Dutch  pod  called  Orange. 

“  On  their  arrival  there  they  obtained,  without 
“  difficulty,  of  the  Commandant,  all  the  needful 
(t  accommodations  for  their  journey  to  Surinam, 
“  where  they  were  received  in  the  kinded  and  mod: 
£l  honourable  manner.  But,  through  fear  of  ex- 

f:(  pofing  the  colony,  and  particularly  its  worthy 
“  Governor,  to  the  vengeance  of  the  French  Direc- 
es  tory,  whofe  fatal  influence  on  Holland  is  too 
<c  well  known,  they  determined  to  leave  it  a  few 
*e  days  afterwards,  except  Monf.  Barthelemy,  whofe 
ix  bad  date  of  health  would  not  have  permitted 

“  him 
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t(  him  to  fupport  the  fatigues  and  encounter  the 
“  dangers  tliat  flill  awaited  them  :  for  they  endea- 
“  voured  in  vain  to  procure  a  patfage  on  board 
fomc  merchant- flup,  all  of  them  being  enfured 
“  under  an  exprefs  condition  not  to  take  any  paf- 
“  lengers  whatever. 

‘c  Thus  they  were  obliged  to  embark  on  board  a 
“  mere  fhallop,  in  feas  that  were  continually  in- 
“  felted  by  the  pirates  of  Ilugucs,  Vice-dire6tor  of 
Guadaloupe.  Scarcely  had  they  got  out  to  fea 
“  before  they  were  attacked  by  a  privateer,  which, 
“  however,  fortunately  proved  to  beEnglifh.  The 
u  next  day  a  iecond  privateer  came  up  with  them, 
under  French  colours,  a  black  crew,  and  the 
■e  captain  fpeaking  French,  all  character'll!  ic  marks 
“  of  her  being  one  of  Hugues’s  cruifers.  For  more 
“  than  an  hour  the  deported  thought  themfelves 
on  the  point  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  that 
pirate ;  and  therefore,  in  the  conviction  that 
death  would  be  their  lot,  they  all  retblved  to  rifk 
the  immediate  facrifice  of  their  lives,  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  take  the  privateer.  Nor  did  they,  till 
the  captain  came  on  board  their  veflel,  difeover 
et  that  he  was  Englith.  This  captain,  like  the 
<c  former,  treated  them  with  great  humanity.  A 
^  third  veflel,  however,  foon  gave  them  chafe; 

“  and 
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and  to  avoid  her  they  ran  into  the  mouth  of  a 
river,  which  they  found  to  be  that  of  Berbice. 

4  The  governor  of  this  territory,  and  Colonel 
lie  Hop,  Commandant  of  the  troops,  lavifhed  on 
them  all  the  attentions  that  a  lpirit  of  generofity 
could  fuggefl  to  men  of  honour  and  fenfibility. 
The  latter  conveyed  them  himfelf  to  Demarary, 
on  board  a  fhip  very  completely  armed. 

“  The  highly  flattering  reception,  however, 

«■ 

which  they  experienced  from  the  Governor  and 
inhabitants  of  Demarary,  was  foon  clouded  by  a 
new  and  painful  feparation.  Meflfs.  Willot  and 
Aubry  were  attacked  with  a  very  dangerous 
fever,  and  were  totally  unable  to  undertake  the 
voyage.  The  reft  were  put  on  board  a  very  fine 
merchant-fhip,  called  the  Grenade,  commanded 
by  the  very  worthy  Capt.  Paichard,  But  con- 
rary  winds  not  permitting  the  fleet  to  which  the 
Grenade  belonged  to  put  into  Martinique,  the 
exiles  were  carried  to  St.  Euftatius,  where  they 
were  treated  with  all  the  affability  and  attention 
that  could  be  expedted  from  the  very  refpedtable 
Governor  and  the  worthy  inhabitants  of  that 
iftand.  Soon  afterwards,  Admiral  Hervey,  on 
the  information  of  Colonel  Heflop,  gave  orders 

for  their  fafe  and  commodious  conveyance  ;  and 

“  they 


■ 


, 

. 
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s:  tliey  failed  on  board  the  Amiable,  commanded 
4C  by  Capt.  Lobb,  whofc  kindnefs  and  attention  give 
“  him  a  claim  to  their  eternal  gratitude  and  efteem. 
44  They  arrived  in  London  on  the  25th  Sept,  la  1  v ; 
(C  whence  they  are  extremely  impatient  to  depart, 
cc  that  they  may  have  it  in  their  power  to  leize 
every  opportunity  again  to  be  ufeful  to  their 
“  native  country.” 

To  this  narrative,  which  cannot  but  be  extremely 
interefting  to  you,  I  will  add  an  account  of  the 
efcape  of  Sir  Sydney  Smith  and  the  long  captivity 
lie  endured.  They  are  not  written,  it  is  true,  by 
Sir  Sydney  himfelf ;  but  he  relates  his  adventures 
with  fo  much  elegance  and  fpirit,  that  they  have 
made  a  very  ftrong  impreflion  on  my  mind.  In¬ 
deed,  when  I  fhowed  him  the  following  narrative, 
of  which  I  lend  you  a  copy,  he  exprefled  great 
furprife  at  the  fidelity  of  my  memory. 

Account  of  Sir  Sydney  SnntK  s  lmprlfonmmt  and 

Efcape. 

When  I  was  taken  at  tea,”  fa  id  the  gallant 
Commodore,  “  I  was  accompanied  by  my  lecretary 

*•'  and  M.  de  Tr - ,  a  French  gentleman,  who 

u  had  emigrated  from  his  country,  and  who,  it  had 

2  cc  been 


/ 
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been  agieed,  was  to  pafs  for  my  fervalit,  in  the 

«  hope  of  having  his  life  by  that  difguife.  Nor 

“  were  our  expectations  fruftrated;  for  John  (as 

“  1  calIed  him)  was  lucky  enough  to  efcape  all 
‘£  fufpicion. 

“  On  ray  arrival  in  France,  I  was  treated  at  fir  ft 
with  unexampled  rigour,  and  was  fold  tbatlought 
“  to  be  tried  under  a  military  commiffion  and  fhot 
as  a  Ip}*  Tim  government,  however,  gave 
“  orders  for  ray  removal  to  Paris,  where  I  was  fent 
“  (o  (hc  Abbaye,  and,  together  with  ray  two  com- 
‘c  panions  in  misfortune,  was  kept  a  clofe  pri- 
“  foner. 

Meanwhile,  the  means  of  etcape  were  the 
“  conftant  object  on  which  we  employed  our 
“  minds.  The  window  of  our  prifon  was  toward 
“  the  ftreet ;  and  from  this  circumftance  we  de- 
“  rived  a  hope  fooner  or  later  to  effect  our  objedt. 

“  We  already  contrived  to  carry  on  a  tacit  and 
“  regular  correfpondence,  by  means  of  figns,  with 
“  tome  women,  who  could  fee  us  from  their  apart- 
“  ments,  and  who  feemed  to  take  the  moll  lively 
“  intereft  in  our  fate.  They  propofed  themfelves 
“  to  afiift  in  facilitating  my  liberation ;  an  offer 
“  which  I  accepted  with  great  pleafure :  and  it  is 
“  my  duty  to  confefs,  that  notwithftanding  the 

<c  enormous 
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enormous  cxpenfes  occafioned  by  their  fruitless 
**  attempts,  they  have  not  let's  claim  to  my  grati¬ 
tude.  Till  the  time  of  my  departure,  in  which, 
cC  however,  they  had  no  Hi  a  re,  their  whole  employ- 
(s  ment  was  endeavouring  to  fave  me  ;  and  they 
“  had  (lie  addrefs  at  all  times  to  deceive  the  vim- 

1 5 

“  lance  of  my  keepers.  On  both  fides  we  ufed 
borrowed  names,  under  wh.ch  we  correfpondcd, 
theirs  being  taken  from  the  ancient  mythology  ; 
to  that  I  had  now  a  direct  communication  with 
Thalia,  Melpomene,  and  Clio. 

“  At  length  I  was  removed  to  the  Temple, 
“  wtiere  my  three  Mules  loon  contrived  means  of 
*  intelligence,  and  every  day  offered  me  new 
Schemes  for  effecting  my  cfcape.  At  fir  ft  I  ea- 
“  gerly  accepted  them  all,  though  reflection  foon 
Ci  deftroyed  the  hopes  to  which  the  love  of  liberty 
££  had  given  birth.  1  was  alfo  refolved  not  to 
“  leave  my  fecretary  in  prifon,  and  ftill  lcfs  poor 
John,  whofe  fafety  was  more  dear  to  me  than 
my  own  emancipation. 

<£  In  the  Temple,  John  was  allowed  to  enjoy  a 
<c  confiderable  degree  of  liberty.  He  was  lightly 
dreft  like  an  Englifh  jockey,  and  knew  how  to 
££  affume  the  manners  that  correfponded  with  that 
character.  Every  one  was  fond  of  John,  who 

y  <£  urank 
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fif  drank  and  traternifed  with  the  turnkeys,  and 
<e  made  love  to  the  keeper’s  daughter,  who  was 
perfuaded  he  would  marry  her  ;  -and  as  the  little 
cc  Englifh  jockey  was  not  fuppofed  to  have  received 
a  very  brilliant  education,  he  had  learnt,  by 
<c  means  of  fludy,  fufficiently  to  mutilate  his  native 
“  tongue.  "  John  appeared  very  attentive  and 
eager  in  my  fervice,  -  and  always  fpoke  to  his 
c<r  mailer  in  a  very  refpectful  manner.  I  fcolded 
a  hirn  from  time  to  time  with  much  gravity ;  and 
he  played  his  part  fo  well,  that  i  frequently  fur- 
cc  prifed  myfelf  forgetting  the  friend,  and  ferioufly 
€C  giving  orders  to  the  valet.  At  length  John’s 
“  wife,  Madame  de  Tr  #  *  a  very  interefting 
“  lady,  arrived  at  Paris,  and  made  the  mo  ft  un- 
“  common  exertions  to  liberate  us  from  our  cap- 
((  iivity.  She  dared  not  come,  however,  to  the 
Temple  through  fear  of  difeovery ;  but  from  a 
neighbouring  houfe  fhe  daily  beheld  her  hufband, 
“  who,  as  lie  walked  to  and  fro,  enjoyed  alike  in 
“  fecret  the  plea  fare  ot  contemplating  the  friend  oi 
“  his  hofom.  Madame  de  Tr  *  *  *  now  coratmi- 
e‘  nicated  a  plan  for  delivering  us  from  prifon  to  a 
“  fenfible  and  courageous  young  man  of  her  ac- 
*£  quaintanee,  who  immediately  acceded  to  it 
“  without  lielitation.  This  Frenchman,  who  was 

(S  imccrcly 


xincerdy  attached  to  his  country,  laid  to  Madame 

* 

de  Tr###,  4  I  will  fervc  Sydney  Smith  with 
pleafure,  becaufe  i  believe  the  Englifh  govern¬ 
ment  intend  to  re  ft  ore  Louis  XVIII.  to  the 
throne ;  but  if  the  Commodore  is  to  fight 
a  gain  ft  France,  and  not  for  the  King  of  France, 
Heaven  forbid  I  fhould  alii  ft  him!’ 

“  Ch.  L  Oifeau  (for  that  was  the  name  our 
young  friend  affirmed)  was  connected  with  the 
agents  of  the  King,  then  confined  in  the  Tem¬ 
ple,  and  for  whom  he  was  alfo  contriving  the 
means  of  efeape.  It  was  intended  we  fhould  all 
get  off  together.  M.  La  Vilheurnois  being  con¬ 
demned  only  to  a  year’s  imprifonment,  was 
refolved  not  to  quit  his  prefent  lituation;  but 
Brothier  and  Duverne  de  Prelle  were  to  follow 
our  example.  Had  our  fcheme  fucceeded,  this 
Duverne  would  nor,  perhaps,  have  cealed  to 
be  an  honeft  man ;  for  till  then  he  had  con¬ 
ducted  himfelf  as  fuel).  His  condition  mu  ft  now 
be  truly  deplorable  ;  for  I  do  not  think  him 
formed  by  nature  for  the  commilfion  of  crimes. 

“  Every  thing  was  now  prepared  for  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  our  projedl.  The  means  propofed  by 
Ch.  L’Oifeau  appeared  practicable,  and  we  re¬ 
folved  to  adopt  them.  A  hole  twelve  feet  long 
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\\  to  oc  made  in  n  cellar  adjoining  to  the 

J  O 

pnlon,  and  the  apartments  to  which  the  cellar 
“  belonged  were  at  our  difpofal.  Mademoifelle 
"  D  *  *  *,  rejecting  every  prudential  confideration, 
,c  gcneroutly  came  to  refidc  there  for  a  week,  and 
being  young,  the  other  lodgers  attributed  to  her 
“  alone  the  frequent  vifits  of  Ch.  L'Oifeau.  Thus 

every  thing  teemed  to  favour  our  withes.  No 

\ 

one  in  the  houfe  in  queftion  had  any  fufpicions  ; 
“  and  the  amiable  little  child  Madlle.  D  *  *  *  had 
with  her,  and  who  was  only  leven  years  old, 
was  fo  far  from  betraying  our  fecret,  that  die 
“  always  beat  a  little  drum,  and  made  a  noife, 
“  while  the  work  was  going  on  in  the  cellar. 

“  Meanwhile  L’Oifeau  had  continued  his  labours 
4‘  a  confiderable  time  without  any  appearance  of 
“  day-light,  and  he  was  apprehenfive  he  had  at- 
“  tempted  the  opening  confiderably  too  low.  It 
“  was  neceflary,  therefore,  that  the  wall  fhould  be 
“  founded  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  a  mafon  was  re- 
“  quired.  Madame  de  Tr  *  *  *  recommended 
<c  one,  and  Ch.  L’Oifeau  undertook  to  bring  him, 
Ci  and  to  detain  him  in  the  cellar  till  we  had 
c;  efcaped,  which  was  to  take  place  that  very  day. 
“  The  worthy  mafon  perceived  the  object  was  to 
<£  five  feme  of  the  victims  of  misfortune,  and 

came 
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tf  came  without  hefitation.  He  only  faid,  ‘  If  1 
am  arrejled \  take  care  of  my  poor  children 
“  But  what  a  misfortune  now  frufi  rated  all  our 
6C  hoy;es  !  Though  the  wall  was  founded  with  the 
£c  great  eft  precaution,  the  la  ft  ft  one  fell  out,  and 
cc  rolled  into  the  garden  of  the  Temple.  The 
cc  centinel  perceived  it;  the  alarm  was  given  ;  the 
guard  arrived;  and  all  was  difoovered.  For- 
£t  tunately,  however,  our  friends  had  time  to  make 
(C  their  efcape,  and  none  of  them  were  taken. 

They  had,  indeed,  taken  their  meafures  with 
u  the  greateft  care ;  and  when  the  Commiffaries 
“  of  the  Bureau  Central  came  to  examine  the  cellar 
“  and  apartment,  they  found  only  a  lew  pieces  of 
(C  furniture,  trunks  tilled  with  logs  of  wood  and 
£C  hay,  and  the  hats  with  tri-coloured  cockades 
“  provided  for  our  flight,  as  thole  we  wore  were 
££  •  black. 

Cm  This  fir  ft  attempt,  though  extremely  well 

% 

“  conducted,  having  failed,  I  wrote,”  continued -Sir 

9 

Sydney,  “to  Mad.  de  Tr***,  both  to  confole 
“  her  and  our  young  friend,  who  was  miferable 
(C  ut  having  foundered  juft  as  lie  was  going  into 

“  port.  We  were  fo  far,  however,  from  fu tiering 
cc  ourlelves  to  be  difeoura  .:ed,  that  we  ftill  con- 
tinned  to  form  new  fchemes  for  our  deliverance. 

C( 
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“  The  keeper  perceived  it,  and  I  was  frequently  fo 
“  open  as  to  acknowledge  the  -fadb  ‘  Commodore 
<s  laid  he,  ‘  your  friends  are  dejirous  of  liberating 


<!  you ,  and  they  only  dif charge  their  duty,  1  alfo  am 
“  doing  mine  in  watching  you  Jlill  more  narrowly. 5 
“  Though  this  keeper  was  a  man  of  unparalleled 
“  feverity,  yet  he  never  departed  from  the  rules  of 
“  civility  and  politenefs.  He  treated  all  the  pri- 
“  Toners  with  kindnefs,  and  even  piqued  himfelf 
“  on  his  generofitv.  Various  propofals  were  made 
u  to  him,  but  he  rejected  them  all,  watched  us 
et  the  more  clofely,  and  preferved  the  profoundelt 
“  tilence.  One  day  when  I  dined  with  him,  he 
“  perceived  that  I  fixed  my  attention  on  a  window 
“  then  partly  open,  and  which  looked  upon  the 


“  ftreet.  I  law  his  uneaiinefs,  and  it  amufed  me  ; 

f 

“  however,  to  put  an  end  to  it,  I  faid  to  him, 
te  laughing,  6  /  know  what  you  are  thinking  of; 
u  hut  fear  not .  It  is  nozv  three  d  clock.  I  will  make 
a  truce  with  you  till  midnight  ;  and  I  give  you  my 

Ci  word  of  .honour,  that  till  that  time ,  even  were  the 

% 

cc  doors  open,  I  would  not  efcape.  When  that  hour  is 
(C  gaffed^  my  prornife  is  at  an  end ,  and  we  are  enemies 
again." — -c  Sir"  replied  he,  c  your  word  is  a  fafer 
<c  bond  than  my  bars  and  bolts :  till  midnight ,  there - 
fore ,  I  am  perfectly  eajy  I 

“  When 

i 
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When  we  rofe  from  table,  the  keeper  took  me 
afide,  and  fpeaking  with  warmth,  faid,  c  Com- 
a  nmdorey  the  Boulevard  is  ?iot  far .  If  you  are  in- 
cl'mcd  to  take  the  air  there ,  I  will  conduct  you fi 
cc  My  aftonifhment  was  extreme ;  nor  could  1 
conceive  how  this  man,  who  appeared  fo  fevere, 
and  fo  uneafy,  lhould  thus  fuddenly  perfuade 
€t  himfelf  to  make  me  inch  a  propofal.  I  accepted 
“  it,  however,  and  in  the  evening  we  went  out. 
From  that  time  forward  this  confidence  always 
continued.  Whenever  I  was  defirous  to  enjoy 
4C  perfect  liberty,  1  offered  him  a fufpenfion  of  arms 
*c  till  a  certain  hour.  This  my  generous  enemy 
:c  never  refufed  ;  but  when  the  armifiice  was  at  an 
cc  end,  his  vigilance  -was  unbounded.  Every  poft 
was  examined  ;  and  if  the  government  ordered 
that  I  fnould  be  kept  clofe,  the  order  was  en- 
cc  forced  with  the  greateft  care.  Thus  I  was  again. 

free  to  contrive  and  prepare  for  my  efcape,  and 
**  he  to  treat  me  with  the  utmoft  rigour. 

O 

Ci  This  man  had  a  very  accurate  idea  of  the  ob- 
“  libations  of  honour.  He  often  faid  to  me, 

(C  ‘  Were  you  even  under  fentence  of  death ,  I  would 
u  permit  you  to  go  out  on  your  parole,  hccaufe  I  Jhould 
u  be  certain  of  your  return .  Many  very  honeft  pri - 
a  j oners ,  and  1  my/elf  among  the  rejf  would  not  re- 

ti 


turn 
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“  turn  in  the  like  cafe ;  but  an  officer ,  and  efbecially 

\ 

an  officer  of  dijlindlion ,  holds  his  honour  dearer  than 
his  life.  I  know  it  to  he  a  fadt}  Commodore  ;  and 
thet  efot  e  I  fhould  he  iefs  uneujy ,  if  you  defir ed  the 
u  gates  to  he  always  open' 

My  keeper  was  right.  While  I  enjoyed  my 
“  liberty,  1  endeavoured  even  to  lofe  light  of  the 
cc  idea  of  my  efcape ;  and  I  fhould  have  been 
averle  to  employ  for  that  objedl,  means  that  had 
c'  occurred  to  my  imagination  during  my  hours  of 
liberty.  One  day  I  received  a  letter  containing 
“  matter  of  great  importance,  winch  I  had  the 
€C  ftrongeft  deiire  immediately  to  read;  but  as  its 
contents  related  to  my  intended  deliverance,  I 
cc  alked  to  return  to  my  room,  and  break  off  the 
u  truce.  The  keeper  however  refufed,  faying, 
“  with  a  laugh,  that  he  wanted  to  take  fome  lleep. 

Accordingly  he  lay  down,  and  I  poffponed  the 
a  perufal  ot  my  letter  till  the  evening. 

“  Meanwhile  no  opportunity  of  flight  offered ; 
sc  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  Directory  ordered 
me  to  be  treated  with  rigour.  The  keeper 
(C  punctually  obeyed  all  the  orders  he  received  ; 

“  and  he  who  the  preceding  evening  had  granted 
“  me  the  greateft  liberty,  now  doubled  my  guard, 

“  in  order  to  exercife  a  more  perfect  vigilance. 

Among 
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cc  Among  the  prifoners  was  a  man  condemned 
u  for  certain  political  offences  to  ten  years  con- 
finement,  and  whom  all  the  other  prifoners  fuf- 
“  pedled  of  adding  in  the  detcflablc  capacity  of  a 
“  fpy  upon  his  companions.  Their  fufpicions 
“  indeed  appeared  to  have  fome  foundation,  and 
(i  1  felt  the  greateft  anxiety  on  account  of  my 
“  friend  John.  I  was  however  fortunate  enough 
foon  after  to  obtain  his  liberty.  An  exchange 
of  prifoners  being  about  to  take  place,  I  applied 
a  to  have  my  fervant  included  in  the  cartel ;  and 
cc  though  this  requeft  might  eafily  have  been  re- 
LQ  fufed,  fortunately  no  difficulty  arofe,  and  it  was 
u  granted. 

When  the  day  of  his  departure  arrived,  my 
cc  kind  and  affeddionate  friend  could  fcarcely  be 
prevailed  on  to  leave  me  ;  till  at  length  he 
ee  yielded  to  my  moft  earneft  entreaties.  We 
parted  with  tears  in  our  eyes,  which  to  me  were 
“  the  tears  of  pleafure,  becaufe  my  friend  was 
cc  leaving  a  fituation  of  the  greateft  danger.  The 
amiable  jockey  was  regretted  by  every  one  :  our 
€C  turnkeys  drank  a  good  journey  to  him,  nor 
cc  could  the  girl  he  had  courted  help  weeping  for 
his  departure ;  while  her  mother,  who  thought 

z  John 
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“  John  a  very  good  youth,  hoped  the  fhould  one 
“  day  call  him  her  fon-in-law. 

“  I  was  Toon  informed  of  his  arrival  in  London ; 
“  and  this  circumflance  rendered  my  own  cap- 
“  tivity  lefs  painful.  I  fhould  have  been  happy  to 
“  have  alfo  exchanged  my  fecretary ;  but  as  he 
“  had  no  other  dangers  to  encounter  than  thofe 
“  which  were  common  to  us  both,  he  always  re- 
“  jedted  the  idea,  confidering  it  as  a  violation  of 
“  that  friendship,  of  which  he  has  given  me  fo 
‘  many  proofs. 

ft  On  the  4th  Sept.  (iSth  Frudtidor)  the  rigour 
“  of  my  confinement  was  frill  further  increafed. 
ic  The  keeper,  whofe  name  was  Lafne,  was  dif- 
*c  placed;  I  was  again  kept  clofe  prifoner;  and, 
“  together  with  my  liberty,  loft  the  hopes  of  a 
f!  peace,  which  I  had  thought  approaching,  and 
<e  which  this  event  mutt  contribute  to  potlpone. 

“  At  this  time  a  propofal  was  made  to  me  for 
Si  my  efcape,  which  I  adopted  as  my  laft  refource. 
“  The  plan  was,  to  have  forged  orders  drawn  up 
iC  for  my  removal  to  another  prifon,  and  thus  to 
se  carry  me  off.  A  French  gentleman,  M.  de 
“  Phelipeaux,  a  man  of  equal  intrepidity  and 
u  generotity,  offered  to  execute  this  enterprife. 

“  The 
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“  The  order  then  being  accurately  imitated, 
“  and,  by  means  of  a  bribe*  the  real  flamp  of  the 
<c  minifier’s  fignature  procured,  nothing  remained 
<c  but  to  find  men  bold  enough  to  put  the  plan  in 
“  execution.  Phelipeaux  and  Ch.  LOifeau  would 
“  have  eagerly  undertaken  it ;  but  both  being 
<<  known,  and  even  notorious  at  the  Temple,  it 
“  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  employ  others. 
“  Meffrs.  B#**  and  L***  therefore,  both  men  of 
“  tried  courage,  accepted  the  office  with  pleafure 
€C  and  alacrity. 

“  With  this  order  then  they  came  to  the  Tem- 
pie;  M.  B***  in  the  drefs  of  an  adjutant, 
c:  and  M.  L***  as  an  officer.  The  keeper  having 
“  perufed  the  order,  and  attentively  examined  the 
“  minifter’s  fignature,  went  into  another  room, 
“  leaving  my  two  deliverers  for  lbme  time  in  the 
<<  cruelleft  uncertainty  and  fufpenfe.  At  length 
“  he  returned,  accompanied  by  the  regifler  (or 
ic  greffier)  of  the  prilon,  and  ordered  me  to  be 
u  called.  When  the  regifier  informed  me  of  the 
orders  of  the  Diredory,  I  pretended  to  be  very 
“  much  concerned  at  it;  but  the  Adjutant  allured 
“  me,  in  the  moff  ferious  manner,  ‘  that  the  go- 
“  vernment  were  very  far  from  intending  to  ag- 
“  gravate  my  misfortunes,  and  that  I  fhould  be 

u  very 
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“  very  comfortable  at  the  place  whither  he  was 
<c  ordered  to  conduct  me.’  I  exprefied  my  grati- 
“  tude  to  all  the  fervants  employed  about  the 
“  pnfon,  and,  as  you  may  imagine,  was  not  very 
“  l°ng  in  packing  up  my  clothes. 

“  At  my  return,  the  regifter  obferved,  that  at 
leaft  fix  men  from  the  guard  muft  accompany 
me ;  and  the  Adjutant,  without  being  in  the 
•c  Jcaft  confounded,  acquiefced  in  the  juftice  of  the 
remark,  and  gave  orders  for  them  to  be  called 
out.  But  on  reflection,  and  remembering,  as  it 
were,  the  laws  of  chivalry  and  of  honour,  he 
“  addreflfed  me,  faying,  £  Commodore,  you  are  an 
“  officer.  I  am  an  officer  alfo.  Your  parole  will  be 
enough .  Give  me  that,  and  I  have  no  need  of  an 
efcort, — •  Sir,’  replied  I,  ‘  if  that  is  fufficient,  I 
jwear  upon  the  faith  oj  an  officer,  to  accompany 
“  you  wherever  you  choofe  to  concha  me S  Every 
£  one  applauded  this  noble  aliion,  while  I  confefs  I 
<c  had  myfelf  great  difficulty  to  avoid  finding.. 

The  keeper  now  atked  for  a  difeharge,  and 
“  the  regifter  gave  the  book  to  M.  B**?,  who 
boldly  figned  it,  with  a  proper  flourifh,  L.  Oger, 
“  Adjutant-general.  Meanwhile  I  employed  the 
■£<  attention  of  the  turnkeys,  and  loaded  them  with 
•  e  favours,  to  prevent  them  from  having  time  to 

A 

“  refledl ; 
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ce  reflect :  nor  indeed  did  they  feem  to  have  any 
cc  other  thought  than  their  own  advantage.  The 
‘c  regitter  and  keeper  accompanied  us  as  far  as  the 
(t  fecond  court ;  and  at  length  the  laft  gate  was 
“  opened,  and  we  left  them  after  a  long  inter- 
f‘  change  of  ceremony  and  politenefs. 

We  inftantly  entered  a  hackney-coach,  and  the 
“  Adjutant  ordered  the  coachman  to  drive  to  the 
fuburb  of  St.  Germain.  But  the  ftupid  fellow 
“  had  not  gone  a  hundred  paces  before  he  broke 
“  his  wheel  againlt  a  pod,  and  hurt  an  unfortu- 
“  nate  paflenger;  and  this  unlucky  incident 
brought  a  crowd  around  us,  who  were  very 
“  angry  at  the  injury  the  poor  fellow'  fuftained. 
“  We  quitted  the  coach,  took  our  portmanteaus  in 
“  our  hands,  and  went  off  in  an  inltant.  Though 
“  the  people  obferved  us  much,  they  did  not  fay  a 
“  word  to  us,  only  abufing  the  coachman ;  and 
“  when  our  driver  demanded  his  fare,  M.  L##* 
“  through  an  inadvertency  that  might  have  cau fed 
“  us  to  be  arretted,  gave  him  a  double  louis 
^  d’or. 

“  Having  feparated,  when  we  quitted  the  car- 
“  riage>  I  arrived  at  the  appointed  rendezvous 
“  with  only  my  fecretary  and  M.  dc  Phelipcaux, 
who  had  joined  us  near  the  prilon ;  and  though 

I  was 
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1  was  very  defirous  of  waiting  for  my  two  friends, 
“  to  thank  and  take  my  leave  of  them,  M.  de 
Phelipeaux  obferved,  there  was  not  a  moment 
€i  to  be  lode  I  therefore  podponed  till  another 
u  opportunity  my  expreffion  of  gratitude  to  my 
“  deliverers ;  and  we  immediately  fet  off  for 
<c  Rouen,  where  M.  R***  had  made  every  pre- 
(c  paration  for  our  reception. 

“  At  Rouen  we  were  obliged  to  day  fevcral 
“  days  ;  and  as  our  paflports  were  perfedtly  regu- 
*s  lar,  we  did  not  take  much  care  to  conceal  our- 
f:  felves,  but  in  the  evening  we  walked  about  the 
town,  or  took  the  air  on  the  banks  of  the 
66  Seine. 

a  At  length,  every  thing  being  ready  for  us  to 
«  crofs  the  channel,  we  quitted  Rouen,  and, 
*c  without  encountering  any  further  dangers,  I  ar- 
«  rived  in  London,  together  with  my  fecretary 
and  my  friend  3VT.  de  Phelipeaux,  who  could  not 
ss  prevail  on  himfelf  to  leave  us. 

Such,  or  nearly  fuel),  my  dear  friend,  is  the 
account  given  by  Sir  Sydney  Smith  of  his  ctcape ; 
which,  though  1  have  written  with  hade,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  relate  with  accuracy.  I  am  happy 

in  having  frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  Sir  Syd¬ 
ney, 
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ney5  who  is  a  brave  and  generous-hearted  man, 
with  a  fine  countenance,  and  eyes  that  fparklc  with 
intelligence.  His  very  appearance  fhows  that  he 
has  an  ardent  imagination,  which  naturally  prompts 
him  to  form  and  execute  bold  and  important  enter- 
prifes  ;  and  he  feems,  as  it  were,  to  be  born  to  de- 
ferve  glory,  and  to  acquire  it. 

With  M.  Phelipeaux,  whom  I  al fo  frequently  fee 
at  Sir  Sydney’s,  I  have  long  been  acquainted.  He 
poflefies  talents  as  an  officer  of  engineers,  is  a 
worthy  man,  of  a  mild  and  engaging  countenance, 
and  of  tried  and  undoubted  courage.  His  health 
feems  very  delicate ;  and  yet,  although  a  young 
man,  he  has  experienced  many  extraordinary  ad¬ 
ventures  ;  having  ferved  in  all  the  campaigns  in 
the  army  of  Conde.  He  commanded  in  Berry, 
and  efcaped  death  by  breaking  out  of  a  ftate  pri- 
fon.  The  Englifh  government  has  lately  offered 
him  a  brevet  of  colonel,  which  he  refufed,  faying 
he  was  in  the  fervice  of  the  King  of  France,  and 
would  accept  no  other  fo  long  as  the  leafl  hope 
remains  of  being  ufeful  to  his  country. 

But  to  return  to  the  deported.  Though  but  little 
acquainted  with  their  plans,  I  cannot  imagine  they 
will  continue  long  in  London.  They  talk  already 
of  going  to  the  continent.  Should  they  go  to 

3  Hamburg, 
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Hamburg,  I  will  write  you  by  them ;  but  Tome 
bufinefs,  which  I  cannot  bring  to  a  conclution, 
detains  me  heie  at  prelent.  Great  changes  are 
announced  as  about  to  take  place  in  France.  May 
they  be  realized  for  the  good  of  all  parties  !  But, 
alas  !  what  endlefs  evils  opprefs  mankind  !  What 
torrents  of  blood  have  flowed  lince  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  fatal  revolution  !  What  torrents  of 
blood  muft  ftill  be  fhed  ! 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  Continue  to  write  to  me 
frequently.  Embrace  for  me  our  dear  Paul,  and 
remember  me  to  the  family  of  Pelfenn.  I  fend 
you  the  books  you  afk  for,  a  work  recently 
publifhed  on  the  French  revolution,  and  the  laft 
number  of  Mallet  du-Pan’s  Mercure  Britannique* 
Believe  me  wholly  yours, 

De 
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THE  PRESENT  STATE 

% 

OF  ALL  THE 

DEPORTED  PERSONS.,  ON  THE  I2TH  FRUCTIDOR 
IN  THE  YEAR  VII.  (AUGUST  29TH,  1799). 

Of  the  fixtecn  perfons  firft  deported  to  Guiana, 
fix,  as  \vc  have  already  feen  in  the  courfe  of 
this  work,  died  at  Sinamary,  under  the  weight  of 
mifery  and  perfecution  :  namely, 

M.  de  Murinais,  an  old  field- marfhal,  and 
lince  Parifian  deputy  to  the  Council  of  Elders. 

Troncon-du  Coudray,  a  pleader  celebrated  for 
his  eloquence,  and  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
Elders. 

Rovere,  a  member  of  the  Convention,  and  fince 
re-ele£ted  to  the  Council  of  Elders. 

Bourdon  de  POife,  formerly  an  attorney,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Convention,  and  deputy  in  the  Council 
of  Five  Hundred. 

La  Vilheurnois,  formerly  a  mailer  of  requefts, 
and  agent  to  Louis  XVIII.  condemned  by  a  mi¬ 
liary  commiliion  to  a  year’s  imprifonment,  and  af¬ 
terwards  deported  to  Guiana  without  trial. 

Brothier,  a  minifter  of  religion,  ex-profeffor  of 
mathematics,  and,  during  the  revolution,  an  agent 
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to  Louis  XVIII.  condemned  to  ten  years  imprifon-* 

men  t  by  a  military  commiffion,  and  deported  as 
the  laft. 

The  eight  following  made  their  efcape  ;  namely, 

Pichegru,  ex-general  (in  chief),  and  fmce  de¬ 
puty  and  prelident  of  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred. 

De  la  Rue,  deputy  from  la  Nievre,  and  mem^ 
ber  of  the  Committee  of  Infpedtors  of  the  fame 
Council. 

The  two  laft  remained  fome  months  in  London, 
but  are  now  in  Germany. 

Ramcl,  commander  of  the  grenadier  corps  of 
the  Legiflative  Body,  left  his  companions  in  Lon¬ 
don,  and  went  over  to  the  Continent  to  join  his 
friend  Dumas,  together  with  whom  he  wrote  his 
Narrative;  nor  could  he  indeed  have  chofen  a 
better  coadjutor.  They  are  now  both  at  Altona 
near  Hamburg. 

Doffonville,  ex-agent  of  police,  has  lately  left 
Hamburg  to  join  Pichegru. 

Aubry,  an  officer  of  artillery-,  a  member  of  the 
Convention,  and  deputy  to  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred.  Various  reports  prevail  concerning  him. 
He  is  faid  by  fome  to  have  died  at  Deme- 
rary,  and  by  others  to  have  arrived  at  Hamburg  ;■ 

but 


but  nothing  certain  is  known  relative  to  his  fate. 
He  was,  however,  infcribed  in  the  lift  of  emi 

0 

grants,  and  the  little  property  he  Hill  poffefled  put 
in  fequefiration.  His  wife  had  made  many  facri- 
fices  to  procure  him  fornc  relief,  which  the  fent 
to  him  at  Cayenne.  ‘This  confignment  was  feized 
by  Jeannet. 

Willot,  general  of  brigade,  and  deputy  from 
Marfeilles  to  the  Legislative  Body.  lie  was  in 
London  on  the  iith  ot  laft  month,  and  intended 
to  take  his  departure  to  join  Pichegru.  By  this 
time  they  are  probably  together. 

Bartlielemy,  ambaffador  to  Switzerland,  and  af¬ 
terwards  member  of  the  Directory.  He  was  obliged 

t 

to  leave  London  and  go  to  the  Continent. 

Le  Tcllier. — But  my  pen  makes  an  involuntary 
paufe,  and  my  eyes  overflow  with  tears  of  fim- 
pathy  and  grief. — Lc  Tel  tier  is  no  more  !  — O  Bar- 
thelemy  !  banifhment  was  not  the  heavieft  blow 
thy  feeling  foul  endured  !  Yes,  thou  hadft  once 
a  generous  friend,  whofe  cares  prolonged  thy  life, 
and  that  friend  breathes  no  more.  Le  Tellicr,  alas! 
died  on  his  paflage  from  Demerary  to  London* 
“  My  dear  matter,”  faid  he,  as  he  was  breathing 

O 

his  laft,  “  live  but  happy  the  reft  of  thy  days,  and 
I  die  contented.” 

Y  ;t 
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The  affli&ed  Barthelemy,  oppreffed  with  the 
profoundeft  grief,  could  fcarcely  be  perfuaded  to 
leave  the  corpfe  of  his  friend,  which  he  bathed 
with  his  tears  and  preffed  to  his  boffom,  as  though 
he  would  have  re-animated  it  by  imparting  to  it  his 
own  life ;  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  he  was 
at  length  removed  from  this  melancholy  fcene. 

Yes,  excellent  Le  Tellier,  thou  art  no  more ! 

% 

But  thy  heroic  adtions  fhall  long  furvive  thee.— 
May  thy  name  never  he  pronounced  without  re- 
fpe6t  and  veneration  !  May  thy  memory  be  handed 
down  to  the  latefl  pofterity*  and  the  remembrance 
of  thy  virtues  fometimes  filence  the  remembrance 
of  the  crimes  that  have  polluted  our  unhappy 
country  ! 

Of  the  exiles  that  refufed  to  make  their  efcape* 
only  two  are  ftill  at  Guiana  ;  namely* 

Barbe-Marbois*  ex-intendant  of  St.  Domingo*, 
and  member  of  both  the  Legiflative  Afiemblies. 

Laffond-Ladebat,  a  banker*  Parifian  deputy  to 
the  Legiflative  Aflembly*  and  afterwards  re-elected 
to  the  Council  of  Elders*  of  which  he  was  Prefi- 
dent  on  the  18th  Fru&idor. 

Thefe  two  deputies  are  ftill  in  banifhment  at 
Sinamary*  where  death  continually  hangs  over 
them,  though  it  has  not  yet  deflroyed  them  ;  and 

they 
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they  wait  with  fortitude  for  the  time  when  juft  ice 
fhall  liberate  them  from  this  dread  abode.  At 
length  permiffion  has  been  granted  them,  and  alfoto 
Job-Aime,  to  go  to  the  file  of  Oleron.  Heaven 
grant,  that  when  this  permiffion  arrives,  they  may 
ftill  be  alive,  and  able  to  make  ufe  of  it  ! 

Job-Aime  is  ft  ill  living.  On  his  arrival  at  Gui¬ 
ana  he  obtained  permiffion  from  Jeannet’s  fucccf- 
for,  Brunei,  to  eflablifh  himfelf  in  a  plantation  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Cayenne. 

Gibert-Defmolieres. — This  worthy  man,  who  was 
always  fo  ufeful  to  his  country,  has  ceafed  to  exift. 
He  was  in  the  fame  plantation  with  Job-Aime, 
where,  after  feveral  violent  fits  of  illnets,  he  began 
to  accullom  himfelf  to  the  pernicious  climate  lie 
inhabited.  But,  exhaufted  by  the  exeeffive  heats 
which  are  reflected  from  a  burning  fand,  lie  could 
not  refill  the  temptation  to  bathe  ;  in  confequence 
of  which  his  fever  returned  ;  and  being  fubjeet  to 
the  gout,  he  had  alfo  a  dreadful  attack  of  that 
diforder,  and  expired  a  few  days  after. 

Twelve  of  thofe  who  were  deported  bv  the  fri¬ 
gate  La  Decade,  have  lately  effected  their  efcape, 
having  employed  the  fame  means,  and  taken  the 
fame  route,  as  Pichegru  and  his  friends,  though  it 
is  not  yet  known  whether  they  had  the  fa  me  fuccefs. 

Almoii 
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Almoft  all  the  reft,  priefts,  journalifts;  and  emi¬ 
grants,  have,  died  of  mifery  and  want. 

According  to  the  Report  of  Defvieux,  that  cruel 
commandant,  of  whom  the  exiles  had  fo  much 
caufe  to  complain,  there  only  exifted  at  Guiana, 
at  the  time  wnen  it  was  drawn  up,  forty  of  their 
number.  Governors  of  France,  ye  that  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with  this  fa 61,  remove  your  vi6tims  from 
that  murderous  climate  !  Men  of  every  party,  if 
you  are  deaf  to  the  voice  of  juftice,  liften  at  leaft 
to  the  voice  of  humanity  !  Join  in  demanding  that 
thefe  unfortunate  men  fhould  be  at  length  refcued 
from  an  approaching  and  a  painful  death.  A  few 
days  longer,  and  they  will  have  fallen.  Perhaps 
even  now  the  laft  of  them  has  expired,  and  it  is 
no  longer  in  your  power  to  fave  them  ! 
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MEMO  IRE  OF  BARBE-MARBQIS, 

ADDRESSED  TO  HIS  WIFE. 


r - Audi 

Nulla  unquam  de  morte  hominis  cundlatjo  eft. 


Sinamary,  12  Thermidor,  in  the  year  vu 

My  dear  Eliza, 

I 

W  ROTE  you  on  the  20II1  Ventofe,  requeuing 
}ou  to  ufe  all  your  exertions  to  bring  on  my  trial.  I 
fent  you  my  letter  at  twelve  different  times,  fome  by 
friends,  fome  by  the  depofitaries  of  public  authority, 
requefiing  them  to  perufe  it  before  they  fent  it.  I 
have  purfued  the  fame  method  with  the  prefent. 

A  captive,  at  the  diflance  of  1600  leagues  from 

my  native  country,  and  in  ablolute  dependanee 

upon  thofe  by  whom  I  am  banifhed  ;  alone,  as  it 

were,  betore  the  affembled  nation,  I  enter  -on  my 

defence,  deprived,  alas  !  of  every  aid  but  that  of  truth 
and  juft  ice. 


Time,  which  brings  all  human  affairs  to  a  clofe, 
will  one  day  alfo  put  a  pe.iod  to  my  banifhment, 
either, by  laving  me  with  my  companions  iu  the  ce¬ 
metery  of  Sinamary,  or  by  reftoring  me  to  my  native 
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land.  But  a  premature,  a  violent,  and  a  ufelefs 
death  would  fix  an  indelible  fpot  on  thofe  who 
fbould  be  the  authors  of  it ;  whereas  my  being 
recalled,  and  afterwards  tried,  would  be  an  a£t  of 
equity,  that  would  do  honour  to  my  country,  reftore 
vigour  to  the  laws,  and  give  fplendour  to  the  confu¬ 
tation.  Elevated  with  this  hope,  I  ceafe  to  confider 
myfelf  as  an  infulated  being  ;  for,  if  juftice  is  dear  to 
man,  and  if  my  fellow  citizens  really  love  it,  their 
will  muff  be,  that  I  fhould  be  brought  to  trial. 

In  every  page  of  the  Conftitution  they  will  find 
an  anfwer  equally  favourable  and  energetic  to  my 
demand  *  :  and  as  I  would  never  have  fuffered 

thefe 


*  “  No  one  fhall  be  profecuted,  accufed,  arrefled,  or  impri- 
ft  foned,  except  in  the  cafes  determined  by  the  law,  and  according 
u  to  the  forms  preferibed.’’  Art.  VIII. 

“  No  one  fhall  be  tried,  until  he  has  been  heard  or  legally 
i6  called.”  Art.  XI. 

“  The  members  of  the  Legiflative  Body,  from  the  time  of  their 
“  ele&ion  and  until  thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of  their  func- 
4i  tions,  fliall  only  be  tried  according  to  the  forms  preferibed  in  the 
u  following  articles.  For  criminal  acts  they  may  be  feized  flagrante 
u  delido;  but ‘information  thereof  fliall  be  communicated  with- 
“  out  delay  to  the  Legiflative  Body,  and  the  profecution  fhall  not 
44  be  continued  until  the  Councils  fliall  have  fandiioned  the  accu- 
44  ration.”  Art.  CXII. 

“  Excepting  the  cafe  of  flagrans  delidum  they  fliall  not  be 

brought  before  the  officers  of  police,  or  put  under  arreffation, 
44  until  the  Councils  have  propofed  and  ordered  their  trial.” 


Art.  CXIII. 
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thefe  laws  to  be  infringed  with  regard  to  any  one 
of  my  colleagues,  I  was  very  far  from  believing  they 
could  have  been  violated  in  my  cafe.  Still  icfs  did 
I  apprehend,  that  the  national  reprefentation,  for 
the  fecurity  of  which  all  the  members  ftand  pledged 
to  each  other,  and  have  a  mutual  interefl  in  fup- 
porting  the  laws,  would  be  fo  far  milled  by  a  fatal 
error  as  to  ftrike  a  mortal  blow  at  its  own  exiftencc, 
by  facrificing  a  confiderable  portion  of  its  members. 

At  the  time  this  blow  fell  upon  us,  the  Legiflative 
Body  expected  that  thofe  who  were  the  authors  of 
it  would  produce  the  proofs  of  our  crimes ;  that 
thefe  would  be  fo  arranged  as  to  affign  to  each  of 
the  accufed  his  fhare  of  the  crime  ;  and  that  the 
criminals,  moft  of  whom  did  not  even  know  each 
other  even  by  fight,  would  be  accufed  individually, 

44  In  the  cafes  dated  in  the  two  lad  articles,  members  of  the  Le- 
giflative  Body  diall  not  be  brought  before  any  other  tribunal 
Kt  than  the  High  Court  of  Judice.  ”  Art.  CX1V. 

“  They  diall  be  brought  before  the  fame  Court  for  adts  of 
treafon,  dilapidation,  manoeuvres  to  overturn  the  conditution 
44  of  the  State,  and  crimes  againd  the  internal  fafety  of  the  Re- 
64  public.”  Art.  CXV. 

64  No  denunciation  againd  a  member  of  the  Legiflative  Body 
44  can  be  made  a  ground  for  a  procefs,  unlefs  drawn  up  in  writing, 
“  figned,  and  addrefled  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred.’* 
Art.  CXVJ. 

44  Accufation  pronounced  againd  a  member  of  the  Legidative 
**  Body  involves  his  fufpenfion.”  Art.  CXXIII, 
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and  not  en  tnctjje.  Hence  their  juft  and  generous 
impatience  frequently  broke  out,  and  on  the  23 
Pluviofe,  the  very  day  on  which  I  wrote  to  you  to 
accelerate  my  trial,  the  Reprefentative  Bailleul  fpoke 
as  follows,  in  the  name  of  the  Committee  appointed, 

after  our  condemnation,  to  declare  our  crimes : _ 

“  It  is  not,”  faid  he,  “  through  want  of  zeal  that 
“  the  Committee  have  not  yet  brought  up  their  re- 
“  port  relative  to  the  events  of  the  1 8th  Fru6tidor 
and  after  this  candid  declaration,  he  added,  “  They 
“  are  expecting  very  important  papers  feized  by 
st  the  Minifter  of  Police.” 

The  Committee  expected  them.  O  Juftice  ! 
Then  they  poflefled  them  not,  although,  five  months 
before,  they  fent  us  into  banifhment,  or  rather  con¬ 
demned  us  to  death.  This  perhaps  is  the  firft  in- 
ftance  upon  record,  in  which,  after  fo  long  an  inter¬ 
val,  and  after  the  death  of  part  of  the  condemned, 
it  has  been  talked  of  to  produce  the  proofs  of  an 
offence  punithed  proviforily  with  a  mortal  penalty. 
If  I  am  able  to  demonffrate  my  own  innocence,  it 
will  be  a  new  example  of  the  danger  of  thus  over¬ 
turning  the  immutable  order  of  all  criminal  proce¬ 
dures,  and  the  order  of  reafon  itfelf,  which  requires 
the  proof  of  the  crime  always  to  precede  its  pu- ' 
nifhments:  and  henceforward  ftiall  this  cafe  be 
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cited  in  the  hiflory  of  extraordinary  judgments,  as 
one  moil  calculated  to  fhow  the  dreadful  confe- 
quences  of  precipitate  and  anticipated  condemna¬ 
tions. 

But  if  you  had  not  thefe  proofs  after  an  interval  of 
five  months,  you  have  furely  received  them  fince  ; 
for  the  Minifter  of  Police,  you  fay,  had  feized  them. 

At  length,  after  another  month  had  elapfed,  the 
Council  of  Five  Hundred,  received  on  the  26th  Ven- 
tofe,  this  long-confidered  Report,  which  had  been 
announced  fix  months  before,  and  which  they  ought 
to  have  received  previous  to  our  condemnation. 
This  Report,  which  was  at  length  tardily  produced, 
as  the  ad  of  accufation  againft  the  deported  perfons, 
contains  the  moft  evident  proofs  of  my  innocence. 

It  is  true  I  am  here  fpeaking  only  of  myfelf; 
though,  according  to  an  obvious  rule  of  natural 
juftice,  the  innocence  of  my  companions  muft  be 
prefumed,  as  well  as  my  own,  till  fentence  is  pro¬ 
nounced.  But  as  every  accufation  ought  to  be  per- 
fonal  and  particular,  fo  ought  likewife  the  defence. 
Mine,  which  was  from  the  firft  fo  eafy,  is  rendered, 
if  pofiible,  fiill  more  fimple  by  this  Report,  of  which 
the  printing  was  decreed  :  and  inftead  of  the  trite 
aflertion  of,  “I  am  innocent  ”  which  I  might  utter 
in  common  with  the  opprefled,  I  may  fay,  “  I  am 
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6:  innocent  by  the  Report  of  Bailleul .”  This  Report  X 
read  with  the  utmofi:  avidity,  rather  wifhing,  than 
hoping  or  expe&ing,  to  find  fome  accufation  or 
infinuation  again  ft  myfelf.  I  wifhed  it,  I  fay ;  be- 
caufe  I  fhould  then  have  known  to  what  I  had  to 
reply  j  whereas  now,  though  not  accufed  of  any 
crime  whatever,  I  am  ftill  equally  compelled  to 
vindicate  myfelf,  fince  I  am  pumfticd  as  though  I 
were  not  only  accufed,  but  tried  and  condemned. 

“  Your  Committee,”  faid  Bailleul  in  his  Report, 
have  collected  all  the  facts  hitherto 
“  known.” — “  All  the  fads!"  Here,  then,  is  the 
accufation,  together  with  the  fadts  on  which  it  is 
grounded.  I  will  proceed  with  the  help  of  this 
glimmering  of  juft  ice ;  and  if  all  the  facts  are  to¬ 
tally  foreign  to  me,  it  is  evident  I  am  ,not  com¬ 
prehended  in  the  accufation.  On  reading  this  de¬ 
claration  then,  which  to  me  is  fo  important,  I  re¬ 
doubled  my  attention,  and  fought  throughout  the 
Report  both  for  my  name  and  the  fadts  that  might 
be  laid  to  my  charge ;  but  my  name  is  not  once 
mentioned.  Among  the  fadts,  however,  is  one  in 
which  I  confefs  I  participated  together  with  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  Councils. 

“  The  horde ,  firengthened  by  the  royalifts,” 
fays  the  Reprefentative  Bailleul,  “  have  placed 

“  Barthelemy 
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Barthelemy  in  the  Directory ;  that  Barthelemy 
((  who  was  fo  much  fpoken  of  in  the  correfpondence 
<<r  of  Le  Maitre ;  that  Barthelemy  who  wrote  to 
u  the  author  of  the  tragedy  of  Louis  XVI.  ‘  ldo 
* <c  not  think  you  can  again  fet  foot  on  the  territories  of 
“  France ”  To  me  it  is  indifferent  whether  Bar¬ 
thelemy  was  fpoken  of  by  Le  Maitre,  or  whether 
he  wrote  thefe  words  or  not;  but  if  his  nomination 
is  a  crime  that  deferves  deportation,  why  have 
only  eleven  of  the  250  members  of  the  Council  of 
Elders  been  deported  ? 

But  I  will  deftroy  this  accufation  by  means  ftill 
more  direCt.  Barthelemy,  who  had  been  during  feven 
years  ambaffador  from  the  Republic  to  Switzer¬ 
land,  was  inverted  both  with  the  external  marks, 
and  the  real  proofs  of  the  confidence  of  the  Di¬ 
rectory.  He  had  negotiated,  concluded,  and 
figned  the  treaties  of  peace  contracted  between  the 
Republic  and  the  Kings  of  Spain  and  of  Pruffia. 
As  Ambaffador,  he  was  particularly  pointed  out  to 
our  choice  by  the  Conftitution  ;  while  the  Execu¬ 
tive,  to  whom  belong  both  the  nomination  and 
difmiflal  of  the  diplomatic  functionaries,  thus  in¬ 
formed  us  he  was  worthy  to  be  placed  in  the  Di¬ 
rectory,  by  giving  him,  during  fo  long  a  period, 
the  moil  public  proofs  of  perfect  confidence.  Let 
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me  afk,  then,  whether  among  the  whole  mafs  of 
French  citizens  there  were  many  candidates  who 
united  fuch  decifive  claims  to  preference  ;  and 
whether,  provided  this  charge  had  the  lead;  founda¬ 
tion,  the  pretended  crime  would  not  belong  to  the 
Directory  itfelf,  rather  than  the  Legiflative  Body  ? 
Ought  not  all  thofe  alfo  to  be  accufed  that  elected 
Carnot,  who  was  deported  equally  with  Barthe- 
Iemy  ?  In  fa6t,  however,  this  firange  accufation 
cannot  attach  to  either  of  thefe  powers  :  it  merely 
ferves  to  thow  the  impoffibility  of  fuggefting  any 
real  matter  of  accufation. 

This  charge  being  difpofed  of  and  defiroyed,  I 
do  not  find  throughout  the  Report  a  tingle  word 
that  can  apply  to  me  more  particularly  than  to  any 
other  member  of  the  Legiflative  Body.  Were 
Bailleul  himfelfin  Guiana,  and  had  to  reply  to  the 
Report,  he  could  neither  hold  a  different  language, 
nor  defend  himfelf  by  more  conclufive  reafoning. 
The  only  difference  between  us  is,  that  he  read  the 
Report  to  the  Legiflative  Body,  and  I  read  it  at 
Sinamary.  But  the  difiance  and  difference  of 
climates  cannot  confiitute  either  innocence  or  cri¬ 
minality.  I  am  neither  named,  nor  even  pointed 
at,  in  the  Report ;  and  I  cannot,  without-offending 
that  body,  fuppofe,  that,  had  it  been  read  to  the 
4  Council 
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Council  fix  months  previous  to  the  1 8th  Fruflidor, 
they  would,  after  hearing  it,  have  fent  me  to  the 
deferts  of  Guiana,  where  I  am  threatened  with  the 
fame  miferable  fate  as  half  my  companions  in  de¬ 
portation  have  experienced. 

It  is  impofiible  but  t he  colleagues  of  the  Repre- 
fentative  Bailleul,  after  having  attentively  heard 
him,  muft  have  faid,  “  Some  of  the  deported 
“  perfons,  it  is  true,  are  named  in  the  Report ;  j 

“  but  the  reft  are  not  even  pointed  at.  The  crimes 
“  fet  forth  are  foreign  to  them,  and  yet  capital 
“  punifhments  have  been  inflicted  on  them  all ;  t 

“  for  thofe  unfortunate  men  are  followin'*  each 

D 

“  other  to  the  grave,  and  their  furvivors  do  but 
“  miferably  languifh  under  the  weight  of  their 
“  accumulated  fufFerings.  They  have  been  all 
“  condemned  in  a  mafs.  Sometimes,  indeed,  re- 
cc  volutionary  tribunals  have  heaped  together 
vaiious  accutations,  but  they  have  always  tried 
the  accuted  one  by  one,  for  crimes  perfon* 

“  ally  imputed  to  them,  and  crimes  detailed  in 

v 

“  their  fentence.  Never  was  it  faid,  Paul  is 
“  guilty  of  murder,  let  Paul,  therefore,  be  con-  | 

demned  to  death,  and  with  him  all  thofe  who 
“  have  fa"en  into  our  hands.  Humanity  and 
*  reafon  here  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  laws  in  op- 
pofing  fuch  proceedings,  and  even  require  that 

“  thofe 
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thole  who  are  not  named  fhall  be  held  to  be 
“  exempted  from  all  condemnation.” 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Council  reminded 
Bailleul  himfelf  of  the  language  of  equity  and 
wifdom,  which  he  had  fpoken  on  the  24th  Nivofe; 
and  I  have  a  pleafure  in  reciting  them  here  :  “  The 
“  conftitution,”  faid  he,  “  has  laid  down  the  forms 
“  to  be  adopted  in  accufations  of  the  reprefentatives 
<r  of  the  people,  and  I  demand  that  thofe  rules  be 
<c  conformed  to.” 

It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  what  reply 
Bailleul  could  make  to  this  reafoning.  I  fhall  copy 
his  anfwer  to  it  from  a  note  annexed  to  his  Report : 

Note.  From  my  not  having  hated  particular 
“  facts,  personally,  of  each  of  the  individuals 
te  comprehended  in  the  law  of  deportation,  it 
“  may,  perhaps,  be  inferred,  that  thofe,  at  lead, 
“  who  are  not  mentioned  in  the  documents  by 
“  name,  ought  not  to  be  conlidered  as  guilty, 
“  But  this  would  be  a  great  mifiake.  Suppofe  a 
“  houfe  to  be  broke  open  and  robbed,  and  that 
cc  the  thieves  go  off  together,  forne  of  them  only 
“  carrying  away  the  ftolen  goods,  in  this  cafe  can 
“  it  be  faid  the  reft  are  innocent,  becaufe  there  is 

no  other  proof  but  that  they  entered  and  left  the 
V  houfe  together,  and  that  they  continued  in  com- 
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ec  pany,  and  did  not  fcparate  ?  The  crime  confitl# 
“  in  the  violation  of  the  houfe  of  a  citizen,  not  in 
cc  the  unknown  fhare  each  individual  may  have  had 
“  in  the  a6ts  by  which  the  crime  was  perpetrated. 
((  In  the  prcfent  cafe,  a  vaft  confpiracy  has  cxihed 
“  to  caufc  the  fuffrages  of  tlic  people  to  fall  on  bad 
“  citizens.  It  is  evident  that  thefe  bad  citizens,  in 
“  the  various  functions  entrufted  to  them,  have 
“  purfued  the  heps  pointed  out  to  them  by  the 
“  agents  of  the  confpiracy,  have  borrowed  their  lan- 

guage,  have  been  prcfent  at  their  meetings,  and 
“  that  the  plot  was  on  the  point  of  breaking  out. 
cc  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  they  are  implicated 
“  in  the  confpiracy,  although  we  cannot  hate  of 
“  each  individual,  that  he  did  fucli  fpecihc  a6ts,  or 
“  defer ibe  the  precife  part  he  was  to  perform.” 
See  page  47. 

Although  I  have  faithfully  extracted  this  note, 
I  mult  obferve,  that  it  was  not  read  to  the  Council, 
and  is  no  part  of  the  Report  of  which  the  printing 
was  ordered.  I  fhould  even  refrain  from  anfweringr 
it,  were  I  not  determined  to  confute  every  ob¬ 
jection,  how  futile  foever  it  may  be,  in  order  to 
prove,  that  not  even  any  thing  the  leah  fpecious  in 
appearance  can  be  laid  to  my  charge. 
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This  tafk,  indeed,  is  extremely  eaty ;  for  even 
fuppofing  the  words  juft  quoted  had  been  read  at 
the  tribune  previous  to  my  condemnation,  their 
plain  and  obvious  fenfe  is,  that  a  band  of  robbers 
had  been  iurprifed  plundering  a  houfe,  and  that  I 
was  one  of  the  number.  The  Council,  therefore, 
would  immediately  have  atked  where  and  what  I 
had  ftolen  ?  whether  the  banker’s  ftronsf  box.  the 
national  trealure,  or  fome  depoftt  or  magazine  of 
goods,  either  public  or  private  ?  To  this  Bailleul 
would  have  replied,  They  have  confpired ;  I  have 
fpoken  of  them  as  robbers  merely  by  way  of  meta¬ 
phor.  They  have  confpired  then,  would  the  judges 
have  faid,  and  you  fay  they  did  not  leparate ; 
interrogate  me,  I  fhould  have  faid,  “  On  the  1 8th 
sc  Frudtidor  I  was  arrefted  at  the  houfe  of  the  pre- 
££  ftdent,  where  feven  of  us  were  aflembled,  namely, 
tl  Laffbnd  the  Prefident,  Piedac  Dericot,  Tron- 
££  ^on,  Launois,  Goupil  Prefeln,  Maillard,  and 
££  myfelf.  When  the  Gendarmerie  came,  the 
££  doors  were  freely  opened,  and  no  one  attempted 
££  to  fly ;  we  were  conducted  without  the  leaft 
£<  reflftance  to  the  houfe  of  the  Minifter  Sottin ; 
“  we  pointed  out  to  him  that  there  was  a  miftake, 
“  and  that  the  order  of  arreftation  named  a  dif- 
££  ferent  houfe ;  he  acknowledged  it,  faid  it  was  of 

4£  no 


■ 


no  eonfequence,  and  added  tliefe  truly  memora- 
ble  words  :  ‘  That  after  what  he  had  taken  upon 
“  himfelf,  the  committing  liimfelf  a  little  more 
*c  or  a  little  lefs  was  of  little  importance and 
“  upon  this  explanation  we  were  all  fent  to  the 
4‘  Temple.”  Yet  of  all  the  feven,  only  Laffond, 
Tron^on,  and  I,  were  fent  to  Guiana;  the  reft 
were  fet  at  liberty  the  next  day,  and  reflored  to 
their  legillative  functions.  This  proves  that  it  is 
not  to  the  Prefident’s  houfe  that  Bailleul  refers, 
and  that  we  were  not  confpiring  there ;  and  thus 
his  confpiracy  alfo  is  a  mere  metaphor. 

By  this  fimple  and  eafy  analylis,  the  Council 
would  have  cleared  up  a  fubje6t  purpofely  clothed 
in  obfeurity  ;  they  would  not  have  buffered  that  the 
ftatement  and  the  terms  of  it  fhould  be  chang- 

o 

ed  ;  that  a  mere  unfubftantial  phantom,  that  fhrinks 
and  vanifhes  from  examination,  fhould  be  pro¬ 
duced  as  a  conclufive  witnefs ;  or  that,  in  order  to 
execute  judgment  upon  us,  and  condemn  us  to 
punifhments  of  which  death  is  too  certainly  the 
confequence,  recourfe  fhould  be  had  to  tropes  and 
figures  for  want  of  more  folid  and  decifive  proofs- 
Citizen  Bailleul  accufes  us  of  caufing  certain 
counter-revolutionary  decrees  topafs;  fuch  vague 
and  general  imputations  afford  not  even  matter  for 
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dilcuffion  or  reply  ;  one  Angle  obfervation  inftantlv 
dcfiroys  this  accufation.  At  the  fittings  of  the 
Council  of  Elders,  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to 
two  hundred  members  ufually  affembled,  whereas 

the  profcribed  members  are  only  eleven  !  Befides, 

>  — 

thete  decrees  ought  to  have  been  fpecified,  as  alfo 
the  individuals  who  fupported  or  oppofed  them. 
Bailleul  fpecifies  the  decree  of  “  The  organization 
“  of  the  Gendarmerie ,  Jo  drawn  up  that  no  officer  of 
“  the  revolution  can  enter  it .”  Yet  this  very  decree, 
when  brought  into  the  Council  of  Elders,  was  dif- 

cuffcd  and  rejected.  If  it  be  faid  this  rejection 

/ 

does  not  difprove  the  intention  of  the  deported 
members  to  pafs  it,  I  reply,  that  only  one  of  the 
deported  members  fpoke,  and  that  member  was 
myfelf;  I  fpoke  to  oppofe  it,  and  it  is  recorded 
upon  the  journals  of  the  Council,  that  my  fpeech 
was  ordered  to  be  printed ;  confequently  it  may  be 
found  among  the  archives,  immediately  after  my 
objeftions  had  been  heard,  that  the  law  was  re¬ 
jetted. !  Where  then  is  this  conspiracy ,  this  uniform 
language , .  thefe  meetings,  and  this  agreement  between 

us  ?  How  is  it  that  this  refolution  is  a  crime  com- 

* 

mon  both  to  him  who  propofed  it  to  the  Council  of 
Five  Hundred,  and  to  him  who  efficacioutly 
oppofed  it  in  the  Council  of  Eiders,  and  that  thefe 


perfons  fhould  be  together  font  into  banifliment  to 
Guiana?  I  am  far,  however,  from  fuppoling  this 
refolution  in  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  can  be 
converted  into  a  crime:  but  even  according  to 
thofe  who  conftder  it  as  criminal,  the  orator  who 
oppofedit,  and  the  Council  that,  immediately  upon 
that  oppofition,  rejected  it,  deierve  praife  and  com¬ 
mendation. 

Thus,  anxioufly  employed  in  this  careful,  nay 
fevere  fearcli,  for  all  that  can  be  imputed  to  me,  I 
find  my  name  in  a  lift  oi  royal  minifters,  which 
Charles  La  Vilheurnois  thought  proper  to  deliver 
in.  This  mention  of  me  is  not,  however,  taken 
up  by  the  Reprefentative  Bailleul  either  in  confe- 
quence  of  that  general  maxim,  that  we  are  not  to 
be  accufed  for  the  a£t  of  another,  or  becaufe  this 
could  not  be  laid  to  my  charge  as  a  crime,  while 
feven  other  citizens,  who  are  likewife  in  the  lift, 
have  not  fuffered  the  leaft  reproach  on  that  account. 
Two  days  ago  r  us  prefent  at  the  death  of  Charles 
La  Vilheurnois,  whofe  hut  is  near  my  own  ;  but  T 
declare,  as  he  alio  declared  himfelf,  that  at  the 
time  of  his  trial  we  did  not  even  know  each  other. 

Thus  do  thofe  clouds  vanifh  on  which  it  has 
been  attempted  to  found  a  pofthumous  accufation, 

•  ,  V 

for  ftich  is  the  name  it  truly  deferves,  fince  half  the 

i  deported 


deported  have  already  followed  each  other  to  the 
giave  at  Smarnat}/,  after  dragging  on  a  wretched 
and  miferable  life.  But  this  recital  of  all  our  fuf- 
ferings  would  but  afflid  our  friends,  and  fill  our 
enemies  with  joy:  I  will  fpare  the  one  that  pain, 
I  will  deprive  the  other  of  that  pleafure. 

I  will  add,  however,  a  datement  that  may  fhow 
the  chances  of  mortality  at  Guiana.  To  me,  in¬ 
deed,  this  fad  office  peculiarly  belongs,  fince  I 
am  one  of  the  extremes  of  the  dreadful  propor¬ 
tion.  Of  all  things  that  excite  the  fears  and  terrors 
of  mankind,  death  is  the  mod  dreaded ;  the  laws 
have  made  it  the  lad  and  greated  in  the  lid  of 
punifhments,  and  hatred  and  vengeance  ceafe  when 
their  victims  are  in  the  grave.  For  us,  deportation 
is  in  fa£t  condemnation,  without  trial,  either  to  a 
dire  and  lpeedy  death,  or  to  a  lingering  and  no 
lefs  certain  dedrudtion.  Of  ten  members  of  the 
Legidative  Body  who  have  been  deported  to  Guiana, 
four  have  efcaped  this  almod  unavoidable  doom  by 
flight :  they  configned  themfelves  to  the  ocean  in 
a  fragile  bark,  and  I  am  ignorant  ot  their  fate ; 
of  the  flx  that  remain,  three  have  died  in  feven 
months,  one  of  them  being  the  olded  of  our  num¬ 
ber,  another  of  a  middle  age,  and  the  third  the 
younged  of  us  all :  of  their  three  furvivors,  two 

have 


have  been  dangerously  ill,  and  are  Scarcely  able  to 
pafs  the  perilous  gulf  of  convalefcence.  Such  are 
our  bills  of  mortality  at  Guiana,  while  at  Paris, 
in  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  only  one  member  has 
died  out  of  the  feven  hundred  and  fifty  who  com- 
pofe  the  Legislative  Body.  Thus  the  chances  of 
death  at  Paris  and  Guiana  are  as  one  to  three 
hundred  and  Seventy-five,  or,  to  adopt  the  language 
of  an  affurance-oflice,  the  premium  for  infuring 
the  lite  of  a  perfon  deported  without  trial  would  be 
three  hundred  and  Seventy-five  per  cent,  for  every 
one  per  cent,  it  would  have  cofi  at  Paris  for  an 
equal  fpace  of  time. 

And  as  if  every  thing  concurred  to  prove  the 
fatal  accuracy  of  this  calculation,  of  the  two  other 
deported  perfons,  not  members  of  the  Legislative 
Body,  one  is  likewife  dead,  namely,  Charles  La 
Vilheurnois.  Thefe  ravages  exceed  the  moft  deadly 
peft,  and  are  at  leaft  equal  to  the  punifhment  of 
cutting  off  the  ears,  flitting  the  nofe,  and  fhav- 
ing  the  head,  inflicted  by  the  .Ruffian  laws  on  cer¬ 
tain  criminals,  and  which  Some  hireling  writers 
have  compared  with  the  f  leafures  of  our  Situation 
at  Guiana. 

“  Blood  has  not  been  ffied,”  you  fay  (page  46)  ; 
and  is  every  thing  lawful  but  the  cffufion  of 

blood  ? 
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blood  ?  Do  not  men  die  without  the  effufion  of 

♦ 

blood  ?  Ah  !  had  yon  heard  my  unfortunate  com¬ 
panions  exclaim  during  their  long  and  cruel  buf¬ 
ferings,  i:  Would  to  God,  that  on  the  18th  Fruc- 
“  tidor  my  life  had  been  taken  from  me !” 

Let  me  atk  whether  the  people  of  France  in 

their  confcience  approve  that  we  fhould  be  thus 

treated  without  form  of  trial  ?  Do  they  approve 

that  men,  who  are  prefumed  innocent  until  fen- 

tence  of  condemnation,  fhould  buffer  the  fame 

*  * 

punifhment  as  a  criminal  tried  and  condemned  for 
a  capital  crime ;  that  guilt  and  innocence  fhould 
be  thus  confounded  in  the  opinion  of  the  carelefs 
and  inattentive  ;  that  by  this  confuilon  of  ideas 
and  fubvedion  of  order,  the  influence  of  example 
and  all  our  notions  of  juftice  fhould  be  de- 
fh-oyed,  and  that  the  dread  of  like  unauthorized 
punifhment  fhould  henceforward  hang  over  the 
heads  of  the  moft  irreproachable  citizens,,  as  though 
they  were  the  mod  criminal  ? 

Some  of  us  have,  as  it  were  miraculoufly,  fur- 
vived  the  deftruftive  effedls  of  the  climate,  and 
the  depreffion  of  our  wretched  fate.  Thus  we 
afford  the  national  juftice  of  our  country  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  repair  this  violation  of  law  and  juftice, 
of  which  error  has  rendered  us  the  victims :  and 

juftice 


jufttce  cannot  be  granted  to  us,  without  in  fome 
xneafure  granting  it  to  the  memory  of  thofe  who 
have  already  pcriftied.  No  one  has  an  intereft  in 
preventing  me  from  being  brought  to  trial.  All 
our  friends,  and  every  honeft  man,  will  fupport 
your  demand.  Even  my  enemies  will  fupport  it, 
my  dear  Eliza,  if  they  would  with  to  pafs  for  ho¬ 
neft  men.  I  am  aware,  however,  that  one  diffi¬ 
culty  may  occur*  “  How  can  we  try  a  man,”  they 
may  fay,  “  againft  whom  there  is  no  accufation  ? 
“  and  could  one  be  found,  and  were  the  accufed 
“  acquitted,  it  will  be  more  evident  than  ever, 
li  that  he  has  been  unjuftly  punifhedf’  This  ob¬ 
jection,  it  is  true,  is  important ;  but  you  may  re¬ 
ply  to  it  as  follows  :  “  When  I  demand  to  be 

“  tried,  a  refufal  would  make  my  innocence  the 
u  more  ft r iking  ;  and  my  defence  would  draw  new 
ftrength  from  the  filence  and  dereliction  of  my 
5‘  denouncers.  If,  on  the  contrary,  I  am  brought 
to  trial,  the  confequence,  which  is  ft  ill  uncer- 
tain,  may  be  fatal.  In  the  one  cafe  nothing  can 
palliate  their  injuftice,  in  the  other  there  is 
“  fome  chance  of  their  being  fuccefsful.  At  the 
time  of  the  Report  of  the  26th  Ventote,  there 
lC  exifted  not  the  fhadow  of  a  crime,  but  fince 
that  penod  proofs  and  indications  might  be 

d  D  “  found. 
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es  found.  They  may  be  colledted  until  the  mo- 
u  ment  of  trial.  Who  knows  but  the  in- 
“  didlment  may  bring  tome  offence  of  fome 
fpecies  or  other  home  to  me  ?”  ’Tis  thus  they 
defend  themfelves  from  the  reproach  of  having 
refufed  me  that  which  cannot  be  refufed  to  any 
one.  Innocent  or  guilty,  they  will  get  rid  of  an  im¬ 
portunate  reafoner,  who  inceffantly  repeats  to 
them,  “  I  am  in  your  power*  and  yet  you  dare 
u  not  try  me ;  becaufe  you  know  I  am  innocent, 
cc  and  it  is  more  convenient  for  you  to  wait  tin 
“  death  fhall  clofe  my  lips.”  Laftly,  lhould  I  be 
acquitted,  it  will  be  honourable  for  them  to  fay, 
“  We  were  his  enemies,  but  were  not  willing  to 
“  deprive  him  of  the  right  of  legally  proving  his  in- 
“  nocence.” 

If  fome  of  thofe  you  may  addrefs,  forgetting 
that  the  duty  of  doing  juttice  to  every  one  is  trans¬ 
mitted  from  one  magiftrate  to  another,  fhould  ob¬ 
ject  that  our  misfortunes  are  not  their  act,  that  it 
is  not  their  butinefs  to  repair  the  injuries  other  men 
may  have  committed,  and  that  it  is  not  for  them 
to  acquit  me  ;  tell  them  I  do  not  demand  it  of 
them  :  I  only  demand  the  exercife  of  a  right  that 

belongs  to  all  men,  and  which  it  is  equally  im¬ 
portant 
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portant  to  them  and  to  me  to  maintain  inviolable- 
I  mean  the  right  of  trial. 

The  greateft  misfortune  that  can  happen  to  a 
judge  is  to  condemn  an  innocent  man.  For  fuch 
an  error,  remorfe  would  embitter  his  whole  life. 
But  this  misfortune  in  tliofe  who  have  condemned 
me  will  be  repaired,  and  their  corifciences  ap- 
peafed,  fhould  I  but  be  tried,  be  the  iffue  what  it 
may. 

We  have  feen  victorious  factions  in  the  moment 
of  triumph  ftrike  at  every  one  that  was  within 
their  reach,  and  the  heat  of  the  conflict  feemed 
to  excufe  their  exceffes.  But  I  can  never  imagine 
an  eflablifhed,  consolidated,  and  regular  go¬ 
vernment  will  coldly,  and  in  violation  of  the  laws, 

\ 

prolong  the  bufferings  of  an  innocent  citizen,  and 
unneceffarilly  expofe  him  to  almoft  certain  death. 

The  power  ot  the  Legiflature  is  unlimited  in 
whatever  does  not  infringe  the  focial  compact, 
that  is,  the  conftitution  ;  which  alone  is  paramount 
to  it.  But  the  conftitution,  neither  the  Legiflature 
nor  the  whole  Nation  can  infringe.  If  the  people 
are  defirous  to  change  it,  they  muft  declare  their 
will,  and  till  then  this  fupreme  law  is  inviolable. 
Even  when  it  undergoes  a  regular  change,  it  can- 
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not  have  a  retrolpecStive  power  over  pait  tranlac- 
tions  and  events. 

What  then  fhall  we  fay  of  that  Angular  and 
finking  fentence  which  concludes  BailleuFs  Report  s 
cc  Let  us  banilli  thofe  abfurd  theories  of  pretended 
principles,  and  thofe  ftupid  appeals  to  the  eon- 
Cc  ftitution  ?  ,  Behold  how  we  mu  ft  proceed,  if 
we  ceafed  for  a  moment  to  make  juftice  our  rule  of 
conduit.  Having  fir  ft  violated  the  laws,  we  muft 
then,  in  our  own  defence,  declare  thofe  to  be 
ftupid,  who  appeal  to  them ;  and  it  naturally  foR 
lows,  that  thofe  are  wife  and  enlightened  men, 
who  violate  them  :  and  thus  would  men  be  neceft 
farily  driven  into  anarchy  and  confufion.  1  doubt 
not,  however,  but  this  doctrine  muft  be  promul¬ 
gated  during  a  banifhment  that  is  accompanied 
with  a  refufal  of  trial.  How  indeed  can  fuch 
xneafures  be  reconciled  with  the  pofitive  provifions 
of  the  law  ?  How  can  they  appeal  to  them,  fo 
long  as  we  are  the  living  inftances  of  their  viola¬ 
tion  ?  and  even  our  death  is  fo  far  from  Toothing 
our  enemies,  that  it  only  fhows  in  a  more  ftriking 
manner,  that  the  laws  are  totally  impotent  and 
deftitute  of  force.  W  hat !  and  is  the  folemn  and 
periodical  reading  of  the  Conftitution,  the  invoca¬ 
tion  for  its  prefervation,  hut  the  amufement  of 

fools  } 
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fools  ?  What  then  muft  be  the  language  of  the 
enemies  of  the  Conflitution  ?  Or  would  it  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  draw  up  an  accufation  again  ft  me,  if  iuch 
an  affertion  could  be  found  in  my  Writings  ? 

But  let  us,  on  the  contrary,  remember  the  oath 
we  have  taken  never  to  violate  this  fundamental 
law,  and  to  defend  it  at  the  peril  of  our  live^. 
The  people  of  France  have  not  yet  loti  their  an¬ 
cient  and  habitual  veneration  lor  oaths.  They 
contemn  thofe  who  violate  them;  they  efteemthofe 
who  inviolably  adhere  to  them.  In  the  fimplicity 
of  their  hearts  and  underftandings,  they  judge  that 
a  conflitution  declared  inviolable,  and  confirmed 
by  an  oath,  cannot  be  infringed  without  the 
crime  of  perjury,  and  have  no  idea  that  its  obfer- 
vance  can  be  mere  flupidity.  Between  thefe  two 
manners  of  thinking,  I  neceflarily  clioofe  that  of 
the  people. 

One  more  refiedion,  and  I  have  done.  In  a 
flate  of  nature,  a  juft  convidion  of  the  violation  of 
the  contract  renders  it  null  and  void  ;  and  this 
takes  place  between  two  nations,  bccaufe  there  is 
no  fuperior  magifirate  to  guarantee  and  enforce  the 
performance  of  the  treaty.  But  within  the  limits 
„  a  ftate,  no  contrad  can  be  more  facred  or  more 
folemn  than  thole  by  which  a  nation  binds  itfelf 

towards 
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towards  itfelf  and  .its  own  magidraies.  Thefc 
compacts  arc  inviolable,  becaufe  there  is  an  ade¬ 
quate  power  to  enforce  the  obedience  of  the  refrac¬ 
tory.  This  cafe  has  been  provided  for  by  the  Con- 
ftitution. 

I  am  willing,  however,  to  allow  all  that  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  extraordinary  circumdances,  to  un- 
forefeen  events,  or  even  to  force.  I  will  fuppofe 
the  clanger  of  the  Directory  fo  great,  that  they 
imagined  themfelves  in  a  fiate  of  nature  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  real  or  reputed  faction,  and  therefore 
authorized,  for  their  own  prefervation,  to  violate 
the  focial  compact.  If  fo,  either  force  has  reftored 
the  equilibrium,  or  that  equilibrium  is  not  yet  re¬ 
ft  ored.  If  the  latter  be  the  fadt,  we  are  dill  in  a 
date  of  anarchy  ;  and  the  friends  of  order  being 

furrounded  with  difcord,  muft  fubmit  to  bear  the 

* 

yoke  of  factions  that  will  lucceffively  triumph  in 
their  turn.  But  this  is  not  the  real  date  of  things. 
The  body  politic  is  organized,  in  full  activity,  and 
enjoys  the  perfect  vigour  of  exidence.  But  it  is  evi¬ 
dent  this  body  can  only  be  preferved  by  judice  ; 
and  therefore  it  is  the  duty  of  the  magidrates  to 
deliver  me  without  delay  to  the  tribunals,  and  thus 
to  repair  the  injury,  the  Conditution  has  received. 
If  I  am  innocent,  my  punifhment  ought  to  ceale; 

if 
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if  guilty,  yet  that  punifhment  is  a  real  op* 
preffion  until  it  fhall  be  pronounced  and  fane- 
tioned  by  my  judges.  An  omnipotent  govern¬ 
ment  ought,  if  they  with  to  maintain  a  character 
of  juftice,  immediately  to  bring  me  to  trial.  This 
would  even  be  the  duty  of  a  weak  and  falling 
government :  for  it  could  only  recover  its  firength 
by  clinging  to  the  ftatue  of  Juftice.  The  path  of 
thofe  who  arc  at  the  head  of  affairs  in  a  powerful 
but  tottering  empire,  finking  beneath  the  mofl 
violent  fhocks,  is  pointed  out  by  reafon.  The  firft 
ftep  to  recover  from  the  crilis  of  dcftruXion  leads 
to  the  temple  of  Juftice.  If  there  are  citizens 
accufed  of  any  crime,  deliver  them  to  the  tribunals. 
This  vigorous  meafure  will  reanimate  the  hope  of 
all  good  citizens,  keep  the  factious  under  due  re- 
ftraint,  conlolidate  the  national  credit,  pleafe  every 

honeft  man,  and  fatisfy  the  whole  people  of  France; 
while  punifhmcnts  without  trial  do  but  fill  the  ci¬ 
tizens  with  ufelefs  terror,  and  proclaim  to  all  the 
world  the  weaknefs  of  an  expiring  government. 

I  cannot  better  confirm  the  foregoing  reflexions 
than  by  quoting  the  finking  language  of  the  Tri¬ 
bunal  of  Appeal,  in  a  fentence  pronounced  by  them 
on  the  25th  Fluviofe  lafi ;  and  I  demand  that  the 
fame  words  be  applied  to  my  own  cafe.  “  The 

“  noblefi 
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noblelt  life,”  fay  they,  which  a  government 
can  make  of  the  powers  entrufted  to  it  by  the 
“  PeoP,e>  is  to  reprefs  the  public  functionaries  who 
fhall  violate  the  forms  eflablifhed  for  the  pre- 
“  fervation  of  liberty.” 

I  am  fond  alfo  o(  recalling  to  mind  that  import¬ 
ant  maxim  with  which  BadleuVs  Report  con- 
CiUcies  :  lo  have  a  right  to  be  levere,  we  muff 

fc  firft  be  juft.” 

Endeavour,  my  dear  Eliza,  endeavour  to  have 
me  extricated  by  a  trial  from  this  dreadful  folitude, 
in  which  the  death  of  my  companions  has  left  me, 
and  thus  put  an  end  to  the  torments  I  have  en¬ 
dured  for  thefe  twelve  months  paid.  Fear  not  that 
your  zeal  can  be  fatal  to  me,  or  that  my  boldneis 
fhould  be  punifhed  by  an  increafe  of  rigour.  The 
fortitude  and  confiancy  of  an  oppreffed  and  inno¬ 
cent  man,  who  only  demands  to  be  tried  with 
feverity,  will  foon  attract  the  attention  and  excite 
the  intereft  of  the  public.  To  ihield  me  from  an 
imaginary  and  at  leaft  a  doubtful  evil,  your  affec¬ 
tion  would  expofe  me  to  certain  death ;  and  you 
yourfelt  would  fall  a  victim  to  your  forrows.  Oh, 
endeavour  to  enable  me,  once  more  before  I  die,  to 
behold  my  dear  old  mother  of  fourfeore,  and  you 
and  our  child,  and  our  native  country, 

(Signed)  Barbe-Marbois. 
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No.  I. 

In  the  name  of  the  french  republic. 

hijlruffions  given  by  ihe  Special  fflgcnt  of  the  Executive 
Dire ff ary  in  French  Guiana  to  Citizen  Boucher ,  CommifJ'ciry 
<f  IF ar ,  relative  to  ihe  Perfons  deported ,  in  conformity  to 
the  Law  of  (he  19//;  Fruffidor ,  in  the  Fear  V . 


Art.  I. 

p  _  . . 

IZrKN  Boucher,  Commiflary  of  War,  who  is  to 
accompany  the  deported  perfons  to  Sinamary,  in  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  law  of  the  19th  Fru&idor,  fhall,  on  the  6th  of 

this  month,  go  on  Doard  of  the  lhip  appointed  to  convey 
them. 

At  the  time  of  their  difembarkation  at  Sinamary,  he 
fhall  accompany  them  to  the  place  prepared  for  their  recep¬ 
tion,  and  proceed,  together  with  the  Commandant  of  that 

ftation,  and  the  Engineer  Prevoft,  to  fee  them  properly 
difpofed  of. 

III.  He  fhall  take  care  that  the  cffcfls  font  for  their  ufe 
to  the  keeper  of  the  (lores,  be  equally  diftributed  among 
them,  and.  take  a  receipt  for  the  fame. 

I\.  He  (hall  attend  at  the  diftribution  which  Citizen 
Prevoft  is  authorized  to  make  to  the  deported,  of  an  acre 
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r  .  Uiiti  cadi,  as  an  ufutru£l  out  of  the  unoccupied  lands 
neared  to  their  refidence  . 

^  °  Should  any  of  the  deported  exprefs  a  defire  to  b« 
fituated  near  each  other  in  the  fettlements  prepared  for 
them,  ne  flial I  accede  to  their  requefh 

\  I.  Should  one  or  more  of  the  deported  wifh  to  hire, 
al  ^e*r  own  expenle,  houfes  or  apartments  for  their  greater 
accommodation,  he  (hall  confent  thereto,  provided  thefe 

apartments  be  within  the  town  of  Sinamary,  and  not  elfe- 

where. 

VI I.  Citizen  Boucher  (hall  declare  to  all  the  deported 
together,  that  their  refidence  at  Sinamary,  although  con¬ 
formable  to  the  intentions  of  the  government,  is,  however, 
merely  provifionary  t ;  that  during  the  whole  of  their  (lay 
they  mud  never  pafs  the  fea  to  the  northward  ;  the  left 
bank  of  the  Kourou  to  the  eafhvard  ;  and  two  days  and  a 
halt  s  journey  to  the  fouthward  ;  or  to  the  right  bank  of 
the  Iracombo  to  the  weftward ;  but  they  may  go  at  their 
own  expenfe  as  far  as  its  mouth,  only  to  communicate  with 
tne  french  town,  and  the  Indian  village  bearing  the  fame 
name  with  that  river. 

That  their  excurfions  mull  always  be  fo  regulated,  that 
they  may  every  Quintidi  and  Decadi  be  at  their  refpedlive 
refidences  from  ten  to  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  to  receive  the 
vifit  of  the  Commandant  of  the  Poft,  who  is  to  tranfmit  an 

■ 

account  o!  their  proceedings^. 

*  This  conceffion  was  abfolutely  nugatory  and  without  effect, 
die  refidence  of  the  deported  at  Sinamary  was  but  provifionary, 
Snd  they  were  not  allowed  to  have  any  labourers. 

t  Thus  was  their  future  condition  left  in  total  uncertainty,  it 
being  only  declared  that  it  depended  folely  on  the  arbitrary  will 
of  the  Agent. 

|  T  his  refiridlion  rendered  the  permiffion  to  traverfe  the  extent 
of  country  affigned,  and  which  has  been  fo  much  boafied  in  Francej 
if  they  enjoyed  perfect  liberty,  totally  null  and  ufelefs. 


That 


That  for  their  own  fecurity  they  fhould  beware  not  to  go 
to  any  diftance  without  guides. 

That  the  flore-keeper  of  the  Ration  fhall  furnifli  each  of 
them  with  Tailors’  allowance  till  further  orders. 

That  the  Commilfary  (hall  continue  to  furnifli  them  with 
the  requifite  clothing  upon  demand. 

That  in  cafe  of  ficknefs  they  fhall  be  attended  by  the 
Turgeon  of  the  flation,  either  at  the  military  hofpital  or 
at  their  own  homes,  but  in  the  latter  cafe  at  their  own  par¬ 
ticular  expenfe. 

That  no  inflruments  of  hufbandry,  fifhing- tackle,  or 
hunting  accoutrements,  fhall  be  fupplied  them  by  the  Re¬ 
public  till  they  are  put  in  poffellion  of  the  ground  ultimately 
defigned  for  their  ufe. 

That  henceforward,  to  procure  thefe  articles,  as  well  as 
all  others  they  may  defire,  whether  for  ufe  or  pleafure,  they 
muff  apply  diredtly  to  the  CommifTary. 

That  as  to  their  correfpondence  both  with  the  capital 
of  the  colony  and  abroad,  they  may  fend  their  letters  under 
feal  to  the  Commandant  of  the  Port,  under  whatever 
addrelles  and  covers  they  may  think  proper,  and  the  fame 
fhall  be  forwarded. 

VIII.  Citizen  Boucher  is  authorized  to  read  to  the 
deported,  articles  IV.  V.  VI.  VII.  and  VIII.  of  thefe 

prefents,  and  even  to  furnifli  copies  thereof  to  thofe  who 
fhall  defire  them. 

IX.  Before  (putting  Sinamary  he  fhall  procure  fufficient 

documents  of  the  rteps  he  fhall  have  taken  in  virtue  of  thefe 
inftru&ions. 

>  lf  he  forefce  that  he  will  be  obliged  to  continue  in 

that  diftridt  two  whole  days  after  his  difembarkation,  he 
fliall  the  next  day  inform  the  Commandant  of  the  fame, 
that  the  fchooner  may  be  forthwith  fent  back,  together 
with  the  perfons  it  is  to  convey;  in  that  cafe  Citizen 

E  E  2  Boucher 
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Boucher  fiiall  return  to  Cayenne  by  land,  which  he  fiiall 
perform  with  the  lead:  delay  podible. 

At  Cayenne,  the  4th  Frimaire,  in  the  year  vi.  of 
the  Republic. 

(Signed]  Jeannet, 

— wmb.iw  •  'ii  •- 

% 

No.  II. 


Arret  e  of  the  Special  Agent  of  the  Executive  Directory , 


c 

A 


Being  informed  by  the  difpatches  of  tire  Minifrer  o 
Marine  and  of  the  Colonies,  under  date  of  nth  Pluviofe, 
and  25th  Yentofe  lad:,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Direc¬ 
tory,  that  the  deported  may  form  agricultural  and  commer¬ 
cial  edablifhments  in  all  parts  of  Guiana,  except  the 
capital  of  the  colony  and  the  iiland  of  Cayenne,  orders  as 
follows : 

Art.  I.  Every  deported  perfon  who  fh all  defire  to  form 
an  agricultural  or  commercial  edablifhment  in  any  part  of 
the  colony  not  excepted  by  the  Executive  Diredlory,  (hall 
be  required  to  prefent  a  demand  to  that  effedl  to  the  De¬ 
partmental  Adminidration,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Commandant  in  Chief,  accompanied  with  a  certificate  from 
a  land  or  houfeholder,  viewed  by  the  Municipality  of  the 
di  drift  where  the  faid  land  or  houfeholder  refides,  proving 
that  the  demandant  is  in  treaty  for  the  purchafe  or  hire  of 
a  plantation  or  houfe,  and  that  he  has  fuffici.ent  means  to 
cultivate  the  faid  plantation,  or  to  carry  on  trade. 

II.  The  Departmental  Adminiftration  dial!  afcertain  the 
fadl  let  forth  in  the  certificate  which  accompanies  the  de¬ 
mand,  which  demand  they  fiiall  forthwith  forward,  together 
with  their  opinion  and  the  grounds  thereof,  to  the  Agent 
of  the  Executive  Directory,  that  he  may  thereupon  proceed 
to  determine  upon  the  whole,  in  fuch  manner  as  fiiall 
teem  fit. 

The 


The  Departmental  Adminiftration  and  the  Commandant 
in  Chief  are  charged,  each  in  their  refpeclive  departments, 
to  put  in  force  tills  prefent  arrcte,  which  lhall  be  printed 
and  polled  up. 

Ordered  at  the  national  refidcnce  of  the  Agent  of 
the  Executive  Directory  at  Cayenne,  this  30th 
Praii ial,  in  the  year  vi.  of  the  French  Republic, 
one  and  indivilible. 

(Signed)  Jean  net. 

By  the  Agent  of  the  Executive  Directory, 

(Signed)  Ed  me  Mauduit, 

Secretary-general  to  the  Agent. 


Note — It  is  evident  that  this  arrete  was  a  mere  voluntary 
conceflion,  in  the  nature  of  an  indulgence,  fince  it  only 
concerned  thofe  of  the  deported,  who  might  dehre  to  form 
eftablifhments. 

No.  III. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  FRENCH  REPUBLIC. 

The  Special  Aigent  of  the  Executive  Directory  in  French 
Guiana,  having  examined  the  Report  of  the  Commitfarv, 
under  date  of  the  8th  of  this  month,  from  which  it  appears* 
the  expenfes  occafioned  by  the  deported,  rrom  the  2_d 
Brumaire  to  the  30th  Floreal  lad,  amount  to  riz)ozz  fr. 
5  cents,  orders  as  follows  :  — 

Art.  I.  From  this  time  forth  till  the  22.d  Brumaire  of  the 
year  vii.  nothing  (hall  be  furnifhed  to  the  deported  now  at 
Sinamary,  but  their  lodging;  a  bailor’s  allowance  per  day, 
and  their  attendance  at  the  military  hofpital  and  maritime 
ports,  or  in  cafe  of  ficknefs. 
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11  •  There  flla11  however  be  held,  at  the  difpofition  of  the 
five  deported  perfons,  who  have  received  lefs  than  600  franks 
tn  (lores  of  the  Republic,  a  fum  of  821  franks  15  cents, 
winch  fhall  be  divided  among  them  in  the  proportion  of  what 
they  have  already  received. 

11 1-  1  he  regulations  of  Art.  I.  are  extended  to  Billaud. 

I  \  .  All  former  regulations  contrary  hereto  are  revoked. 

1  he  Chief  of  Adminiftration  ading  in  the  capacity  of 
CommifLiy,  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  prefent 
Arrete* 

Ordered  at  the  national  refidence  of  the  Agent 
of  the  Executive  Directory,  this  10th  Prairial, 
in  the  year  vi.  of  the  French  Republic,  one  and 

indivifibie. 

(Signed)  Jeannet. 

By  the  Agent  of  the  Dire&ory, 

(Signed)  Edme  Mauduit, 

Secretary-general  to  the  Agent. 


No.  IV. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  to  tloe  CormniJJary ,  from  the  Agent  of  the 
Executive  Directory,  qtb  FruAidor,  in  the  year  VIE. 

1  ou  underhand  with  the  Commandant  in  Chief,  fo 
as  to  notify  to  the  aforefaid  individuals  (’the  deported  at  Sina- 
mary),  that  if,  previous  to  the  26th  of  this  month,  they  do 
not  fhow  that  they  are  likely  to  fettle  themfelves,  on  their 
ov\  n  account,  in  Ouiana,  they  (hall  then  be  conducted  to 
Conanama  by  the  armed  force,  and  affimilated  with  the 
deported  who  are  refident  there  j  and  the  fame  fliall  be 
executed  accordingly. 

In  confequence  of  this  regulation  it  fliould  feem,  that 

every 


(  ) 

every  expenfe,  on  account  of  the  deported  at  Sinamary,  ought 
to  ceafe  on  the  id  Vendemiaire  next. 

(Signed)  Jeannet  Da  din. 

A  true  Copy. 

(Signed)  Commandant  in  Chief, 

Desvieux. 

The  Chief  of  Adminidration  of  the  Marine, 

Routtagen. 


Note — The  Commidary,  in  his  Letter  to  the  Store¬ 
keeper,  added,  that  in  confequence  of  this  meafure,  the  Com¬ 
mandant  fhould  remove  his  quarters  back  again  to  the 
old  Prefbytery,  and  all  extra  rent  caufed  by  the  refidence  of 
the  deported  at  Sinamary,  would  alfo  ceafe  on  the  id  Vende¬ 
miaire. 

It  mud  be  obferved,  that  the  Commandant  had  then  re¬ 
dded  above  two  months  at  the  old  Prefbytery. 

By  thefe  contradictions,  and  more  particularly  by  the  harfh 

*  *  t  y  it  may  be  perceived  to  how  arbitrary 

a  power  the  deported  are  fubjeCt. 

The  number  of  deaths  is  accurately  compared  with  the 
Extracts  and  Statements  fent  to  the  Mimder  of  Marine. 


THE  END. 
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NARRATIVE  of  the  DEPORTATION  fo 
CAYENNE,  of  Barthelemy,  Pichegru,  Willot,  Marbois* 
I., a  Rue,  Ramel,  ccc.  6cc.  in  confequence  of  the  Rcvolu*1 
tion  of  the  1 8th  Fruftidor  (September  4,  1797).  Contain¬ 
ing  a  Variety  of  important  Fads,  relative  to  that  RevcH 
lution,  and  to  the  Voyage,  Refidence  and  Efcape  of  Bar-* 
thdemy,  Pichegru,  Sc c.  &c. 

FROM  THE  FRENCH  OF 

GENERAL  RAMEL, 

COMMANDANT  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  BODY  GUARD. 

- -  - 

Et  quorum  pars  magna  fui ! 


a  The  description  of  fu  fieri  ngs  does  not  any  where  appear  to  he  exaggerated,  no? 
is  it  related  in  a  (train  t >f  defporidency  ;  yet  it  is  not  on  that  account  the  lefs-affedt- 
ing.  The  language  is  plain,  manly,  and  temperate  ;  an*d  the  Narrative,  unlike  the 
generality  of  Publications  refpe&ing  the  late  events  in  France,  is  not  loaded  with 
declamation.  Altogether,  therefore,  it  (hikes  an  irredllible  and  deadly  blow  at  the 
reputation  of  thofe  who  were  the  caufe  of  fuch  atrocities.”  Monthly  Review,  OCl, 

<:  Many  important  incidents  are  related  in  this  Narrative,  and  much  light  is 
thrown  on  the  characters  of  individuals-,  whofe  dation  and  whofe  crimes  have  ex¬ 
cited  the  cui'tofrty  of  the  world.  T  he  fate  and  iufFerings  of  thefe  unfortunate  indi¬ 
viduals,  are  here  related  in  warm  and  grateful  terms,  by  the  writer  of  this  perform-, 
ailce  ;  which  is  one  of  thofe  documents,  that  will  be  reforted  to  by  the  future 
Hiftotian.  There  is,  indeed,  an  unadorned  plainnefs  and  (implicity  throughout, 
which  excites  confidence  and  judifies  belief.”  Britijh  Critic ,  October, 

This  Narrative  contains  many  intereding  Anecdotes,  and  many  (irong  fadts ; 
all  of  which  tend  to  place  the  conduct  of  the  French  ufurpers  and  their  detedabk 
agents,  at  home  and  abroad,  in  the  mod  odious  point  of  view.” 

Anti-Jacobin  Review, 

«  This  is  a  very  curious,  circumdantial,  and,  we  have  no  doubt,  an  accurate 
ftatement  of  the  fufFerings  of  thofe  men,  who,  without  trial  or  produdtion  of  evi¬ 
dence,  were  tranfported  to  a  pedilential  climate,  expofed  to  a  burning  fun,  and  de¬ 
prived  of  every  accommodation,  there  to  futTer  the  greateir  indignities  fiom  unfeel¬ 
ing  cruelty,  evidently  with  a  view  to  their  being  murdered  by  inches.” 

European  Magazine,  yA/p, 
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